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August Meeting
Our next meeting is August 11th and will be a breakfast meeting, starting at
9:00 am. Please bring a side dish to go with it. I would like to encourage
everyone to fly after the meeting. I also have a couple of airplanes lined up
whose owners are willing to give members rides. I will plan a raffle to see who
gets to go. Still working out details, but hope to make it exciting!
Fly safe!

Al
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Al Nodorft

Had a great time at Oshkosh again this year. With the exception of one
storm that blew through, the weather was really quite pleasant. Seemed like the
iPad and portable ADS-B was the topic for this year. I flew up again in the
Christen Eagle. While it beats driving, I sure wouldn’t want to make that trip
every day. Too hard on the bottom!
I also learned a couple of things on the way up. Two faults added up to a
flat tire. When I finally landed in Wisconsin, the left tire was flat. Landing a tail
dragger with a flat is a handful, but fortunately I had some forewarning. It
really started at my previous stop when I dropped the Eagle quite hard on the
runway while landing. No problem at that airport in taxiing and so on, but a
few hundred feet into the takeoff I got a terrible wobble. I was nearly at flying
speed, so I kept going, but knew I would have to be on my toes for the next
landing. I did not know what had happened, but had to be ready for anything.
The last stop that day was in Platteville, Wisconsin where my parents live.
Good thing as I needed lots of help with the plane. I taxied onto the grass on
the side of the runway to determine the next course of action. Moving an
airplane with a flat tire is no simple task. The airport manager came out with a
furniture dolly. I taxied the airplane back onto the runway and we put it on the
dolly. I taxied about 200 yards before the dolly broke. Back into the grass to
think of another plan. My parents drove me into town to get a car dolly and
that worked.
Now where to get a new inner tube on a Saturday? None were to be found.
Sunday I was taking the wheel apart to make sure and order the correct part
when a man walked in and asked – do you need a new tire? Absolutely! He
was building an RV and had the tires and tubes and no need for them for
several months. He went home and brought back a tube and I was soon back
flying.
I cannot thank the manager of the Platteville airport (PVB) enough for all
his help and patience.
So what did I learn? Keep the tires inflated properly and learn how to land
better. The tires are good for 800 lbs. each at normal inflation. Underinflated
they would support less. In the drop to the runway the tube got pinched. Not
sure what was wrong, but all my landings on the way up were embarrassing.
By the time I returned home they had gotten better – back to normal.
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Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172

July 14, 2012
Again we had fine weather. Before the meeting 37 members, their families, and visitors enjoyed a extremely tasty
barbecue prepared by club VP Sid Brown and his friend Mark Chapin. The aerospouses set out the side dishes
and prepared the serving and meeting room tables. Three aircraft were on the field. At 12:30 PM Al Newman
gave the invocation and everyone ate. Club President Al Nodorft called a short business meeting to order at 1:10
PM. Al thanked Sid Brown and Mark Chapin for preparing the barbecue. He also thanked the ladies who prepared
the tables, set out the food, and cleaned up afterward. He welcomed the visitors Chris and Tommy Rhodes, Curt
Garnto, Bill Walden, and Nandi Shetty. At the end of the meeting Curt Garnto and Nandi Shetty joined our club.
They are both commercial and instrument rated pilots. In addition, Curt holds an ATP certificate and is a CFI.
Old Business: Richard Fender moved to accept the minutes for the last meeting. Joe Britt seconded the motion
and it was approved.
New Business: Al Nodorft asked who was going to Airventure Oshkosh July 23 – 29. He said that he would be
flying there in his Christen Eagle.
President Nodorft told the club that Allene Brown, the widow of O.B. Brown for whom the Wrens Fly-in is
named, sent the club a “Thank You” note and a donation.
Virginia Bush said that the July 26th club “Night Out” would be at T-Bonz Steakhouse on Washington Road in
Augusta.
The club embarrassed Pierre Smith by singing “Happy Birthday” to him.
Don Bush and Steve Thompson talked about Charlie Connell who is still recovering from his fall. They said that
his spirits were much better. Steve also said, when he was asked about it, that the crew would get back to
repairing the clubhouse roof when it wasn’t so hot.
Al Newman moved that the business meeting adjourn. The motion was seconded by Richard Fender and the
business meeting adjourned at 1:32 PM. Members then went out to say "goodbye" to Jean Hildebrant's Luscombe
which was purchased by one of the guests.

Good-bye to the Hildebrant Luscombe

Good weather to gather around and talk about the aircraft.

