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PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

I am slowly coming into the digital age. While I use computers every day at work, I
had not yet tried any “Smart” devices. A few weeks ago I decided to get an iPad. The
primary purpose was to use it for GPS navigation in my Eagle. My first time to use it
in the airplane was on my way to the Pea Patch in July. The system worked great! I
used it to navigate around the north side of the restricted area that is between Thomson
and the Pea Patch. I had never gone that way before for fear of flying through it.
Instead I had always gone to Wrens and come up from there. It is a shorter distance
that I can now fly with confidence. I also discovered enough landmarks along the path
to make the GPS redundant, which is how it should be.
While at the Pea Patch another use came up. You can get weather radar reports on
the iPad. Storms had moved into the area and from the view from the ground one
wondered whether or not to try to fly home. Using the HotSpot feature from Sid
Brown’s iPhone we were able to see where all the storms were. After waiting for one
to pass, I had an uneventful and dry flight home. I can also set up my own data access
to eliminate the need for Wi-Fi access, but just haven’t done it yet.
I like the features of the iPad for use in flying. I am looking forward to using it on
my flight to Wisconsin to attend Airventure. Oh yea, it is a tablet computer so you can
also check email, news, etc. Now I need a “Smart” phone to go with it …

Strange – from Queensland, Australia
Guess it was cheaper to pave only the area under the numbers …
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August
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting on August 13th. We will be
having barbeque by Sid Brown. I will also be sending around the sign-up sheet for
Boshears volunteers. Please check your schedule to see if you can help. Charles
Lewis will return as our guest speaker. This time he will talk to us about his
experiences as a Naval Aviator.

December 1, 1921 - April 28, 2011

Fly safe!
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Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172

Barbecue Fly-in
July 9, 2011

Guests Karen and
John Lewis

Before the meeting 50 members, their families, and visitors enjoyed the
delicious barbecue prepared by Sid Brown. The Aerospouses set out the side
dishes. Five aircraft were on the field. At 12:27 PM Al Newman gave the
invocation and everyone ate. Club President Al Nodorft called the business
meeting to order at 1:05 PM. He welcomed visitors Ray Furrow and Roger
McCoig. Al also welcomed visitors John Lewis and his wife Karen. John is the
brother of Charles Lewis, our featured speaker today. Al thanked Sid Brown
for preparing the barbecue. Al said he will be going to Airventure Oshkosh at
the end of the month (July 25-31).

New member Roger
McCoig

Old Business: Richard Fender moved to accept the minutes for the last meeting. Sam Hart seconded the motion and it was
approved.
President Nodorft passed around donation buckets for the building and Al Patton fund. The Al Patton fund will be used as an
award at the Boshears Skyfest October 15-16. The winning youngster will obtain free basic flight training.
New Business: The August 25th EAA 172 “night out” will be at P.F. Chang's - China Bistro, 2450 Wrightsboro Road,
Augusta.
During the meal members were treated to a video about the space shuttle Atlantis. The video was provided by Sid Brown.
Program: Charles Lewis showed a Naval Aviation print signed by 12 prominent
aviators. Charles said he would talk about Naval Aviation at a future meeting.
Charles then introduced the powered parachute to the members. He showed a
powered parachute video presentation and discussed the powered parachute
controls, flying, and other aspects of being “low and slow” in the air. He noted that
the winds could only be 10-12 mph, at most, to fly powered parachutes.
Al Newman moved that the meeting adjourn. Richard Fender seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 1:10 PM.
After the meeting visitors Roger McCoig and Ray Furrow became members and joined EAA 172. Also after the meeting
Charles Lewis demonstrated setting up his powered parachute for flight. That afternoon it was too windy to make any flights
so the club members were only able to view the takeoff roll.

Charles Lewis’ powered parachute ready for its takeoff roll.

(Hope this was none of you back in the 1980s!)

SHORT FINAL
AVweb August 1, 2011

Back in the mid-'80s, Piedmont Airlines began flying out of Worcester airport (ORH) in Massachusetts to Baltimore/Washington
International airport (BWI). A flight crew requested their IFR clearance, and ATC dutifully rattled it off to them in typical New
England air traffic control fashion. As ATC concluded, the response he received in a thick Southern drawl was priceless:
Airplane 1234: "Woostasure clearance -- do yuh hear how fayust I'muh tawkin'? Well, that's how fayust I listen. You wanna run
that by me -- one -- moe -- tawm -- ?"

Several EAA 172 members went to the 2011 AirVenture Oshkosh. Among those attending were Gary Ward and our club
president Al Nodorft with his family. Al flew his Christen Eagle. His wife and children came in a car.
The event was thoroughly covered by the various aviation Websites. The EAA Website had videos, sound, and photos, as
well as a number of articles. Excerpts of some of the articles along with photos are in this newsletter.
The announcement below was first e-mailed by AvWeb, then all the aviation organizations sent out special e-mail
announcements about it. Some indicated that this was a surprise announcement. Others wrote that it had been planned earlier.
AVweb Breaking News Alert -- July 26, 2011
Just about a year after hiring Rod Hightower to take over the day-to-day operations of EAA, Tom Poberezny on Tuesday
officially announced his retirement from the organization founded by his father. Poberezny announced his decision in a lastminute news conference held under the historic brown arch at the edge of the flight line, near the center of the show.

This is an excerpt of the “official” EAA announcement:
Jul 26, 2011 3:13 PM
From: EAA Communications
July 26, 2011
Dear Members:
As we gear up for an exciting AirVenture Oshkosh 2011, I want to share some important information
about the future of the Experimental Aircraft Association.
Tom Poberezny has informed our Board that he has decided to retire as chairman of EAA and
AirVenture Oshkosh after decades of leadership and success. Tom will become chairman emeritus on
Aug. 1, when his retirement takes effect. Upon learning this news, we unanimously passed a resolution
honoring Tom's years of leadership to our group and success in helping make EAA the world's
leading aviation association.
Rod Hightower, current EAA president and CEO, will assume Tom's responsibilities. Rod and Tom
have worked closely together over the past year, and while Tom has left big shoes to fill, Rod is wellprepared for these new duties.
Sincerely,
Louie Andrew
EAA Board Vice Chairman
Chairman of the EAA Board Executive Committee

Large panoramic view of Oshkosh - Photo by Marko Edwardo, EAA

Tom Poberezny

TEAM CHAOS AT OSHKOSH
EAA 172 Member Gary Ward with Team Chaos was a hit at Oshkosh. An EAA article had this about Team Chaos:
It may look like chaos, but the two pilots and jet-truck driver who make up the Team Chaos show
say it is scripted and safe. The team made its debut at EAA AirVenture 2011. Randy Harris, who
flies a Skybolt 300, Gary Ward flying his MX2, and Neal Darnell, of Flash Fire Jet Truck, make up
the group and are sometimes joined by Darnell's son, Chris, in the jet truck. Harris describes their act
as a “reality TV show where you get to see grown men acting badly.”
The routine follows a story that has both pilots wanting to race the jet truck, and so they try to impress the driver with their
aerobatic maneuvers in order to get the driver’s nod. It ends with the “winner” of the competition racing the jet truck and the
“loser” trying to disrupt the race. “When we all meet together and there’s a wall of fire, we have had people run away
screaming, thinking that we hit each other,” Harris said. Most of the time the planes are about 200 feet away from each
other, Harris said. “We just create the illusion, and convince the audience that these two pilots are idiots.”
But they’re far from idiots. “It’s like meeting another car on the highway,” Ward said. “You pass cars
all the time without having an accident. “There’s just a lot of smoke and noise with two airplanes and a
jet truck in the same place.” In other words, it just looks like the planes are so close that they will hit
each other.
Darnell also makes safety a priority in the jet truck, which can go from 0 to 375 mph in six seconds.
Harris has been flying his modified Skybolt, which be built primarily in his living room condominium, on
the air show circuit since 1995. Harris said he actually prefers flying Team Chaos compared to his solo
act.
Ward, however, prefers his solo act. “It’s my signature act, and I really get to express myself,” he said.
“Team Chaos is just an added attraction typically done as a closing act….” Ward said he has been passionate about aviation
all his life. “I live, breath, and eat airplanes; I always have.” In the 1990s, he bought and rebuilt a Pitts S-2B, never thinking
that by 1998 he’d be performing in air shows. And although he just turned 70, Ward said he doesn’t plan on stopping soon.
“I have a need for adventure,” he said. That would explain why he enjoys racing upside-down a jet truck. “I can feel the heat
through the canopy; it’s pretty exciting.” (Information adapted from EAA e-HOTLINE July 29, 2011)

HUMMEL ULTRACRUISER SERIAL NO. 1 FLOWN TO AIRVENTURE FROM NEW YORK
Some of our members own a Hummel Bird. This year the original Hummel Bird was flown to Oshkosh:
The original prototype all-metal UltraCruiser ultralight designed, built, and flown by Morry
Hummel was flown to AirVenture from central New York state by its new owner Kirk Mills. It
was his first long cross-country flight. The engine is a two-cylinder 1/2 Volkswagen that gives the
FAR 103 legal ultralight a range of nearly 150 miles. He had planned to have some flying
companions but ended up going solo.
The flight was plagued by worrisome erratic fluctuations in the engine oil pressure that were traced to a sticking check valve
in the oil system. He had a ground support vehicle for the flight to Oshkosh but will be returning home to New York
unsupported. His friends thought he was crazy for trying it, but he believed he could do it because a long cross-country flight
is just a lot of short flights strung together. (Information adapted from EAA e-HOTLINE July 30, 2011)

THE MCCULLOCH ENGINE AT OSHKOSH
The McCulloch four cylinder two-stroke engine first gained fame in the 1950s when it became the
powerplant of choice for Igor Bensen’s gyrocopter. Thousands obtained the McCulloch “Mac” engine
for their aircraft. Most of those engines had flown once as a drone for the military and had been
surplussed to the public. Even now EAA 172 member John Magnan owns two, former members Mark
Slone and Wyman Fox have several. Even CFI/CFII Will Robertson has a Mac equipped Bensen
gyrocopter. Most aviators assume that the McCulloch engine has been relegated to the aircraft
scrapheap of history. But, then, there was this from Oshkosh 2011:

John Magnan working
on a Mac in 1997.

THE LITTLE MCCULLOCH ENGINE
PATRICK PANZERA, Editor – Experimenter

For decades, homebuilders all over the country have been enamored with the little air-cooled, two-stroke, four (and six)cylinder, horizontally opposed, compact target drone engines built by McCulloch, most
known for producing chainsaws. But not many have actually seen the drone in its full glory.
At this year's AirVenture, we got the chance to look one over closely. This little gem of an
engine was built to power target drones for use during WWII. The four-cylinder version’s
displacement is 100 cubic inches (O-100), and the six-cylinder is 150 (O-150). Since the
compact size of the drones allows for the use of a small diameter propeller, these little
engines are allowed to spin up to 4100 rpm, with the O-100 producing 72 hp and the O-150
making 110, or 120 hp with a turbocharger.
Beechcraft is the manufacturer of the drone we found in the Warbirds area. Its design postdates WWII by a decade or so and
is generally more sophisticated than its predecessors, having the ability to tow banners and carry targets that carried scoring
devices. This little Model 1001-A Cardinal is designated MQM-39A by the U.S. Navy and MQM-61A by the U.S. Army.
With its incredible power-to-weight ratio, it was capable of a top speed of nearly 350 mph and had an endurance of more
than one hour of flying time. A total of 2,200 of these petite Cardinals (of different variations) were built, the majority of
which were for the U.S. Army, with the balance being operated by the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Marine Corps, and the country of
Spain. (Information adapted from EAA e-HOTLINE July 26, 2011)

AIRVENTURE AROUND THE PATCH ...
Aviation passion flows up and down the field
By MARY JONES - EAA news
AirVenture is, in reality, a combination of little fly-ins within the larger fly-in. From warbirds on the north end to ultralights
and light planes at the south end of the field - and the homebuilt, vintage, and aerobatic folks tucked in between - each
community has its own special programs and activities specific to its aviation passion.
The Warbirds of America (WOA) welcomed 367 aircraft to its compound. Rick Siegfried, president of the WOA, called
AirVenture 2011 a “fantastic year.” The homebuilt community counted 975 individual homebuilts
on the field through Sunday morning. Obvious highlights of the week for that community were the
Tribute to Burt Rutan and the honoring of Chris Heintz for his many kit designs over the years. In
the Workshops area, seven different workshops attracted more than 7,000 attendees. Activity was
brisk with rotorcraft on the ultralight runway, too. AutoGyro GmbH of Germany introduced its line
Vintage aircraft
of autogyros to the U.S. marketplace and helicopters and gyros kept the pattern busy with activity
during the rotorcraft flying sessions. 112 ultralights and light planes, including trikes and powered
parachutes, registered in the area. Each morning one or more hot-air balloons inflated and remained tethered on the field until
it was time for the powered parachutes to fly. (Information adapted from EAA e-HOTLINE July 31, 2011)

GERMANY IS ENTERING AN AUTOGYRO INTO THE U.S. MARKET
The German company AutoGyro is adding an autogyro to the U.S. market. The gyro had first been introduced at the
European AERO 2011, and had its American debut at Oshkosh this year. The
company was established in 1999 and has already delivered more than 1,000
gyroplanes, manufactured at a rate of 10 per week in Hildesheim, Germany.
According to Guido Scheidt and Tim Adelmann, CEO AutoGyro U.S., it is
impossible to stall and spin the autogyro, and they report the machines have
spectacular takeoff distances (10 to 70 yards) and can land almost like a helicopter.
AutoGyro’s machines sell for $75,000/ $95,000/ $110,000 respectively for
MTOsport/ Calidus/ Cavalon. The standard engine is a Rotax 912S (100 hp); for
high altitude operation the Rotax 914 Turbo is an option (add $9,000). All kits come
pre-wired, and no special tooling is required for the assembly.
The company is interested is interested in selling its kits to law enforcement as
well as the general public. According to the company, since 2006, the U.S.
Department of Justice has been operating an aviation technology program to evaluate low-cost aviation assets for law
enforcement, and after initial interest in powered parachutes and fixed-wing airplanes, it’s now examining autogyros.
(Information adapted from EAA e-HOTLINE 07/28/11)

FORMER PAL OF PHIL COLMAN CONTACTS EAA 172
On July 20, Tom Livingstone, who knew Phil Colman in the 1950s, contacted EAA 172. Tom
wrote “Just ran across an article on Phil Colman. He was my mentor and idol when checking out in
the F-84D while in the Savannah Air Guard, around 1955. Is there any way I can connect with Phil?
Hope he is still around.” We replied to him to let him know that Phil passed away April 28, 2011. We
sent him Phil’s Obituary and gave Tom a description of the graveside service.
Tom replied to that e-mail:
Thanks for the reply. I'm real pleased to hear that Phil was well taken care of on his journey West. I
could talk about him for hours (days) but with your indulgence will tell one story that sticks with me.
P hil Colman
There was this day I was assigned to pull the rag (target behind an F-84D) for a gunnery mission at
our Savannah Range (several miles off the coast). Phil was one of 4 shooters. After all had fired out, while returning home
to base (Travis Field), Phil remarked over the UHF "Tom, don't lose that rag. I think I did pretty well". Each aggressor
aircraft was armed with 200 rounds of different colored ammo for each shooter. When we counted up the scores, Phil’s color
was identified in 198 holes, and none of them were near the edges of the target. So compact a pattern we figure that the other
two passed through previous holes. None of us had ever seen air-to-air shooting like that. The guy was as fantastic a Fighter
Pilot as he was a human being. Maybe you could pass this story on to others who knew the Ace.
I appreciate the response.
Tom Livingstone

SHORT FINAL
AVweb July 25, 2011

From "many years ago":
N12345: "Las Vegas Radio, this is N12345. Request airport advisory for landing Las Vegas. And would you please call
Caesar's Palace for transportation?"
Las Vegas Radio: "N12345, Las Vegas Radio. Stand by for airport advisory -- and I will call Caesar's Palace if you want,
but it will be 19 hours before they get here. This is Las Vegas, New Mexico!"

FOLLOW-UP TO ALCOHOL AND AN AIRCRAFT FUEL SYSTEM
Club V.P. Sid Brown writes “Pollard’s Corner has non-ethanol high test according to the pump.
I have not tried bought any or tested it. Pair of Jacks in Leah Community (Ridge Road area of the
lake) has had pure gas for a while I think they still do. I will verify this the next time I am there.”
In another EAA file on the EAA Website, Mike Berry writes:
Alcohol in autogas when used in aircraft has caused numerous problems such as fuel leaks and fires
due to rapid deterioration and swelling of rubber gaskets and seals. Fuel tank quantity floats made
of cork and/or composite materials are attacked by the alcohol in fuel and allow particles to float in
the fuel, clogging fuel screens, plugging carburetors, etc. Sloshing compound used in many fuel
tanks to seal leaks also reacts with the alcohol, causing fuel leaks and fuel system contamination.
Marvel Schebler carburetors that have the old composite floats are damaged by 100LL fuel as well
as autogas and are particularly sensitive to alcohol in the fuel. Aircraft owners should have the
newest metal float installed. Stromberg carbs such as used in the TCM-C and A 65/75/85 models that have an old style of
neoprene-tipped float needle in the carburetor is attacked equally by 100LL and autogas and should be replaced with the
newest style needle. Swollen float needle tips cause a lean mixture and eventual engine damage. Cessna aircraft with
rubbertipped fuel strainer plungers are also damaged by the use of autogas with alcohol and frequently leak after a short time
of use with an autogas/alcohol mix.
(Information taken from information from EAA, pure-gas.org,)

FAA, DOD REMIND YOU TO SEE AND AVOID
A new web site hosted by the FAA in conjunction with the Department of Defense aims to provide general aviation pilots
with information about operations in military airspace. "This portal will allow users to find and
link to all existing military Mid-Air Collision Avoidance (MACA) programs in a single web
site, while also enjoying new access to information from military bases that did not previously
have web-based content," the FAA said on Wednesday. "Our goal is to eliminate mid-air
collisions and reduce close calls through continuous flight safety and proper flight planning."
The site, SeeAndAvoid.org, is designed for ease of use, with lots of Google maps and graphics. Data is included from the
MACA programs of all DoD aviation installations in the continental U.S., Alaska, Hawaii, the Virgin Islands, Guam and
Puerto Rico. (Information adapted from AVwebFLASH July 21, 2011)

SHORT FINAL
AVweb March 28, 2011

ATIS was being implemented in the late 1960s, and many pilots were not yet aware of it. The following exchange was
overheard at San Jose International Airport in California:
Cessna 1234: "San Jose Tower, Cessna 1234. Ten south, landing San Jose."
SJC Tower: "Cessna 1234, do you have information Hotel?"
[silence]
SJC Tower: "Cessna 1234, do you have information Hotel?"
[more silence]
Cessna 1234: "Ahhh, no thanks. We're staying with friends."

49th Annual PRA Rotorcraft Convention Fly-in
August 2 – August 6 at the PRA Mentone Airport (C92), Mentone, Indiana

EAA 172 Meeting
August 13, 2011, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Meeting
September 10, 2011, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Wrens Fall Fly-in
October 7-8 at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J), Wrens, GA

EAA 172 Meeting and Breakfast Fly-in
October 8, 9:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA
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EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, August 25: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly
non-business social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month it is at P.F. Chang's - China
Bistro, 2450 Wrightsboro Road, Augusta, Georgia 30909. The phone number is: 706-733-0161. This is in
Augusta Mall near the Chop House restaurant. Go into Augusta Mall from Wrightsboro Rd. then bear left
after the stop sign. Website: P.F. Chang's - China Bistro. Directions: Directions to P.F. Chang's. Contact
Virginia Bush for more details 706-554-5618 e-mail: sporthorses9@gmail.com .

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: There was a notice to all airport tenants and users that announced
a car race will be held at the airport the following weekend. This airport is federally funded and
should be available exclusively for aeronautical activities! Is that right?
According to AOPA: An airport that has received federal funds can hold non-aeronautical events. The
airport manager or authority must obtain approval (see FAA Order 5190.6B, Chapter 7, Section 21)
from the FAA. Events such as parades, races, or fairs may be approved as long as there is not total
closure of the airport. Safeguards must be established to protect the aeronautical use of the airport while
nonaeronautical activities are in progress. Aeronautical events such as airshows may close the entire
airport for brief periods. These closings should be publicized in advance by NOTAMs. These events can
be viable ways for airports to remain financially self-sufficient and also a way to gain attention and
support from the local community.
This Month’s Question: A pilot was told to call the TRACON after entering Class B airspace without a
clearance. At the time he was receiving VFR flight following from ATC. Why didn’t the controllers
advise him when he was about to enter Class B airspace?

FUND RAISING STATUS
Many are already aware that we have two fund raising efforts
going on: 1) Al Patton Scholarship and 2) roofing fund. We do
solicit funds from those who attend the meetings, but most of
our members cannot make all the meetings. I appeal to you
also for support of these two funds. Please consider writing a
check for whichever you want to support and send to Don
Bush, (address is on the front page). Remember when writing
checks, please make them out to EAA 172 only. Other fancier
titles only get us in trouble with the bank. I will be
communicating our progress monthly as we move toward our
goals.
Again, thank you very much for your support!
Al

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also wanted
the mailed version you need to contact club Secretary John Magnan at jcm2@earthlink.net and
indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date, which
for September is August 25 which is also the deadline for any articles for the September issue.

NAME THAT PLANE
Aeronca L-16
Seemingly fragile, the Aeronca's structure was sturdy enough to put up with the rigors of combat duty, for those little two-seat
"Grasshoppers" served with the Army and Air Force in the Korean War, as well as with the National Guard stateside, and as primary
trainer of choice for the Civil Air Patrol in the mid-'50s.
After the war, when US civilian aircraft production resumed, Aeronca upgraded and redesigned its prewar designs into the 65-hp
Model 7AC Champ. The Champ quickly became one of the the most popular training aircraft of the post-war pleasure-flying boom.
The 7AC, in turn, was soon upgraded to the 7BC, with a larger engine, and was subsequently produced for the US Army under the
designation L-16A (85-hp engine) and L-16B (90-hp engine). It served in the Army throughout the Korean War, where it performed
many of the same roles it had in WWII: Target-spotting, observation, general utility, and even rescue.
In the late 1950s, quite a few L-16s returned to civilian life, where most of them shed their wartime paint and resumed life as 7BCM
or 7CCM Champs, teaching primary students to fly all across the US. Still others went on to serve in the US Civil Air Patrol, a
civilian search-and-rescue arm of the US Air Force. As the years have passed, a few have recently been restored to their L-16 livery in
commemoration of their unique history. The lineage of these versatile and honest airplanes is such that they do not attract a great deal
of attention at warbird gatherings, yet their place in military aviation is undeniable and appreciated by a growing number of
enthusiasts and owners.

Specifications: Aeronca L-16
(multiple sources differ on specifications)

General characteristics
* Crew: 2
* Length: 21 ft 6 in.
* Wingspan: 35 ft 1.75 in.
* Height: 7 ft 0 in (m)
* Wing area: 170 ft²
* Empty weight: 890 lbs.
* Loaded weight: 1,400 lbs.
* Fuel Capacity: 13 gallons
* Powerplant: One 90-hp Continental C-90-8F or Continental O-205-1 flat-four piston engine
Performance
* Maximum speed: 87 mph.
* Cruise speed: 80 miles
* Range: 400 miles
* Service ceiling: 12,000 ft.
* Rate of climb: 800 ft/min (m/s)
Number Built: Unknown, probably 250+
Number Still Airworthy: Unknown. Probably more than 50 Aeronca L-16s still exist, but many have been converted back to 7BC (or
even 7AC) configuration.

