October 1-2, 2010
At the Wrens Fall Fly-in, held at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J) in Wrens, Georgia, we had a fairly good turnout of
aircraft of all types - 34 in all. Eleven were rotorcraft including a Robinson R44 helicopter. The rest were airplanes except
for Phillip and Janie -- Phillip flew his foot-launched powered paraglider.
About 200 people visited the fly-in. People were there from Trenton, SC;
Columbia, SC; Black Creek, GA; one from Southampton, UK (England);
Grovetown, GA; Peachtree City, GA; Daytona Beach, FL; Rockwall, TX;
Fort Mill, SC; Cleveland, GA; Calera,
AL; St. George, GA; Augusta, GA;
Greenville, NC; Taylorsville, GA; Plains,
GA; Dublin, GA; Carrolton, GA; Atkins, VA; Severn, NC; Anderson, SC. Of course there
were also people from Wrens, Matthews, and Louisville, GA. EAA 172 and the people at
the Wrens airport had invited the rotorcraft group, the Carolina-Georgia Rotors & Wings
Club out of Charlotte, NC, - EAA 1313 – to participate in the fly-in. That club's President is Barry Kropelin, from
Matthews, NC.
Some of the gyroplane folks came as early as Tuesday, September
28, and camped out on the field at Wrens. The weather became
rainy and blustery Wednesday and Thursday but turned out to be
great on Friday and Saturday, the actual fly-in days.
Early Friday evening everyone gathered
under the tents for the Low Country Boil
meal. Sid, Cathy, and Benjamin Brown
prepared it. Sid said it was the South
Carolina version: Shrimp, Smoked sausage, Potatoes, Corn and Onions. EAA 172 members brought
some side dishes. The next morning there was a fly-out to the Pea Patch for breakfast.
In preparation for the fly-in, Sid and his son Benjamin also did a fine job making sure all the fields were mowed and the
lounge and hangar were spruced up. Shane and Amber Northdurft, Ross & Machell Wheeler, and Terry Stout also helped
with the preparation. John Magnan put up the fencing and prepared the two main tents. The city of Wrens did a fine job of
preparing areas along the runway and the fields that were not mowed by Sid and his son Benjamin. Many of the club
members from EAA 1313 assisted in putting up the main tents as well as taking them down.
Some comments from the visitors were “Thanks John and Sid for all
your hard work.........it was a hit!” and after returning from the Pea
Patch breakfast “After breakfast, I promised the kids of the chapter
they could get Young Eagles flights with our club, and by golly they
all showed up at Wrens shortly after we got back. Seeing a 10-yr old
boy hold out his arms like wings on a low fly-by was worth the trip
alone.”

Wrens Fall Fly-in
Various photos during the event . . .
Some came as early as Tuesday – the early birds.
Here Dan McAllister is unloading his gyroplane.
Two of our club members flew in to see what was happening that day.
Here's John Sligar in his Hummel Bird
Followed by Don Murphy in his APF

This gentleman, a former pilot, and his wife just brought their motor home on
Wednesday so they could just sit and enjoy the fly-in.
Starting on Thursday things became quite active. There was rainy weather but in between
the rain showers the pilot/gyro owners were driving in and assembling blades on their
machines.
Here's one who is flying just below some threatening clouds.

Everything cleared up and on Friday and Saturday many aircraft flew in
and the sky was humming with gyroplanes.

Here those with gyros are preparing for a flyout to a local attraction.

Rotorcraft CFI Steve McGowan taking off in his
Robinson R44 helicopter.

On Friday Philip and Janie were there and Philip flew his foot-launched powered paraglider.

