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PREZ SEZ

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas! Yes, my family proudly
celebrates BOTH of those holidays! And we hope you do as well.
As I write this it is with both a heavy and joyous heart. A heavy heart
as Cathy's dad, John “Sonny” Applewhite, passed away two weeks ago
on Saturday, November 23rd. And yet Joy for the holiday time I am
preparing to spend with our remaining family!
Several of us were at the Keith Brock Memorial Fly-in in Millen.
Thanks to those who attended and especially to those who flew in. Also,
thanks to my son Ben for helping me get the tables and chairs down to
Millen.
Our meeting for the month of December will be on the 2 nd Saturday at
12:30 pm as usual. Thanks in advance to Dennis and Steve for frying the
turkeys! Please bring appropriate sides -- dressing, green bean casserole,
or whatever you like with your turkey. We will have the turkey and hot
rolls. You supply the sides and dessert.
We will have a special treat at this meeting. Several of you have asked
me when my daughter Bethany would be singing for us. Well, she will be
singing at our December meeting. She will do a variety of songs, some
Christmas, some not. Hopefully we can get her to do a few of her own
compositions as well. For those of you who don't know, she is a singer song writer and a freshman music major at Valdosta State University.
PLEASE BRING AN UNWRAPPED NEW TOY! We will be
donating them to the GRU (MCG) Children's Medical Center!
Also, don't forget your $30 dues. They go up to $40 next month!
We look forward to seeing you here at the Pea Patch on Saturday
December 14th for our meal which will start around 12:30 pm and our
program to follow!
MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR TOO!
Keep 'em flying...and watch out for Santa!

706-733-8376

EAA 172 DOUBLE ACE
Lt. Col. Philip Eddy Colman
December 1, 1921 - April 28, 2011

PEA PATCH & CLUBHOUSE
61GA
122.7 mhz
4511 Boulineau Rd.
Blythe, GA 30805-3605
EAA172, Inc. WEBSITE:
EAA172.jcmservices.net
e-mail: EAA172@jcmservices.net

Sid Brown

Sid

Keith Griffith Brock, age 49, passed away August 1, 2006, at his home in Perkins, Georgia,
after a long illness. He came to Augusta as an Air Traffic Controller at Bush Field,
Augusta, Georgia. He was a member of EAA 172 until his death and was the club’s Vice
President in 2003. He was a consummate volunteer at fly-ins, including Sun'n Fun, and
operated an implement business and built a fixed base aviation operation at the Millen
airport. He was responsible for Chapter 172's most successful "Low Country Boil" fly-ins
held annually on the 2nd Saturday in November at the Millen airport. After his funeral
service on August 5, 2006, several pilots took to the air over Keith's beloved Millen airport
and spread Keith's ashes over the field. For that reason we attempt to have a fly-in in
Keith’s honor every year on the 2nd Saturday of November at the Millen airport.

We had beautiful weather for the EAA 172 fly-out to the Keith Brock Memorial Fly-in at the Jenkins County Airport,
Millen, Georgia. There were clearing skies, little wind, with the temperature in the upper 60s -- near perfect flying weather.
There was no regular EAA 172 club meeting. Before 10:00 AM there were already four planes on the ramp. Earlier that
morning Sid and Ben Brown had brought a number of tables and three dozen chairs from the Pea Patch. Don & Langga
Gay had set up the fly-in area. They prepared the bounteous amount of food including varieties of meats, soups, many
fancy breads, tasty desserts, coffee and sweet tea. Nine vintage automobiles were on display. 13 planes were in by 11:45
AM. Among members who flew in were Eddie Booth with his RV-7, Sandy Howard with his Beech Bonanza, Steve
Thompson with his Cessna 175, Joe Britt with his RV-9A, and Don Bush with his RV-7A. Besides those pilots there were
club members Sid & Ben Brown, Greg Connell, Don & Langga Gay, Gary Harden, Jean Hildebrant, John Magnan, Roger
McCoig, Shane & Amber Nothdurft, Al Patton, Tom Patton, Johna Thompson, and several other members. There was a
sizable group of visitors who drove in from the Millen area. Counting several planes that left earlier in the morning, about
20 planes flew in. The last planes to leave took off around 3:00 PM.

Flight lines

Visitors watching the planes coming in.

Visitors getting ready for lunch.

Langga Gay (at left) setting up for the lunch.

Vintage cars on display.

SOUTH CAROLINA REPRESENTATIVE PROPOSES RESTRICTION ON DRONES
One of the first bills the South Carolina House will deal with when the session starts in January is whether to put new
restrictions on unmanned aircraft, or drones. A bill already on the first day's calendar would limit how police could use
drones. Click Drones to read the bill. Rep. Dan Hamilton, R-Taylors, the main sponsor of the bill,
says, "Drones can be used for mass surveillance from a law enforcement or state agency that could
go around and collect information without regard to a purpose." His bill would require police to get
a search warrant in order to use a drone in certain situations. The Richland County Sheriff's
Department already has an unmanned aircraft, a small remote-controlled helicopter with a camera
mounted in front. Deputy Marcus Kim flies it and says, "Basically, we only use this for emergency situations where we
need to utilize a tool to keep the deputies on the roads safe, and that's one of the tools that we use. We don't use this to fly
around, go peek through windows, peek through backyards."
Rep. Hamilton says he expects the bill to pass because it's a non-partisan issue and he's been getting support from
Republicans and Democrats. He says senators he's spoken to about the bill have also been supportive. Georgia so far has
no “drone bill” in the works. If a person would want one, now is the time to contact your state senator or representative.
(Information adapted from WJBF TV 11/21/13 and SCstatehouse.gov )

GERMAN COMPANY DEVELOPS ELECTRIC ROTORCRAFT
Can be manned or used as a drone.

World-wide it seems that many countries now want to have drones, not necessarily like the U.S. Predator drones which are
armed, but to look down and see what others – crooks or innocent citizens – are doing, or
just to carry something, cargo or people. A company in Germany is developing an electric
rotorcraft that can be manned or flown remotely. The two-seat e-volo Volocopter rotorcraft
flew for the first time on November 17th inside an arena in Karlsruhe, Germany, the
company announced three days later. The aircraft flew multiple times, with several flights
almost reaching the 70-foot-high ceiling of the arena. The takeoffs and landings were
smooth, the company said, and flight was vibration-free. Eighteen small, quiet electric
E-Volo First Flight.
motors independently powered the rotors. The company said the Volocopter is easy to fly, the
design is highly redundant, and the distributed energy supply is virtually fail-proof. No pilot was on board for the flight;
the aircraft was flown remotely. Normally it is planned that the vehicle would have human occupants – it is a “vertical
take-off and landing (VTOL) manned aircraft”. Development so far has been covered mainly by research grants, but the
company now is taking on a new partner -- Ascending Technologies, a UAV manufacturer -- and seeking crowdfunding
through the Seedmatch Website. The association with a UAV manufacturer seems to indicate that the necessity of human
“pilots” aboard is not indicated. The humans aboard are called “passengers” by the company. The company says it plans to
start deliveries of the aircraft in 2016. (Information adapted from AVwebFlash, e-volo.com, theawesomer.com, gamengadgets.com, DIY Drones )

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: True or False: Before acting as pilot in command of an aircraft towing a glider,
a pilot must file a flight plan with flight service.
According to AOPA and the FAA: False. The pilot in command is not required to file a flight plan. However, the
pilot in command must notify the control tower before conducting any towing operation within the lateral boundaries
of the surface areas of Class B, Class C, Class D, or Class E airspace designated for an airport. ATC may require the
pilot to notify ATC of each towing flight. If a control tower does not exist or is not in operation, the pilot in command
must notify the flight service station serving that controlled airspace before conducting any towing operations in that
airspace. (Source: 14 CFR Part 91.309 )
This Month’s Question: Even if you wait the required eight hours after consuming your last alcoholic beverage, your
alcohol concentration must be below what level to fly legally?

EAA 172 Christmas Party
December 14, 2013, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

EAA 172 Meeting

Chili Cook-off

(tentative)
January 11, 2014, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

EAA 172 Meeting

Winter Soup Party

(tentative)
February 8, 2014, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

Tommy
Lee
Eddie
Tom
Robert
Dennis
John
Richard

EDWARDS
KEEFER
BOOTH
DEGROODT
RHODES
ALLEN
LACHER
FENDER

12-02
12-05
12-09
12-13
12-14
12-16
12-23
12-24

Pierre & Jenny SMITH
Gary
& Shirley HARDEN
Richard & Paula JONES
Charles & Susanne LEWIS

Lilly
Ely
Samta Grover
Cathryn
Pearl P.
Tina
Bunny

ROBBINS
DEGROODT
SHETTY
KNIGHT
MILES
EDWARDS
NEWMAN

12-15
12-17
12-17
12-21
12-21
12-24
12-27

12-03
12-17
12-18
12-19

EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, December 26: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly nonbusiness social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. Because of all the holiday happenings this month, there will
be no EAA 172 social "get together" this month. The next one will be January 23, 2014. For questions, contact
Sheila Connell 803-279-7250 e-mail: conl6356@comcast.net .

On the Web go to nightout.jcmservices.net

OVERWEIGHT PILOTS: BEWARE!
The “Nanny State” has you in its gunsight!
Chunky pilots could lose their pilot certificates.
We all have heard about the New
York City mayor (soon to be ex-mayor)
Bloomberg trying to ban large soft
drinks at restaurants as well as
successfully banning sugary drinks,
certain baking ingredients, the amount of
salt in food, as well as prescribing
what materials should be used to produce
drinking cups. Also we know of
various Federal agencies telling you or
food suppliers and restaurants what
type and how many french fries you
should eat, or nagging you about
what exercises you should do as well as
how much sleep you should get and
also reminding you to “Eat your
vegetables” and not eat sweet
desserts. These are just what your Mama
used to tell you and an example of what is called the Nanny State who knows what is best for you. Well, the Nanny
State is now after your pilot certificate!
In November the Federal Air Surgeon Dr. Fred Tilton had notified (PDF) Air Medical Examiners (AMEs) that they
will soon be required to measure the body mass index (BMI) of all pilots and controllers during their medicals. Anyone
with a BMI of 40 or more (up to 25 is normal) and with a neck circumference of 17 inches or more will automatically
have to be evaluated for OSA by a doctor who is a "board certified sleep specialist." Obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) or
simply sleep apnea is a common disorder in which you have one or more pauses in breathing while you sleep. Sleep
apnea usually is a chronic (ongoing) condition that disrupts your sleep. When your breathing pauses or becomes
shallow, you’ll often move out of deep sleep and into light sleep. As a result, the quality of your sleep is poor, which
makes you tired during the day. Sleep apnea is a leading cause of excessive daytime sleepiness. Dr. Tilton alleges that
being overweight is directly linked to OSA (sleep apnea). Anyone who has OSA, or is alleged to possibly have sleep
apnea, has to get it treated successfully before he or she can fly again because OSA is a disqualifying condition.
EAA (link) and AOPA (PDF) each wrote strongly worded letters to FAA Administrator Michael Huerta "demanding"
that a new policy regarding sleep apnea in pilots and controllers be suspended (and ultimately killed) because it
addresses a problem that hasn't been proven to exist, exceeds the Federal Flight Surgeon's mandate and could cost the
pilot community as much as $374 million in compliance costs. The two groups also noted that the policy was
announced without notice or comment period. In its comment, AOPA says the FAA's own data estimates about 20
percent of pilots (127,000) are considered obese and obesity is common marker of sleep apnea. A night in a sleep
clinic, necessary to determine a diagnosis of sleep apnea, costs anywhere from $800 to $3,500. However EAA says
there's little evidence that sleep apnea is a primary or even contributory cause of pilots falling asleep in the cockpit,
much less causing accidents.
Also, there is no valid research that the BMI calculations are any more true or “real” than
putting a magnet on your gas line will improve gas mileage [an urban myth]. Steven Halls,
MD, writes that BMI is educated guessing, based on a mix of scientific data and unproved
assumptions. BMI criteria don't adjust for race or nationality differences. Also missing is an
adjustment for muscularity, so that body builders or really fit pilots will get insulted when their
BMI suggests they are overweight or obese. But, since AMEs will have to follow what they're
told by the FAA, watch out for that third helping of apple pie or fourth drumstick during the
holidays, especially if your pilot certificate is soon due to be renewed.
(Information adapted from AvWebFlash 11/18/13, AOPA news 11/18/13, EAA.org 11/19/13, AvWeb FAA defends itself 11/20/13, JetWhine 11/25/13,
AvwebFlash FAA moves forward 11/28/13, FAA BMI Calc )

Fly-in at Monty Rast’s on Saturday, December 28, 2013 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Monty Rast is a “Flying Farmer” - Cessna 182 - who lives about 11 miles NE of Orangeburg, SC. He has a large farm and
specializes in peanuts, corn, and wheat. Two more farming ventures are Edisto Blueberries and Cannon Bridge Strawberries.

He has invited us to a big “shindig” – barbecue fly-in at his private airstrip.
GPS Coordinates: N 33° 36.940'

W 080° 45.078'

BBQ served at 12:30 PM so be in before noon! Call or e-mail him that you are coming (see below)
His airstrip is 100’ wide and 2800 feet long. Runway is 06/24 and is finely mowed grass. See the Google Map HERE (much
color detail if you click “satellite” on the map). He asks that you call the UNICOM when you approach: 123.45 mhz
If possible, land from the SW over Old State Rd. U.S. Hwy. 176. Powerlines at NE end of field. Here is an airport diagram.
You can contact Monty by calling 803-707-0771 or by e-mailing edwardrast@windstream.net
He was the South Carolina “Farmer of the Year” in 2012 and an excellent article was written giving a lot of info about him.

GPS SIGNALS MAY BE UNRELIABLE IN FLORIDA
(If you're flying or driving to, or through, this area using a GPS, you could inadvertently fly into a restricted area and/or Siri may not be accurate on your iPhone!)

The FAA has issued a flight advisory for potentially unreliable GPS signals in the area around Cape
Canaveral, Florida, November 10 through December 13. See the flight advisory for details. Pilots are
encouraged to report anomalies to the appropriate air route traffic control center to help determine the extent
of signal degradation. Please share your reports with AOPA. Notams will be published at least 24 hours in
advance of any GPS test, but may change with little or no notice. The advisory indicates that within a 12 nm
radius at 50 ft. AGL, from the Melbourne, Florida VOR (MLB), the GPS signal may be unreliable or
unavailable. At 4,000 ft. AGL the GPS signal may be unreliable or unavailable for a radius of 68 nm from MLB. That
includes Ormond Beach, Daytona Beach, Orlando, etc. ( Information from AOPA, FAA )

EAA 172 Extends its Condolences to the Family and Friends of John “Sonny” Applewhite
Mr. John M. “Sonny” Applewhite, 80, of Augusta entered into rest on Saturday, Nov. 23, 2013, at the Georgia War
Veterans Home. Mr. Applewhite was the father of Cathy Brown, the wife of our club president Sid Brown. Mr.
Applewhite graduated from Richmond Academy, Augusta Junior College, and The University of Georgia with a
BS in physical education. He later obtained his master’s degree in education from Georgia Southern University
and certification in interior design from Augusta Technical College. He served in the U.S. Navy in
communications during the Korean Conflict stateside and in the Azores and re-enlisted during the Vietnam
Conflict serving in Guam. After leaving active duty, he served in the Naval Reserves in Atlanta, Charleston, SC,
Homestead and Pensacola, FL, before retiring as Commander. He worked with his father at Applewhite’s Custom
Draperies and later continued the business on his own. He was a Christian and a member of National Hills Baptist Church.
Some of his favorite moments on earth involved fishing and being with his grandchildren and family.

EAA 172 Extends its Condolences to the Family and Friends of Richard Showalter
Mr. Richard Showalter, 56, beloved husband of thirty-seven years to Susan Showalter, died
Monday, November 25th, 2013, doing what he loved, flying his Piper Apache. Born in
Baltimore, MD, he had been a resident of Culpeper, VA, prior to coming to Graniteville, SC, in
2009. His career as an Air Traffic Controller began in the United States Navy. Following his
honorable discharge from the Navy, he went to work in the same capacity with the FAA.
Richard had a passion for flying and enjoyed hunting and fishing. He and Susan enjoyed taking
their four-legged child “Ziggy” for walks. Showalter, 56, was the only person aboard the 1958
Piper PA23-160 Apache when it crashed into some trees near the Twin Lakes Airport just after
6:00 pm on Monday, November 25, 2013.

Members' Items for Sale
EAA 172 member Dennis Allen still has this for sale for $350 OBO:
iFly 700a GPS unit, Yoke & Windshield mounts, Remote Control, AC adapter, Manual, Carrying case
Contact: cell: 706-829-2130 any time, Or EMAIL AT dennispilot@bellsouth.net
For the full version of this ad click on: For Sale: iFLY 700a GPS
EAA 172 member Keith Robbins still has this for sale for $12,000:
Continental O-300-D engine with Airflow Performance injection.
Contact Keith Robbins by e-mail: kcr83406@yahoo.com
For the full version of this ad click on: For Sale: Continental 0-300-D engine

ILLEGAL OPERATIONS AT SMALL AIRPORTS ARE USUALLY KEPT SECRET
Most pilots have observed illegal operations happening at small airports and fly-ins they visit. Usually these are those noncommercial pilots flying passengers and charging them, at times using non-legal reasoning such as “sharing expenses” and
misinterpreting the FARS, FAR 61.113(a) in particular (see the opinion from the Reigel Law Firm). At other times they
observe those pilots non-rated for an aircraft, which may not even be registered and legal, flying them around those small
airports which are rarely visited by the FAA. Usually the illegal pilots keep their operations private, and don't advertise
them, but not John Walsh near Key Largo, Florida.
Authorities allege that John Walsh, 46, has been using an unregistered LSA-type aircraft and
falsified pilot certificate to fly customers near Key Largo, Florida. Walsh was charged November
19th with felony operation of the aircraft — an M-Squared Breeze II that would otherwise be an
LSA or experimental category aircraft, fitted with pontoons — in a careless and reckless manner
and possession of an unregistered aircraft. Authorities say Walsh was in possession of a fake
pilot’s license and used Facebook to advertise for customers. They say he was not in possession
of a pilot certificate of any kind and an FAA safety inspector reportedly shot video of Walsh
flying the unregistered seaplane, exiting the aircraft with a passenger, and soliciting others.
Walsh was released from custody after posting a $10,000 bond. His aircraft has been confiscated, a Monroe County
Sheriff’s Office spokesperson told WPTV news. The sheriff’s director of aviation, Brooks Bateman, told NaplesNews.com
that Walsh “didn’t have any pilot certification at all.” He added that the aircraft Walsh flew was “falling apart due to
saltwater exposure.” Walsh was allegedly filmed soliciting rides for $20 per passenger in the two-seat open-cockpit
aircraft.
Federal Aviation Administration spokeswoman Kathleen Bergen said the agency was working with the sheriff's office on
the investigation. According to arrest warrants, an FAA safety inspector on vacation in the Keys used his cellphone to
record Walsh flying about 25 feet over boaters and landing near a group of boats. The inspector also observed Walsh
exiting the plane with a passenger and then soliciting other customers, according to the documents. Walsh kept the aircraft
in the water in Key Largo, not at an airport, Bateman said.
(Information adapted from AVwebFLASH 11/25/13, CBS Miami 11/20/13, WPTV, NaplesNews.com 11/20/13, and the FAA)

YOUNG PILOT “WANNABES” MIGHT WANT YOUR PLANE
In 2010 the nineteen year old so-called “barefoot bandit” was sentenced to prison for flying around the country, and the
Bahamas, and crashing there in a stolen plane. Often young people will hang around an airport and express interest in what
pilots, aircraft builders, and airplanes are doing. We figure that these young “airport bums” are excited about the
possibility of becoming a pilot. Sometimes pilots will take these youngsters under their wings and show them different
aspects of their airplanes, and even take them up for a flight. But aircraft owners and pilots should possibly be wary of
who is watching what they do since young pilot “wannabes” sometimes are not all they might pretend to be – clean-cut,
hard-working, innocent, and trustworthy. These older youngsters may notice that hangars are left unlocked or with
unsecured locks, planes are unkeyed, keys kept in the plane or in an obvious place in the hangar, the small airport has open
gates or no gates and/or fences. Also the advancement of flight simulator software is such that computer savvy young
people can gain a lot of information about flying aircraft in the privacy of their homes.
In a November, 2013, case, Geoffrey Biteman, a self-taught pilot at age 18, made his final landing on an
unlit North Dakota state highway after dark, parking the Cessna 150 everyone had assumed was his at the
farm where he was late for work picking beets. Over the course of many flights between April and October,
Biteman occasionally raised suspicions (he was seen at least once landing nosewheel-first), but talked his
way out of trouble until a phone call from a North Dakota farmer closed the net. The two-seat Cessna that
Biteman made his own actually belongs to two brothers: U.S. Air Force Maj. Joshua Rasmussen, who is
deployed in Afghanistan, and U.S. Army Maj. Adam Rasmussen, according to the Grand Forks Herald.
Biteman allegedly first gained access to the aircraft by posing as a buyer and stating that he was both a pilot and aircraft
mechanic. The seller allowed Biteman unsupervised access and gave permission for a flight, according to authorities. Then,
they say, Biteman began to return for flights, regularly. At least one witness reported seeing Biteman flying the Cessna into
and out of a nearby airport, frequently, throughout the summer.

The eighteen-year-old has been charged in Roseau, Minnesota, with theft of the 1971 Cessna 150 that he allegedly flew
regularly without a pilot certificate, or the benefit of any prior lessons, and later used for unique night operations. “This kid
was telling everybody that he’s a pilot,” Roseau Police Chief Ward Anderson said. “We even assumed, in the beginning,
that he had a pilot’s license. Who in their right mind would fly a plane without a pilot’s license? You just don’t hear of that
kind of thing.”The charges bring a potential sentence of 10 years in prison. In separate instances, the young man allegedly
accessed the airport with friends and drove the airport’s courtesy car, and accessed the incident aircraft. Later, he allegedly
used the aircraft for commercial activities that included landing on an unlit road, at night, and loading the plane with sugar
beets for transport, according to police. Biteman does have a prior criminal record, having pled guilty to stealing a horse
trailer earlier in the summer.
The above mug shot, taken October 22nd by the county sheriff, captured Biteman with a vacant expression, tousled blond
hair, a boyish face, and wispy fuzz on his chin. He will be sentenced January 6, following a routine pre-sentencing
investigation likely to note the previous guilty plea for stealing the horse trailer that was noted by the Grand Forks Herald.
Assistant County Attorney Michael Grover said the felony charge of motor vehicle theft and a misdemeanor charge for
unauthorized use of an aircraft were all that could be proved. The teen pleaded guilty to state charges on November 25th
that carry a negotiated penalty of 13 months in prison, suspended after 60 days, followed by another 60 days of home
confinement with electronic monitoring, and five years of probation. He will be required to pay just over $1,000 in fines,
and make restitution for damages to the Cessna’s owners—an amount that remains to be determined.
AOPA Manager of Aviation Security Tom Zecha said that while thankfully rare, the case highlights the
potential cost of complacency for any owner who leaves an airplane unsecured. Door locks, throttle locks,
propeller locks, and similar devices can deter or slow down, if not always prevent unauthorized use. Observant
pilots and airport staff also have a role to play. “It can happen anywhere, unfortunately,” Zecha said.
“Complacency is a problem.” See the AOPA hints for securing your aircraft.
So, lock your hangar, lock your plane, hide the key(s) very well, and vet youngsters that hang around the
airport too often, especially around your portion of the airport facilities.
(Information adapted from AVwebFLASH 11/25/13, AOPA ePilot 11/29/13, GrandForksHerald.com, 11/25/13 )

Sometimes you worry whether putting that extra bag on your old Cessna will make it overweight or push the CG too far forward or
aft. Your problems are nothing like Santa's, according to some experts.
Assuming that each child gets nothing more than a medium-sized lego set (2 pounds), the sleigh is carrying 321,300 tons, not
counting Santa, who is invariably described as overweight. We need 214,200 reindeer. This increases the payload - not even
counting the weight of the sleigh - to 353,430 tons.
Santa's sleigh is moving at 650 miles per second, 3,000 times the speed of sound, so that he can make all his stops in time.
You have felt the force of a few Gs while flying. Santa's 353,000 tons traveling at 650 miles per second creates enormous air
resistance and also Santa, with the 353,000 tons will be subjected to centrifugal forces - a 250-pound Santa (which seems
ludicrously slim) would be pinned to the back of his sleigh by 4,315,015 pounds of force.
And you thought you had problems with that measly bag on your Cessna!
Click the garland below to see the Expert's complete description of Santa's trip. Merry Christmas!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Listings on the “Upcoming Events” pages are often revised. Check the Calendar on the EAA 172 Website for any changes.

December 2013
Saturday, December 7: The Aero Club of Metropolitan Atlanta will host members and vintage World War II-era
aircraft of the Commemorative Air Force (CAF) Dixie Wing during the business club’s upcoming meeting on
th
th
Saturday, December 7 at the 57 Fighter Group Restaurant located at the Peachtree-Dekalb Airport. The two
organizations will discuss a shared passion for aviation and the CAF Dixie Wing’s plans for the preservation of
historic aircraft and ongoing education programs for schools, youth groups and civic organizations. The aircraft will
be on display for restaurant patrons, 11am-4pm. For more information contact Chris Madrid, Public Information
Officer CAF Dixie Wing 770-655-3315 e-mail: cjmadrid@yahoo.com
Saturday, December 14: Annual EAA 172 Christmas Party at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA);
runway 01/19: 2500' x 150' sod -- fair --; GPS: 33° 18.08' N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511 Boulineau Rd.,
Blythe, Georgia, 30805. UNICOM 122.7 mhz. We will be having fried turkey. Those whose last names begin with AM please bring desserts; those whose last names begin with N-Z please bring side-dishes. Please bring an
unwrapped toy for a girl or boy for the CMC (Children Medical Center) at MCG / GHSU (Georgia Health Sciences
University) - GRUA - Georgia Regents University Augusta. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport
info. For Christmas Party information contact Sid Brown (762) 245-8103 eMail: sid@thesidbrowns.com or John
Magnan (706) 547-3607 eMail: jcm2@earthlink.net Click HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE
for the Mapquest directions. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info. For the agenda
click HERE.
Sunday, December 15: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Greenville Downtown Airport, Greenville, South
Carolina (KGMU) UNICOM 122.95; CTAF 119.9. ZIPcode 29607. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between
9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KGMU for airport info. For driving directions click on Greenville Downtown
Airport. SCBC Website. SCBC on Facebook.
Thursday, December 26: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly nonbusiness social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. Because of all the holiday happenings this month, there will
be no EAA 172 social "get together". The next one will be January 23, 2014. For questions contact Sheila Connell
803-279-7250 e-mail: conl6356@comcast.net .
Sunday, December 29: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB At the Twin Lakes Airpark, Ballard's hangar,
Twin Lakes, South Carolina (S17). CTAF/UNICOM: 122.9. ZIPcode 29847. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast:
Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Contact: Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/S17 for airport info. For driving directions click on Twin Lakes Airport. SCBC
Website. SCBC on Facebook.

January 2014
Saturday, January 11: (tentative) Chili Cook-off by the EAA 172 Members 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome
(61GA). BRING POTS OF YOUR FAVORITE CHILI. A short meeting will be around 1:00 PM after the meal of
chili prepared by many members. Runway 01/19: 2500' x 150' sod -- fair --; GPS: N33° 18.08' N / 82° 10.46' W;
Elevation 434', 4511 Boulineau Rd., Blythe, Georgia, 30805. UNICOM 122.7 mhz. For more information contact
Sid Brown (762) 245-8103 eMail: sid@thesidbrowns.com or John Magnan (706) 547-3607 eMail:
jcm2@earthlink.net Click HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE for the Mapquest directions. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info. For the agenda click HERE.

NAME THAT PLANE

Bristol Brabazon
The Bristol Type 167 Brabazon was a large propeller-driven airliner, designed by the Bristol Aeroplane Company (BOAC), to fly
transatlantic routes between the United Kingdom and the United States. Despite its size, roughly between an Airbus A300 and a
Boeing 767, it was designed to carry only 100 passengers, each one granted room about the size of the entire interior of a small car.
The Mark I aircraft, registration G-AGPW, rolled out for engine runs in December 1948, and flew for the first time, over the
Bristol, England, area, for 25 minutes on September 4, 1949. The Brabazon visited London's Heathrow Airport in June 1950
making a number of successful takeoffs and landings, and was demonstrated at the 1951 Paris Air Show. The Brabazon was the
first aircraft with 100% powered flying controls, the first with electric engine controls, and the first with high-pressure hydraulics.
But for all of the splendor surrounding its maiden voyage, the massive aircraft was soon relegated to the scrap heap of aviation
history. The Brabazon was to fail for reasons of economics. She was conceived following an era when passenger flying in England
and Europe was the domain of civil servants in transit, business executives, and the well-off. The airliner was viewed in the same
light as the ocean liner. BOAC considered passengers would find a long non-stop flight almost intolerable and should therefore be
provided with 200 ft3 for comfort, and 270 ft3 for luxury. Compare this to current airliner passenger space. In October 1953, after
less than 400 hours flying time, the first prototype was broken up, along with the uncompleted second Brabazon prototype.
( Data and information from The Plane That Flew Too Soon, Unreal Aircraft - Lost Classics - Bristol Brabazon, Aviation Archives, UK, Flying Magazine p. 84
November 2013, “The World’s Worst Selection”, King, H.F. "Brabazon" Flight, 29 September 1949, p. 149 , Rare air-to-air footage of the Bristol Brabazon )

Bristol Brabazon (Mark I) Specifications
General characteristics
Crew: 6 - 12
Capacity: 100 passengers
Length: 177 ft. Height: 50 ft.
Wingspan: 230 ft. Wing area: 5,317 ft²
Empty weight: 145,100 lb.
Max. takeoff weight: 290,000 lb.
Powerplant: 8 × Bristol Centaurus
18 cylinder radial engines, 2,650 hp each
Propellers: paired contra-rotating
Rotol, three wooden blades
Propeller diameter: 16 ft.
Fuel capacity 13,650 Imp gal.

Actual photo of the Brabazon on the
ramp. The front page photo is from a
painting by Terence Cuneo CVO, OBE
(1907- 1996) and painted in 1950 . It
was used on the cover of the official
Souvenir Program of the Brabazon
launch.

Performance
Maximum speed: 300 mph at 25,000 ft.
Cruise speed: 250 mph (220 knots ) at 25,000 ft.
Range: 5,500 miles at 250 mph and 25,000 ft.
Service ceiling: 25,000 ft at full weight
Rate of climb: 750 ft/min at sea level
Max. wing loading: 54 lb/ft²
Landing speed: 115 mph

The Bristol Brabazon’s cockpit and flight
engineers station. On the left is also the
navigation station. In 1949 navigation was
much more complicated and did not have
the benefit of satellite navigation or many
of the other aids now taken for granted.

Passenger cabin. All
passengers were first class!

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also
wanted the mailed version you need to contact the club Secretary at EAA172@jcmservices.net
and indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date,
which for January is December 28, which is also the deadline for any articles for the January
issue. Note that mail has slowed during the past year, so it may take at least two days from the
mailing date for you to receive the newsletter. The production and mailing of the paper Pea Patch
Post costs EAA 172 $24 annually per recipient. Also note that if you have the newsletter mailed,
and do not inform the EAA 172 Secretary about an address change, the Postal Service will charge
you a 50 cent fee for mail forwarding.

