EAA 172 Meeting
Election of 2016 Officers
November 14, 2015
Meal at 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia
EAA 172 Meeting

Christmas Party
December 12, 2015
Meal at 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia
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EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, November 26: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly non-business social
gathering held on the fourth Thursday. Because of all the holiday happenings this month (Today is Thanksgiving!) and next
month, there will be no EAA 172 social "get together" this month. The next one will be January 28, 2016, when Sheila Connell
will be handling the details. Contact Virginia Bush for more details 706-554-5618 e-mail: donr.bush@yahoo.com.

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: If you make a cross-country flight and do three touch and goes at an airport along
the way, can you count the entire flight time as cross-country time?
According to the FAA: No. Arguably 14 CFR 61.1 could be interpreted to mean that cross-country time is flight time
with "the use of dead reckoning, pilotage, electronic navigation aids, radio aids, or other navigation systems to navigate to
the landing point." Time spent in the pattern requires none of these items and would not meet the definition of a crosscountry flight. Click for the text of 14 CFR 61.1
This Month’s Question: You are 43 years old, and your last FAA medical exam was two months before your fortieth
birthday. Is your third class medical certificate valid?

The
HISTORY OF EAA 172
PART IV
With e-mail and photos received from Frank Grose, a member 1975-1979.

On September 7, 2015, an unfamiliar person wrote EAA 172 from Athens, Alabama and typed “I am a
former member of EAA Chapter 172 (1975 -1979), and wondered if I might advertise my AirBike on your site.” He
included a photo and some AirBike information and signed his name: Frank Grose. We replied that we
could advertise it and asked for more information about him since he was not mentioned in the earlier
EAA 172 history. He replied on September 8, 2015:
While stationed at Fort Gordon, I lived only a couple of miles from the old Pea Patch in Martinez. Al
Patton was the Chapter president then. I designed the original Chapter 172 patch, with the map of
Georgia in the background and Ed Flint's Taylor Mono in the foreground. As I recall, I had worked a
'swoosh' into the design as well. While there, we built the Aerosport Scamp project. I was reassigned
just before it was completed, but came back to fly it a couple of times. I bought an Aeronca Champ a
little while before leaving there. Other members I recall off the top of my head were Ken Rayburn
and Tom Patton. I'd have to did out an album for more names.

Perhaps this
old logo.

We replied later on that day: “Thanks for filling us in on your history with EAA 172 and the Pea Patch.
Al Patton and Ken Rayburn are still with us. A month ago Joe Miles passed away. Phil Colman died
April 28, 2011. Among others at the old Pea Patch, Richard Fender, Dennis Allen, Charlie Connell, Dan
Silliman, Rick Bell, Bob Rhodes, Ken Moore, Gerald Ballard, and Tom Patton are still alive. If you
want to read a history of EAA 172 & the Pea Patch, one was written a couple years ago along with their
photos from that time. You can click this to read it: EAA 172 History 1960s to 1985.”
Here is the advertisement we put into the EAA 172 ad page For Sale: Airbike.
Here are two recent photos of the AirBike Frank Grose sent:

Frank replied on September 9, 2015:
Thank you for jogging my memory with those names. Yes I remember some of them. Ken Moore was a friend.
He was one of the first guys from 172 that I took for a ride in my new Champ. I did get a ride one Sunday
morning with Tom in his beautiful Culver Cadet. I do remember Bob Rhodes as well. Real estate salesman, Phil
Coleman, sold my house for me when I left Martinez. Several years later, I saw him at a fly-in in Rome, GA. He
insisted I fly his N-3 Pup. It was a delightful little plane. I remember some of the others also, but didn't know
them very well. There was an older gentleman, Jack Niland, who had an early red and white Bellanca. I had the
pleasure of going up in it one day.
Attached are some pictures for you. One is of my Champ and me around 1985. The one of me in the Champ is
from about five years ago. I found the airplane in Lebanon, TN, and went up to try to buy it back. There are a
couple more with the AirBike. I took off the wheel pants for flying from the grass strip. I'll have to dig out some
pictures from my days at the Pea Patch, and send them along to you.
Frank and the Champ in 1985

Frank in the Champ in 2010
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Thanks for sending the link to the Chapter 172 history. I was only in the area a bit over three years, but loved
every minute I was at the Pea Patch.
I remember that Ed Flint would complain about his Taylor Monoplane being "left wing heavy." One evening, I
was standing near the runway when he took off. It appeared that something wasn't
quite right. After he landed, I looked closely, and found the trailing edge of the right
wing was about 1/4 inch lower than the left wing. Ed was astonished when I pointed
it out to him. He took it home the next day, and proceeded to correct that. He was
very happy with its handling after that. He was a real gentleman, and used to talk
about when Charles Lindberg would fly in to his local airport, about 1935, to chat
Taylor Monoplane in 2007. with fellow pilots who just treated him as one of the boys. Ed checked me out in the
Scamp.
Shortly after I bought the Champ, I let Al Patton fly it, while I watched from the ground. Much to my surprise, Al
looped it right over the runway. Two phrases I remember him using while we were building the Scamp were,
"Hammer to fit, and paint to match." and "We aren't building a piano."

Good times and good memories!

As of November, 2015, here is contact information for Frank Grose if you want to get in touch with him. The
information is from the EAA 172 Bargain Central For Sale Webpage:

Contact Frank Grose

Athens, Alabama
Phone number: 256-683-1337 or
e-mail grosef@bellsouth.net

