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President's Desk

Al Nodorft

I hope everyone had a chance to see the eclipse in August. It was a big deal
for folks with planes as we had the opportunity to fly to a great viewing point.
We joined the flying herd and did the same. Flew over to Sumter, SC to watch it
with friends. Some things you wonder -- if there is more hype than substance,
but I must say watching the eclipse was worth it. We were way out in the
country in the middle of a meadow and could hear the effect on the bugs and
birds. Was also very impressed on how quickly it went dark. When it was over I
wished it could do it again as I felt like I missed parts of it juggling looking
through glasses and then looking at it normally.
On the way home we were talking to Bush tower and they told someone else
that the eclipse created more traffic for them than the Masters Golf tournament.
I am sure that was just an estimate at that time, but the aircraft turnout for it
was quite amazing.
This notice might be too late for anyone who has not
made plans, but the Triple Tree fly-in is September 6 -10. It
is the BEST fly-in in the South East. It is worth going even
if you have to drive. Hope that by the time you read this I
have seen some of you there already.
Finally – don’t forget our favorite fly-in – Wrens! John
Magnan has been publishing the dates and activities. Fly in,
drive in, or walk in, whatever it takes for you to get there. If
you are lucky you might get a ride in a gyro. At the right is
the one I soloed in last year. What a blast!
Click photo to enlarge
SEPTEMBER MEETING:
No meeting in September. Instead please support the Wrens Fall Fly-in by
either flying or driving in.

Fly Safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting of EAA Chapter 172 Members for August 12, 2017 11:30 AM
Cold Cuts at the Pea Patch Aerodrome
The weather was partly cloudy in the afternoon with no rain. The temperature was in the low 90s. Before the meeting, 23
club members, their families, and visitors enjoyed a delicious cold cuts meal. Two airplanes flew in. At 11:33 AM Pierre
Smith gave the invocation and everyone enjoyed the excellent meal. Club members
had brought in many side dishes as well as
delicious desserts. The Aerospouses set out the
side dishes and desserts and prepared the dinner
tables. Club president Al Nodorft welcomed
visitor and subsequently new member Jeff
Lovejoy who works in operations at Bush Field.
Al also welcomed visitors Chris Oglesby from Wadley, Georgia, and Tony Zorn
Click to enlarge
who came in his “Monster” an aptly named Woody Pusher airplane.
President Nodorft asked for a motion approving the minutes for the July 8, 2017 meeting. Joe Britt moved and Richard
Fender seconded the motion. The members approved the minutes unanimously.
Virginia Bush said that our next social eat-out for EAA 172 would be on Thursday, August 24. It will be at Eli's
American Restaurant, 4446 Washington Rd., Evans, Georgia. She will be handling the details.
We discussed the fly-in at the Douglas, Georgia airport on Saturday, August 19, 2017. They are calling it the “1st
Annual National Aviation Day Fly-in” even though it is not their first fly-in. It is the first fly-in that Douglas Municipal
Gene Chambers Airport (DQH) is having in conjunction with the city of Douglas. Besides looking at various displays
and participating in some activities, visitors would be able to visit the World War II aircraft restoration facilities and
possibly see the B-17 that is being restored. They could also look at the Twin Mustang that only has some landing gear
work to be done before it is fully operational. Don Bush, who has participated in the Twin Mustang restoration, gave
some information about this restoration work and the Twin Mustang.
Members talked about the upcoming total eclipse of the sun that will be visible in a local swath including Richmond and
Aiken counties in Georgia and South Carolina on August 21, 2017. Members discussed how to view it and also whether
they would be going to various sites in those states to view the 100% totality.
Al Nodorft discussed his trip to AirVenture in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, July 24 – 30, 2017. He showed us many photos
taken at the event. Other club members who went were some members of Al’s family and also Dave Dent, Ronna Hiltz,
Jim Maher, Nandi Shetty and possibly others who were not at the meeting.
We also talked about the proposed privatization of the U.S. ATC (air traffic control) system. Al Nodorft and Don Bush
had many comments about this. Nandi Shetty talked about problems in ATC privatization when India privatized its ATC
system.
After the meeting adjourned at 12:45 PM we had an excellent exposition by Ross Wheeler on gyrocopters – gyroplanes.
At times using video projection, he gave
us a history of the gyroplane going from
the inventor, Juan de la Cierva, in the
early 1920s to Igor Bensen beginning in
the 1950s, then to Ken Brock in the
1960s to current gyroplanes. Ross
explained very well how the gyroplane
works and how it differs, and is the
same, as a fixed-wing aircraft. Ross also
talked about the newest gyroplanes, including his (because of weather conditions he was not able to fly his gyroplane in
from its home base at the Wrens, Georgia airport). He ably answered many questions.

