U.S. GOVERNMENT WANTS AUTHORITY TO SHOOT DOWN DRONES
(ANOTHER DRONE ARTICLE, BUT THIS ONE COULD KILL-- HERE IN THE U.S.!)

Many of us have drones that we play around with. Some use drones as part of a business, such as showing or
surveying properties. Others use drones to track down survivors and stranded animals in a
hurricane. It was announced on May 26, 2017 that the Trump administration is circulating draft
legislation that would give the government sweeping powers to track and destroy drones over the
U.S., according to The New York Times. According to the draft bill, the government would be
authorized to track, seize or destroy any unmanned aircraft it deems to post a security threat to
areas identified for special protection. “While the government would have to respect privacy, civil
rights and liberties in pursuing such enforcement, courts would have no jurisdiction to hear lawsuits arising from its antidrone actions.”
However, without any legislation, this has already started. AvWeb reported that by military decree, any drones flying
over military airspace can now be shot down. This includes the entire area encompassing Fort Gordon,
for example. Personnel at military bases can shoot down private or commercial drones that are deemed a
threat, Pentagon spokesman Capt. Jeff Davis said at a press briefing on August 7, 2017. The bases
“retain the right of self-defense when it comes to UAVs or drones operating over [them],” Davis said.
"The increase of commercial and private drones in the United States has raised our concerns with regards
to the safety and security of our installations, aviation safety and the safety of people.” The FAA had
announced in April, 2017 that drones were banned from flying over military bases and testing sites.
"Protecting our force remains a top priority, and that's why DOD issued this very specific — but classified — policy,
developed with the FAA and our interagency partners, that details how DOD personnel may counter the unmanned aircraft
threat," Davis said. The “rules of engagement” include taking steps such as “tracking, disabling or destroying” the drones,
depending on the assessment of the threat, he said.
It is unclear whether a MOA (Military Operations Area) or MOAs like the ones over Jefferson, Burke, and parts of
Richmond county, Georgia, are part of “military airspace.” An AOPA 1999 on-line article seems to indicate that MOAs
are part of military airspace. “Military airspace sends shock waves of fear through the spines of some pilots, while other
pilots could not care less about it. The ones who have had a close encounter of the scary kind were probably involved in a
close call or near-midair collision with a high-speed fighter or giant transport in a military operations area (MOA). The
rest have probably traversed military airspace unscathed several times without seeing another airplane at all.” In ORDER
JO 7400.2H Effective Date: March 10, 2011 published by the FAA, it is still not clear. The words “military” and
“airspace” are in the ORDER but not used together. But some will find that the words “military airspace” do not need to
be adjacent to each other since the meaning of “military airspace” is definitely implied in the FAA order. Of course we
might obtain more clarity after the first private drone is shot down in a MOA and the issue goes to court.
( Information adapted from AVweb Flash May 26, 2017→Administration Wants Drone Shoot Down Authority, New York Times→authority to shoot down
drones, AVweb Flash August 11, 2017→New Policy: Drones In Military Airspace May Be Shot Down, AOPA News and Media September 5, 1999→Military
Airspace - Craniums Up!, FAA Chapter 25.→Military Operations Areas )

SHORT FINAL
AVweb April 10, 2017

Heard on a scanner:
Jet Blue: “Jet Blue 123 climbing to eight thousand”.
No response
Jet Blue: “Jet Blue 123 how do you hear?”
Bradley Approach: “With my ears: turn left direct Norwich VOR”.
----------------------------------------AVweb May 22, 2017

Heard on a scanner:
JetBlue: Tower, is our speed compatible with the aircraft ahead of us?
Tower: As long as you don't go to warp factor 6, you should be fine.

FOR SALE:
Members' Items for Sale

RV-4

FOR SALE
1994 RV-4. Just over 800 hrs. total time. Engine is a Lycoming IO 320 -- 220 hrs. SMOH. Inverted fuel and oil
system. Great for day/night VFR. Three blade Catto prop, installed December, 2015, has the very expensive and
top performing "Electroformed Nickel" leading edge. Has a Bendix King KLX 135A GPS/Comm unit. Has a
Terra TRT-250D transponder which takes the all solid-state design of the TRT-250, and adds a more readable
display and a number of convenience features. Standard classic aviation gauges & instruments, no glass panel.
Located at Waynesboro, Georgia.

Asking $49,500
Contact Edwin Wadel, Owner - located Waynesboro, Georgia
e-mail: Edwin Wadel

CLICK PHOTO TO ENLARGE IT.

POWERED PARACHUTE FOR SALE AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
2005 Destiny XLT Tandem. 125 hrs TT. Purchased in 2006 with 10 hrs TT from
original owner. Still perfect. Beautiful multi-colored Sundowner 550 chute. 65 HP
Rotax engine with dual ignition. VHF, CB (for formation flying) and Garmin etrex
GPS. Engine Information System. 10 gal fuel tank. Very economical to fly - 4 gal/hr on
car gas. Great low-and-slow fun at 10 ft AGL and 30 mph. Super platform for sight
seeing and photography. Two helmets with IC. Includes enclosed trailer with ramp.
Located at Louisville, Georgia ( 2J3 ). The safest way to fly. Easy to learn.
Click here or photo to enlarge Owner/seller Navy career attack pilot.

Now asking only $11,500 (reduced again, this time by $1,495!)
Contact Charles Lewis at 706-830-3393 or e-mail: Charles Lewis
EAA 172 member Larry Garner sold his Cherokee aircraft. He has many aircraft related items for sale. Larry
wrote on February 4, 2016: “Since I sold my Cherokee , been going thru what airplane stuff I’ve accumulated
over the years and this is some of what I have. I am very open to offers, just have to start somewhere. I did
research current selling prices.”
Larry Garner e-mail: garner49@comcast.net SEE THE LIST AT: Garner's Airplane Stuff

