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PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

I must say a recent spate of accidents has been weighing on my “aviation” mind
recently. There was Bryan Jensen in a beautiful highly modified Pitts Model 12 who
crashed at an air show. I had not seen Bryan’s show yet, but had hoped to someday.
Then Todd Green fell to his death trying to transfer from a Stearman to a helicopter. I
have seen him do this several times and it is impressive. One video shows the
possibility of a bird strike knocking him off the plane. Then there was the Red Arrows
plane that went down. I have enjoyed their performance in the past as well. It seems a
bird strike is also the possible cause of this crash. All of these happened in the same
weekend in late August.
Then there is the brother of a friend of mine who also recently died. He was only
“famous” in his hometown in Australia, but will be missed in that area. He was the
owner of a flight school and FBO with thousands of hours of safe flight. He was a
passenger in a VariEze that was being flown by a prospective buyer. There are no
controls in the back seat that my friend’s brother may have used to save the flight.
Likely we will never know what happened that day.
Sorry for all the gloom and doom, but reading about pilots with thousands of more
hours and experience than I have, dying doing what they love, is a little depressing. I
just hope that by following the accepted wisdom of how to fly safely, I can not only
have many more years to fly, but also to spend with my family and friends.
I have been having some fun in my glider here in the last few weeks. I have had
several flights above 3 hours and around 90 miles traveled. One day I even made it
down to Louisville and back. You can get a lot of flight time in for a couple of dollars.
You also become very aware of the weather, studying the development of each cloud.
For the moment I am only “competing” with myself, but starting to understand why
people would race gliders.
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Officer Vote

TECH COUNSELORS

The fall meetings get really busy or are replaced by fly-ins, so we will have the
officer vote in September. The current officers are willing to remain in position for
another year, but of course you are welcome to nominate others as well.
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September Meeting
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting on September 10th. We
will be having hamburgers and hotdogs. Ray Nault will be our guest speaker. Ray is a
veteran of WWII and has even written a book. He will tell us about his life story.
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Fly safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172

August 13, 2011
Before the meeting 52 members, their families, and
visitors enjoyed delicious grilled chicken prepared by
VP Sid Brown and his friend Mark Chapin. The
Aerospouses set out the side dishes. Two aircraft
were on the field. At 12:30 PM Al Newman gave the
invocation and everyone ate. Club President Al
Nodorft called the business meeting to order at 1:07
PM. He asked Pierre Smith to introduce his guest,
Daniel Erasmus, from Pretoria, South Africa. Daniel
has experience crop dusting there and is here for
further training at Flying Tiger Aviation in Louisiana.
Al welcomed visitors Charles Garner and World War
II
veteran Ray Nault who agreed to talk about his life
Sid Brown and Mark Chapin
and book at the next meeting. Al thanked Sid Brown and his
grilling the chicken.
friend Mark Chapin for grilling the chicken.
Barbecuing

Daniel Erasmus

Old Business: Richard Fender moved to accept the minutes for the last meeting. Charlie Connell seconded the motion and it
was approved.
New Business: Shirley Harden said that the August 25th EAA 172 “night out” will be at P.F. Chang's - China Bistro, 2450
Wrightsboro Road, Augusta.
President Nodorft passed around the volunteer lists for those who wish to volunteer to help out at the Boshears SkyFest
October 15-16. He needs to get the list to the Boshears committee who will be meeting later this month.
Sid Talked about an article in Sport Aviation about builders adding too many “extras” to their RVs – greatly increasing the
weight and possibly degrading the performance.
Don Bush moved that the business meeting adjourn. The motion was seconded and the meeting adjourned at 1:10 PM.
Program: Al Nodorft talked about his trip to Oshkosh AirVenture the last part
of July. He said he flew his Christen Eagle to a friend’s grass airfield about 45
miles from Wittman Regional Airport where AirVenture is held. At the fly-in Al
saw Burt Rutan and Bob Hoover’s flying exhibitions as well as the “incidents”
including the Air Force jet over-running the runway. Al said that his children
were able to pick up a lot of free stuff. Al’s wife, Cami, drove the children to
AirVenture in her car.
Al’s son and daughter, Michael and Mikayla, also talked about their car trip to
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and what they did at AirVenture. Mikayla talked about her
visit to Churchill Downs in Kentucky. Michael was excited about Gary Ward’s
aerobatics at Oshkosh.

Pierre Smith and visitor Daniel Erasmus,
from Pretoria, South Africa.

V.P Sid Brown talking about
an article in Sport Aviation.

