Member Spotlight
Ed Christian is one of the few people who were born and raised in Augusta and continues to
live here. I guess he agrees it is a great place to live, along with all of us transplants. Ed is
married to Mary and they have two children. Caroline is in college and Will is still in High
School. Will is also taking flying lessons. He has about 3 hours and a check ride to go!
Ed and Mary met when they were 13 years old at Sunday School. They got serious when he
was in pilot training and married right after he got his wings! Mary is not actively
involved with aviation, but does like to fly on Delta and regularly participates in the EAA
“Night Outs”.
Ed is an airline pilot for Delta. He has flown the B-727, MD-88, B-757, and B-767. His
current ride is the B-777. Ed has flown both domestic and international routes - currently
flying "ultra long haul" routes to Dubai, Johannesburg, Shanghai, Tel Aviv. Ed also has
a Real Estate investment business where he buys and rents out homes.
Ed also spent 8-1/2 years in the USAF. He started out as a T-38 Instructor Pilot and then
later went on to fly F-16s. He flew 34
combat missions in Operation Desert
Storm in 1991. After 2200 hours with Ed in a precarious part of a
the USAF, Ed left the air force with the Boeing 777, especially if someone
decides to start the turbofan!
rank of Captain.

Ed flew 34 combat missions in the F-16.

Ed's father was a strong influence in Ed's interest in aviation. Ed's first
flight was with his father when he was 5 years old. His father would take
him up with him before school to do the morning weather report for
WBBQ. When Ed was 16 he started taking flying lessons. He learned to fly
from Forrest Boshears at Daniel Field in a J-3Cub. Today he has an ATP
and over 11,000 hours.

It is the folks at EAA172 and the Pea Patch that spurred his interest in sport aviation. Ed likes the feel of the "Pea Patch."
Feels like going back in time to the roots of aviation grass strip and just a good bunch of folks. It's kind of
like being in a squadron! Ed owns a RV-6 built by Ben
Covington. Ed and his cousin Robbie painted the RV-6
and later he updated the panel with help from Charlie
and Ben. Now he is also building a Thatcher CX4
which is a single seat LSA. Ed's favorite aircraft that he
has flown is the F-16. Still, he has a desire to try the
P-51 Mustang, a fighter from a different era.
Outside of flying, Ed likes to shoot guns, play golf and
work out at the gym.
Ed didn't live in Augusta ALL his life. In his
Ed Christian with his RV-6
sophomore year of high school he lived with an Italian
family and went to school in Rome. That was in 1975-1976 for those who want to count the years.
Ed, we're glad you are part of EAA 172 and we look forward to seeing the Thatcher CX4 fly!

