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PREZ SEZ

I hope each of you had a great 4th of July and celebrated our Country's
birth and our Independence! We have so much for which to be thankful as a
nation and as individuals. I have been watching many of the shows about
the Revolutionary War and it still amazes me that people stood up and
fought for their freedom and won against such great odds. We owe a
tremendous debt of gratitude to all of those of have fought to win and to
keep our freedom!
One of those freedoms is flying. I had the pleasure to fly with Blythe
Dant recently and had a great time. He has really come a long way since
receiving our scholarship. There is a great article about him in the recent
Jefferson Reporter. I will have a few copies at the next meeting for those
who would like to read it. I hope each of you is getting some flying in
between rain storms.
Thanks to all of you who helped at the Wrens O. B Brown Memorial
Fly-in. Special thanks to Rick Revels and Ben Brown for all the grass
cutting and to John Magnan for all of the setup work he did. A big thanks
to all the ladies that worked in the food trailer. I was also very happy to see
Hugh Fleming, Hayes Radford, and John & Keith Washington running the
Wrens Flour Mill engine that my dad helped restore. The day was a great
success in spite of the marginal weather!
I look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting. Get those planes
out and fly in. If you have a hanger at the Pea Patch, open it up so we can
enjoy your plane/project too!
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Keep ‘em flying!
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Sid Brown

Please bring side dishes for barbecue!

Friday evening “Bring your meat to grill” evening meal
June, 7, 2013 ~7:00 PM
Though the tents had been prepared for the meal, rainstorms started around 4:30 PM, so the meal was not held under the
tents. Even with the rain it was quite comfortable, with temperatures in the 80s. So the preparing of the meal and the meal
itself took place in the airport hangar. Sid, Cathy, and Ben Brown had prepared potatoes and salad and set out grills for the
20 attendees to use to cook the meat they brought. There were dessert side-dishes. At 6:51 PM Sid Brown gave the
invocation. By 7:00 PM members and visitors started grilling their meat and sitting down and enjoying the meal.
Afterward everyone sat around to fellowship and "hangar talk" to nearly 10:00 PM.

Allene Brown sitting with friends Mae &
Hayse Radford. They are under the wing of
the Challenger I light plane built by O. B.
Brown.

Although it was storming outside everyone kept
dry and enjoyed the meal inside the hangar.

But in the days and hours before the meal there was a a lot of set-up work

Ben Brown did much mowing in preparation
for the Huey helicopter.

Ben Brown, Tom Dixon, John
Magnan, Shane Nothdurft, and Rick
Revels set up the tents and tables.

EAA 172 WRENS O.B. BROWN MEMORIAL FLY-IN
at the Wrens Airport (65J) June 8, 2013
Although overcast in the morning, it was warm and there was no rain. It became partly sunny by early afternoon and the
temperatures rose to the high 80s. Starting at mid-morning a number of aircraft of all types flew in. Club members who
based aircraft at the Wrens airport brought them out to display. Al Nodorft had towed in his Russia AC-5M glider from
his home in Grovetown. The huge Wrens Flour Mill diesel engine was set up for display. Barry Kropelin had brought in his
Xtract gyroplane (actually a modified Wind Ryder) from near Charlotte, North Carolina. The Air Methods medevac

crew (from the Thomson-McDuffie Airport) flew in their Eurocopter Astar helicopter around 9:45 AM. They
had the aircraft open and displayed and discussed what they did.

Among the visiting aircraft were two twin engine aircraft: a Cessna 401A with six aboard, piloted by Bob Pinckney from
EAA 1132, and a Cessna 310D. There were several RV types of aircraft as well as two Cessna single engine airplanes for
a total of 20 aircraft at the fly-in. Jerry Esquenazi, from Peachtree City, GA, flew in his RV-8. Rudy Smith, from Millen,
GA, came in his RV-4. Dale Cole from Greenwood, SC, came in an RV-6. Troy Payne, from Carrolton, GA, came in an
RV-8A. Club member Steve Amster came in his Cessna 172S. CFI Blythe Dant, a past Al Patton Scholarship winner,
came in a Cessna 150D. Member Bill Johnson came in his Taylorcraft. We had 130 visitors from all around Georgia and
South Carolina and two from North Carolina. Unfortunately it was overcast, though not raining, in the Atlanta area, so the
Sky Soldiers -- Army Aviation Heritage Foundation-- were not able to be at Wrens with their UH-1H Huey helicopter
since it was based just south of Atlanta. Some club members worked in the EAA 172 food trailer providing hamburgers
and other refreshments to the visitors.

The 1931 Wrens Flour Mill engine.

Barry Kropelin taking off in his
Xtract (Wind Ryder) gyroplane.

The crew of the Air Methods Eurocopter
“Astar” AS 350 B2 talking with fly-in
visitors. The crew included the pilot, Steve
Dexter, paramedic David Winnette, and
registered nurses (RNs) Joe Pardue and
Bob Hales.

Flightline along the hangar and tent areas. In the right foreground is the Cessna 310D.

The Cessna 401A

Sheila Connell, Mikayla Nodorft, and
Fay Allen selling tasty snacks in the
food trailer.

Possibly the two best-looking airplanes at the fly-in.

Jerry Esquenazi’s RV-8

Dale Cole’s RV-6

Rudy Smith from Vidalia in his RV-4.

Bill Johnson’s L-2 Taylorcraft

Al Nodorft’s Russia AC-5M motorglider

Flightline along the southern side of the ramp.

Eurocopter Astar helicopter taking off

The
HISTORY OF EAA 172
PART III
With photos archived by Al Patton with some of his margin notes.

Below are more photos with margin notes. Most were taken back at the old Pea patch – Patton Field.
Keep in mind these are at least 5th generation photos – 35 mm black & white photos were taken many years ago,
the negatives transferred, then they were scanned, put on someone's Website (now defunct), which was printed out
9 years ago, then from those pages scanned again for this newsletter.
Some of those in the photos have passed away, such as Charlie Evans who was an A&P and leased the Wrens airport
hangar for his business and aircraft building until mid 1995 when he died. If you have information about any of these
please e-mail the club Secretary or send him a note.

EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-in
July 13, 2013, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

EAA 172
Breakfast Fly-in
August 10, 2013, 9:00 AM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

EAA 172 Meeting
September 14, 2013, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia
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EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, July 25: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly
non-business social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month it is at P.F. Chang's - China
Bistro, 2450 Wrightsboro Road, Augusta, Georgia 30909. The phone number is: 706-733-0161. This is in
Augusta Mall near the Chop House restaurant. Go into Augusta Mall from Wrightsboro Road then bear
left after the stop sign. Website: P.F. Chang's - China Bistro. Directions: Directions to P.F. Chang's. For
questions contact Shirley Harden 706-855-1553 e-mail: ghardensr@comcast.net . On the Web go to
nightout.jcmservices.net

FORMER AUGUSTA PILOT WRITES WW II BOOK
Robert Ricard is a pilot in Michigan who reads our newsletter on our Website on the Internet. He wrote: “I am a
former resident of Evans, GA. My late wife and I lived there from 1998 until 2000 and I stayed there after her death until
2006. I salute you and your members since I learned to fly at age 13 and got my Private License at 18. I wrote a book
which should be of interest to all pilots and those interested in aviation. It is available on Amazon Kindle and Barnes and
Noble Nook Books as an ebook. The book is not available in print and I don't know if it ever will be because it is virtually
impossible for an elderly, unknown author to get a book published by a traditional publisher. I am 77 years old.” He is a
retired U. S. Coast Guard lieutenant commander and learned to fly at age 13 at the Detroit City Airport and got his Private
License at the age of 18.
The book's title is: A Yank in the Luftwaffe. It's a fictional novel, a suspenseful thriller, that takes place in Germanoccupied France during World War Two. You can obtain it on Amazon.

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: If a pilot flies his airplane into a non-towered airport in Class G airspace, is
he violating any regulation by not flying a traffic pattern?
According to AOPA: The regulation that most specifically addresses this situation is FAR 91.126(b). It states,
"When approaching to land at an airport without an operating control tower in Class G airspace—
"(1) Each pilot of an airplane must make all turns of that airplane to the left unless the airport displays approved
light signals or visual markings indicating that turns should be made to the right, in which case the pilot must make
all turns to the right; and
"(2) Each pilot of a helicopter or a powered parachute must avoid the flow of fixed-wing aircraft."
If you're approaching the airport from a direction that requires you to turn in order to land on the runway, then a
pilot could potentially violate this regulation by turning in the wrong direction. Flying a complete traffic pattern is
not necessarily required in this scenario. Pilots are expected to use their best judgment at all times. Flying a
predictable traffic pattern and using good communications techniques are always encouraged.
This Month’s Question: I'm rebuilding a 1942 L-2 Taylorcraft. I have to completely rebuild the wings and much
of the fuselage. Can I re-certify this aircraft as an Experimental so I can do the annuals in the future?

FLYING CAR TO BE AT AIRVENTURE
Terrafugia Flying Car to Fly at AirVenture!
EAA has announced that the Terrafugia flying car will be at, and will fly at, AirVenture Oshkosh®.
“See the dream of travelers for more than a century - the
innovative combination of a vehicle capable of being
flown or driven - take another step closer to reality when
the Terrafugia Transition® roadable aircraft takes to the
roads leading to and the skies over EAA AirVenture
Oshkosh! EAA and Terrafugia announced on July 1 that
the Transition®, which has been displayed as a
development prototype at Oshkosh for several years, is scheduled to fly and drive on Wednesday, July 31, at approximately
8 p.m., just prior to sunset and the Rockwell Collins Night Air Show. The Transition® will also be on display at the
Terrafugia exhibit throughout the rest of AirVenture week.”
“Only in Oshkosh will you see the latest innovations in flight like Terrafugia's Transition® alongside history-making Yves
"Jetman" Rossy's first public flights in the U.S., world-class aerobatics, music rockin' into the night, camaraderie with your
fellow EAA members, and much, much more.”

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 2013
Thursday, July 4: OPEN HOUSE WWII FLIGHT TRAINING MUSEUM HOME OF THE DOUGLAS 63RD
FLIGHT TRAINING DETACHMENT Douglas, Georgia, airport (DQH) starting at 10:00 AM going to 4:00 PM.
Come support the Museum and enjoy a patriotic day and camaraderie. There will be special tours of our WWII
Flight Training Museum, you can see vintage military vehicles and vintage aircraft restoration projects in the WWII
hangar. Plus, have a great time meeting new friends and enjoying the company of folks that share the same passion!
Become a member of the museum and help us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings and educate future generations.
Visit our website at: www.wwiiflighttraining.org for more information.
Stay for Lunch! The Flying Cowboy Restaurant will have their famous mouthwatering pulled pork sandwiches with
cole slaw and baked beans for sale. Douglas Municipal Airport (DQH) 3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA We’re located
at the north end of the airport in the WWII hangar. Weezie - 321-388-3897 • weezieb@gmail.com
UNICOM 122.80 • JAX CTR 132.3 ILS RWY 04 108.7 • VORTAC (AMG) 115.10 r259/18.4
NDB (WC) 390 • AWOS-3 119.075 • GCO 121.725
Saturday, July 6: EAA 690 1st Saturday in July Aviation Program & Pancake Breakfast Gwinnett County's Briscoe
Field, Georgia (5J5). An all you care to eat Pancake (and eggs, sausage and biscuits, etc.) Breakfast and/or
refreshments are available beginning at 8:00 AM in the EAA Sport Aviation Center, 690 Airport Road, at Gwinnett
County's Briscoe Field. The price of breakfast for adults is $6. The July 6th program will begin at 10:30 and is open
to all. Ample aircraft and auto parking is available. For additional information contact Dennis Crosgrove,
dennis.crosgrove@isc-us.com. EAA 690 Website.
PROGRAM: Using ForeFlight in the Cockpit on the Apple iPad presented by Wes Riddick.
Sunday, July 7: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Holly Hill airport, Holly Hill, South Carolina (5J5).
ZIPcode 29059. CTAF/UNICOM: 122.9. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM.
Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/5J5 for
airport info. For driving directions click on Holly Hill airport
Saturday, July 13: EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-in. We plan to have delicious barbecue in the cool, air conditioned comfort of
the EAA 172 Clubhouse at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA); runway 01/19: 2500' x 150' sod -- good --; GPS: 33° 18.08'
N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511 Boulineau Rd., Blythe, Georgia, 30805. Food is at 12:30 PM. UNICOM 122.7
mhz. For more information contact Sid Brown (706) 814-8853 eMail: sid@thesidbrowns.com or John Magnan (706) 5473607 eMail: jcm2@earthlink.net Click HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE for the Mapquest directions.
Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info. For the meeting agenda click HERE.
Sunday, July 21: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Triple Tree Aerodrome, Woodruff, South Carolina
(SC00)(pvt.). Located between the towns of Woodruff and Enoree, SC, on Mary Hanna Road, Woodruff, SC. UNICOM:
122.9. ZIPcode 29388. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM.
Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC00 for airport info. For
driving directions click on Triple Tree Aerodrome .
Thursday, July 25: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly non-business
social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month it is at P.F. Chang's - China Bistro, 2450 Wrightsboro
Road, Augusta, Georgia 30909. The phone number is: 706-733-0161. This is in Augusta Mall near the Chop House
restaurant. Go into Augusta Mall from Wrightsboro Rd. then bear left after the stop sign. Website: P.F. Chang's China Bistro. Directions: Directions to P.F. Chang's. For questions contact Shirley Harden 706-855-1553 e-mail:
ghardensr@comcast.net .
Monday-Sunday, July 29 - August 4: EAA Oshkosh Airventure® 2013 Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh,
Wisconsin (KOSH) CTAF 118.5. UNICOM 122.95 ZIP code 54902. Website: Airventure 2013
See http://www.airnav.com/airport/KOSH for airport info. For driving directions click on Wittman Regional
Airport.

August 2013
Sunday, August 4: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Greenville Downtown Airport, Greenville, South
Carolina (KGMU) UNICOM 122.95; CTAF 119.9. ZIPcode 29607. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00
& 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KGMU for airport info. For driving directions click on Greenville Downtown Airport .
Tuesday-Saturday, August 6 - August 10: 51st Annual PRA Rotorcraft Convention Fly-in, PRA Mentone Airport
(C92) CTAF 122.9. ZIP code 46539. 12296 W 600 S, Mentone, Indiana. Phone/FAX: 575-353-7227. See
http://www.airnav.com/airport/C92 for airport info. Convention Website: PRA Convention For driving directions
click on Mentone Airport.
Saturday, August 10: EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA). Grits, bacon,
eggs! Great people to meet! A short business meeting will be around 10:00-10:30 AM after the meal. Runway 01/19: 2500'
x 150' sod -- fair --; GPS: N33° 18.08' N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511 Boulineau Rd., Blythe, Georgia, 30805.
UNICOM 122.7 mhz. For more information contact Sid Brown (706) 814-8853 eMail: sid@thesidbrowns.com or John
Magnan (706) 547-3607 eMail: jcm2@earthlink.net Click HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE for the
Mapquest directions. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info. For the agenda click HERE.
Sunday, August 18: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Anderson Regional Airport, Anderson, South Carolina
(KAND). CTAF: 123.6; UNICOM: 122.95. ZIPcode 29626. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KAND for airport info. For driving directions click on Anderson Airport .

CHANGE IN THE EAA 172 CALENDAR
Because some possible fly-in attendees have outdoor work activities during September, we will be changing the
dates of the EAA 172 Fall Fly-in from September 27-28 to October 25-26.
October 25-26: Friday, Saturday: Wrens Fall Fly-In at the Wrens airport.
October 26: Saturday: EAA 172 Fall Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Wrens airport.
ROOFING WORK COMPLETED
On Saturday, May 18, several volunteers finished the re-roofing work on the Pea Patch EAA 172 clubhouse.
Dennis Allen, Don Bush Charlie Connell, Aaron Ramsey, and Steve Thompson did the work. A couple weeks
prior to that, Aaron Ramsey repaired one corner of the roof that was already crumbling.

BLYTHE DANT FEATURED IN NEWSPAPER
Blythe Dant, who won the Al Patton Scholarship award in 2007, then continued his
flight training through 2013 when he became a CFI, was the front page feature in the
June 27, 2013 Issue of the Jefferson County News & Farmer weekly newspaper.
Blythe has continued his work and is associated with flying instruction through
Augusta Aviation at Daniel Field.

NAME THAT PLANE

Curtiss C-46 Commando
The Curtiss C-46 Commando is a transport aircraft originally derived from a commercial high-altitude airliner design. It was
instead used as a military transport during World War II by the United States Army Air Forces as well as the U.S. Navy/Marine
Corps under the designation R5C. Although not built in the same quantities as its more famous wartime compatriot, the C-47
Skytrain, the C-46 nevertheless played a significant role in wartime operations, although the aircraft was not deployed in numbers
to the European theater until March 1945. It augmented USAAF Troop Carrier Command in time to drop paratroopers in an
offensive to cross the Rhine River in Germany (Operation Varsity). So many C-46s were lost in the paratroop drop during
Operation Varsity that Army general Matthew Ridgway famously issued an edict forbidding the aircraft's use in future airborne
operations. During the war years, the C-46 was noted for an abnormal number of unexplained in-air explosions (31 between May
1943 and May 1945) that were initially attributed to various causes. In particular, the fuel system, which was quickly designed, then
modified for the new, thirstier Pratt & Whitney engines, was criticized. The cause of the explosions was eventually traced to pooled
gasoline from small leaks in the tanks and fuel system, combined with a spark, usually originating from open-contact electrical
components. It was known to the men who flew them as "The Whale," the "Curtiss Calamity," the "plumber's nightmare", and
among ATC crews, the "flying coffin.” After World War II, a few surplus C-46 aircraft were briefly used in their original role as
passenger airliners, but the glut of surplus C-47s dominated the marketplace with the C-46 soon relegated to primarily cargo duty.
The type continued in U.S. Air Force service in a secondary role until 1968. However, the C-46 continues in operation as a rugged
cargo transport for Arctic and remote locations with its service life extended into the 21st century.
( Data and information from aviation-history.com, Hurlburt Field U.S. Air Force, Buffalo Airways, C-46 in Alaska)

Curtiss C-46 Commando Specifications
General characteristics
Crew: 4
Capacity: 40 troops or 30 stretcher patients or 15,000 lb. cargo
Length: 76 ft. 4 in.
Wingspan: 108 ft. 0 in.
Height: 21 ft. 9 in.
Wing area: 1,360 ft2
The cargo area in the C-46 was 48 feet long,
9 feet, 10 inches wide, and 6 feet, 8 inches high.
Empty weight: 30,669 lb.
Max. takeoff weight: 45,000 lbs. (which could be pushed to 50,000 lbs.).
Powerplant: 2 × Pratt & Whitney R-2800-51 two-row 18-cylinder radial engines, 2,000 hp. each
Performance
Maximum speed: 270 mph (235 knots) at 15,000 ft.
Cruise speed: 173 mph (150 knots)
Range: 3,150 mi (2,739 nmi) at 173 mph
Service ceiling: 24,500 ft.
Rate of climb: 1,175 ft/min

YouTube (3 min 50 seconds) C-46 Curtiss Commando Landing and Takeoff, Kasba Lake, NWT, Canada.

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also
wanted the mailed version you need to contact the club Secretary at EAA172@jcmservices.net
and indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date,
which for August is July 28, which is also the deadline for any articles for the August issue. Note
that mail has recently slowed so it may take at least two days from the mailing date for you to
receive the newsletter. Mailing the Pea Patch Post costs EAA 172 $18 annually per recipient. Also
note that if you have the newsletter mailed, and do not inform the EAA 172 Secretary about an
address change, the Postal Service will charge you a 50 cent fee for mail forwarding.

