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The weather for this year’s Boshears SkyFest was great! Over 50 General Aviation aircraft came to the fly-in. Club
members helped out with various activities including handling the GA fly-in, led by Sid Brown; directing aircraft, led
by Charlie Connell; taking care of the People Mover activities, led by John Magnan, and manning the History tent, led
by Al Patton and Joe Miles. Besides that, as a Boshears activity, our members were Air Boss: Larry Garner, and
aerobatic pilots: Greg Connell and Gary Ward. In addition, one of our members, Larry Garner, was awarded
Aviator of the Year!

A wide view of the many GA aircraft at the fly-in.

An overall view of the SkyFest activities, with a People Mover in the middle.

Joe Miles and Al Patton
handled the History Tent.

Tom Reilly’s B-25

Club President, Al Nodorft,
working the EAA 172 tent.

A P-40 was there.

Greg Connell
Thanks to Steve Amster for many of the fine photos.

CHARLIE'S JET FLIGHT
Those of you who missed the Boshears Skyfest last month missed a great show and display of fantastic aircraft! Many
thanks to all volunteers from our chapter who worked to make it happen! Charlie Connell was again "privileged" to be in
charge of flight line operations. We say "privileged" because with all the
hard work associated with being a volunteer, occasionally there are a few
perks to the job. In this case Charlie had the opportunity to co-pilot the
L-39 jet. The following provides a bit of his description of that
experience.
"Yep, those of you who really know me realize my passion for flight
would never allow me to turn down an offer for a ride in just about any
aircraft, and the L-39 jet - you kiddin' me? Thanks to Travis from
Atlanta, who knew most of the pilots of the bigger planes and made this
happen!'"
"After the line crew helped me climb in and get adjusted, then provided full steps on what to do in the event I had to bail
out, I had to get out and get suited up in fire resistant coveralls and helmet. Then it was back in the jet waiting for the fuel
truck. After a 15-minute wait (which seemed like an eternity, as it got a bit warm), the pilot, David Lee, showed me how to
close the canopy and then fired up the engine. The cabin was pressurized, my ears began to pop, and the air-conditioning
started (Whew!). I was already surprised at how smooth it was!"
"We taxied out, Lee did a little run-up to insure we were getting
enough power, we received clearance, and he pushed the throttle forward.
I was afraid we'd run out of runway, but we had plenty of room."
"We started climbing pretty quickly, and when we were 300-400 feet
up, Lee holds up his hands and says "It's yours!" I truly became the backseat "driver"! After climbing to about 3500 feet, I pushed the nose over
to level flight. Lee tells me the cruise setting at that altitude was about
80%. I operated the ailerons a few times to feel them out and was
surprised at the easiness to maintain altitude!"
"Climbing up a bit increased power to about 90% and very soon we
were at 6000 feet, accelerating to 300 knots. After getting permission to
do a roll, I pulled the nose up to about 10 degrees, then neutralized
controls and pushed the stick left for an aileron roll. This went very
smooth and came out on point without using any rudders, rolling at a faster rate than my RV! After receiving a VERY
GOOD grade from pilot Lee, I did a few more rolls. It was then time to bring her on in, so Lee was back in control and
temporarily took us up to 10,000 feet prior to heading home! Total flying time was about 20 minutes - a great experience!
Lee said he's coming back to collect his part of the trade - a ride with me in my RV!"
On Saturday evening, there was a meal offered to the Boshears volunteers. Here are some photos from that meal.

Emerson Biggunz band: Greg Connell, Gene Criswell, and Allen Cooke.

