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Sid Brown

We had a great time at our Wrens Fall Fly-in. The weather was great!
People started coming in on Thursday and stayed through Sunday.
Saturday was the big day and we had more than 40 aircraft total with 23
being gyroplanes. We had 178 visitors and over 50 people at the lunch.
40% of the people flew more than 100 miles and one flew in from
Pennsylvania. We had folks from 10 states including Georgia, Florida,
North Carolina, and South Carolina. And quite a few of our members
showed up!
We will not be having our regular meeting this month since Boshears
is October 17th and 18th. I hope all of you will be attending this event. I
know many of you will be helping and thank you in advance for that.
Our next regular meeting is November 14th. Please be prepared to
nominate and elect your new president and board. I have enjoyed serving
but it is time for someone else to take the lead.
P.S. As many of you know, Fay Allen passed away last month. Fay and
Dennis have been faithful members of our club for many years. Fay was
always eager to help with the food trailer, food preparation, clubhouse
decorations, and anything else she could do to help out. She and Dennis
have been friends of my family for many years. We will miss her. Dennis,
our prayers are with you and your family. Thank you for all you and Fay
have done over the years for our club.
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Keep 'em flying!
Sid

On Friday the temperature was in the mid-80s with a somewhat brisk wind,
under a mostly cloudy sky. On Saturday we had a blue sky with slight winds and
the temperature in the low 90s. However, four
aircraft did come in on Thursday, September
17th, which also had fine weather, in the mid80s. The first to arrive was Wayne Hubbs,
who flew non-stop to Wrens from Smithville,
Tennessee, in a Magni M22 gyroplane, a
distance of 297 NM (about 342 statute miles).
Barry Maggio came in two hours later in his
Apollo AGI gyroplane. He had flown from Wayne Hubbs in his Magni gyro.
Hampden, Massachusetts, 748 NM (about 816 statute miles).
However, he had stopped in Maryland to see his brother so his final leg, non-stop, was 440
NM (506 statute miles).
Many current gyroplanes, unlike the old-time gyrocopters, are fully equipped aircraft with
glass panels capable of long-distance cross country travel. EAA 172 club members who came
to the fly-in looked over these modern gyroplanes and were somewhat amazed at their
capabilities. A visitor from Roswell, Georgia, remarked in an Internet posting that until the
last several years, most gyroplanes that were at fly-ins were trailered in: “40% of the gyros at
Barry Maggio in his Apollo gyro.
this event actually flew-in, 67% of those being Euros [designed in Europe].” “We had six
Euro-gyros fly-in, most from distances between 300 to 750nm. ... 100% of the Euro-gyros that
attended actually flew-in.” More gyroplanes were trailered or flew in on Friday. Some flew in from Macon or the Atlanta area.
Three flew in from mid-Florida on Saturday. One fixed wing, a Cessna Skyhawk, flew in on Friday.
On Saturday many more fixed-wing aircraft came in from Alpharetta, Augusta, Cleveland, Dallas, Dewy Rose, Douglas, and
Stockbridge, Georgia. Other fixed-wing aircraft came in from Abbeville, Fort Mill, Trenton, and Twin Lakes, South Carolina. A
couple aircraft flew in from the Charlotte, North Carolina area. We had Cessna 170s, 172s, 182s, and a 185. There was an RV-7,
RV-8A, RV-10, a Bonanza, a Citabria, a Cherokee 140, a Tripacer, a Grumman Cheetah, a Luscombe, two Pitts, and a number
more fixed-wing aircraft. More than 40 aircraft were at the fly-in. 23 of them were gyroplanes. The last five aircraft left around
noon on Sunday, September 20. At least 180 people from ten states enjoyed the camaraderie of others excited by flying and
aircraft. Under the two large tents on Saturday, around noon, more than 50 attendees enjoyed the fine barbecue meal prepared by
Sid, Cathy, and Ben Brown.

Steve Harrington, from Madison,
Mississippi, drove in just to ride in
a gyroplane.

Many enjoyed the fine barbecue.

A great view of a portion of the fixed-wing flight line.

A mixture of advanced gyroplanes
and fixed wing aircraft on the ramp.

