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PRESIDENT’S DESK

The Wrens fly in was a great success, despite the unfortunate accident of
Chris Bowen the day before. Our thoughts remain with his family.
I was impressed again with the amount of work that goes into preparing
and running such an event. I am proud of the folks who volunteered their time
and efforts to make this happen. It is a good showing for our EAA Chapter as
well as the community of Wrens.
One add-on for this year was the RC planes. This was a good addition and
brought in more spectators. As a special treat on Friday night, one of them
flew a plane after dark with 1080 LED lights on it. It was really great.
At the end of May our family took a vacation in Europe. In good tradition,
I always seem to wrap some aviation related activity into it. This time I took a
tandem paraglider ride in Interlaken, Switzerland. This has been on my bucket
list since I first visited that city many years ago.
Interlaken is a smaller city located between two large lakes in the valley
between some smaller mountains. Just to the South are the big mountains. So
you see lots of green and are flying with just a light jacket, but have a clear
view of the snow capped mountains.
The ride was about 20 minutes long and included some thermalling that
went up above some of the smaller mountains. It is worthwhile doing if you
ever have the chance.
Speaking of thermalling, I have finally gotten the glider out again. First
flight was for 3 hours. Didn’t go anywhere in particular as this was the first
flight, but there were cloud streets, so you could fly under them for 20 miles or
so without circling and barley losing any altitude. It gives you the feeling that
you could fly forever.

July Meeting
Our next meeting is July 14th and we will be having
barbeque. Please bring a side dish to go with it. After the
meeting we will have a guest speaker, Dana Atkins, a
former USAF Thunderbirds pilot, who will tell us about
his experiences.
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CHARLIE DIDN'T PULL HIS RIP-CORD
Member Charlie Connell won't be doing much outdoor partying over the holiday. It seems that he was doing some roofing
work on his house on June 15 and somehow lost his footing and slipped off the roof. He has a multi-storied
residence and was trying to remove a limb that had fallen on it after a storm. He and his wife, Sheila, were
getting some work done and preparing for two guests from England who were coming that weekend and
planning to stay for a couple weeks. Sheila said that she was inside the house and heard shouts and a yell
and “ran to check it out, and there he was on the ground.”
Sheila called 911 and Charlie was rushed to the hospital. Though the injuries were found not to be lifethreatening, Sheila said “We feel so lucky that he is alive. However, he spent three days in the hospital, and
is now home awaiting swelling to go down in one of his legs (both ankles broken, one shattered) enough for
surgery.” Surgery is anticipated to be done the week after the 4th. Charlie's at home now. Sheila related “He
is currently going from wheelchair to bed, so you can imagine the stress associated with even a trip to the
bathroom. Home Health Care has three outfits (RN, aide and physical therapist) visiting us twice weekly and
they have been super.”
Sheila said that their English friends were en-route so there was no time to tell them about all this prior to their arrival.
“Anyway, we feel they have been a God-send, as they have been a big help.” Among other activities they have assisted
Charlie moving from the ground floor to his bedroom up and down the stairway. Sheila and Charlie are in good spirits. Sheila
even wrote “A pilot should have had his parachute open, right?” You can contact Charlie at 803-279-7250.

MARCIE WILHELMI RECOVERING
Marcie Wilhelmi, who has worked with EAA 172 over the years, especially regarding the Boshears air show, is recovering
from some major surgery. It was recently related that she had the surgery in early April. She’s had some
memory problems from the anesthesia, but is improving. Make it a point to wish her well and we’re thinking of
her.
Her email is: mwilhelmi2@comcast.net
Since before 1995, Marcie has done much work including organizing, setting up, etc. for the Boshears air show.
She has been a director of Boshears Skyfest, a member of the Daniel Field commission, and member and Chair
of the Augusta Aviation Commission.

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: A pilot got a speeding ticket. Does he need to report that to the FAA?
According to AOPA: No, typically he does not need to report a traffic violation in which he had to pay a
fine. However, he would be required to report it on his medical application in question 18(v) if the
violation resulted “…in the denial, suspension, cancellation, or revocation of driving privileges or which
resulted in attendance at an educational or rehabilitation program.” An example might be if he had multiple
speeding tickets and his driver’s license was suspended for a period of time. That would need to be
reported at his next visit to the aviation medical examiner. He does not need to report it to the FAA
Aviation Security Division per FAR 61.15 unless it involved drugs or alcohol. He should also bring court
documents/police reports of the incident with him to the AME. The FAA will likely want to see them. The
FAA has access to the National Driver Register, so if he doesn't report it they will eventually find out.
This Month’s Question: A pilot is planning to take his kids with him on a trip in his airplane. Does he
need to use a child seat?

EAA 172 Friday, June 8, 2012, evening meal
For both days we had some of the best weather for a fly-in -- light wind, sunny skies, not-too-hot. On Friday the Wrens
hangar group displayed their aircraft. Don Murphy flew in with his APF. Some aircraft folks came from the Carolinas and
the Rome, Georgia, EAA chapter. So, the day before the “official” fly-in
there were already 14 aircraft on the field! The RC
(radio control) modelers also started to arrive and
were setting up in their area at the east end of the
airport property. At this RC section of the field
Shane Nothdurft started cooking the hog which takes
12+ hours to prepare. This would be devoured by the
RC visitors the next day. We had a “bring your own
meat to grill” meal under the tents. Sid Brown and his family had prepared
potatoes and salad and set out grills for attendees to use to cook the meat
they brought. By 6:00 PM members and visitors started grilling their
meat and sitting down and enjoying the meal. At 7:53 PM, after the
meal started, there was an invocation and remembrance of visiting
pilot Chris Bowen who had passed away earlier in the day. Club
President Al Nodorft welcomed all the visitors. During the meal
members enjoyed music by Bethany Kathleen. After the meal the RC
airplane people demonstrated the fully lighted RC aircraft flying
around the airport in the dark. Then members enjoyed fly-in videos
presented by the Rome, Georgia, visitors. It was projected on the side of the adjoining hangar.

Many RC aircraft ready for flight.

The lighted up “True RC” After Dark
aircraft was huge.

Wrens O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in June 9, 2012
Starting early in the morning a number of aircraft of all types flew in. The weather was fantastic -- sunny with a light breeze.
Aircraft continued coming in during the day. There were several RV types of aircraft: RV-4, RV-8, RV-8A, RV-10. Also
there were a number of Cessna and Titan aircraft and the Air Med 109C helicopter. David Robinson brought in his Bensen
B-8M gyroplane from North Augusta, SC. Of course Ross and Machell Wheeler displayed the RAF 2000 GTX SE
gyroplane. John Sligar brought out his Phoenix Aero 503 powered parachute. There were about 28 larger aircraft (not RC)
of all types at the fly-in. We had visitors from all around Georgia – from Rome, Atlanta, Macon, Millen, and of course
Augusta, Evans, Grovetown, Martinez, Wrens, Louisville, and Stapleton. Other visitors came from North and South
Carolina. Many more RC people came in. They were mainly from two groups: the Trenton RC Flyers from Trenton, SC, and
the Ogeechee Aeromasters from Statesboro, GA. There were more than 20 RC aircraft including jets and helicopters. There
were also tractor and vintage automobile displays. Some club members worked in the EAA 172 food trailer providing
hamburgers and other refreshments to the visitors. There were 150-200 visitors from the local area. In the afternoon we
enjoyed the Country/Western and Gospel singing by Michelle Quick.

The mayor of Stapleton watched over
the tractor display.

The Air Med 109C helicopter coming in.

Some of the visiting gyroplane folks
from Windsor, SC, North Augusta,
SC, and Macon, GA.

Ray Sheffield standing proudly with his Rans S-19.

RC aircraft in the air.

Visitors looking at Ross Wheeler’s
RAF 2000 gyroplane.
Greg Connell’s snazzy RV-10
Machell Wheeler got a ride in
Al Nodorft’s Christen Eagle.

Wide view of what was going on at the fly-in.

Crowd sitting in the shade of the
hangar watching the fly-in activities.

Mikayla Nodorft, Cathy Brown,
Michael Nodorft, and Noah Goff
working in the food trailer.

Michelle Quick serenading
those in the hangar.

Unfortunately, one of the first visitors to the 2012 Wrens fly-in, Chris Bowen, passed away in an aircraft accident.
This happened soon after he arrived at the Wrens airport in the early afternoon on June 8th. He took off a couple
hours after arrival to look at some fields he had flown over during the 2011 Wrens Fly-in. For unknown reasons his
aircraft went down about 1¼ miles northwest of the airport.

EAA 172 members' thoughts and prayers are with his family.
On June 9th Chris's brother came in the morning and, later in the early afternoon, Chris's dad came by on his
"Closure Tour" in the Wrens area. Both were happy to hear that Chris was well thought of by the pilot community
and accepted condolences to them on behalf of the community. His dad said "At least he died while doing something he
loved."
An aviation fund with Angel Flight was established in memory of Chris. EAA 172 donated to this fund.

Christopher William Bowen
Gyroplane pilot, Entrepreneur, Builder and Mechanical Maintenance Superintendent.
EAA #1015053 EAA Chapter 1514, Savannah, GA

Mr. Christopher William Bowen, 54, born July 06, 1957, died June 08, 2012. He enjoyed flying. Friends
who knew him testify to his ability and competency as a Gyrocopter pilot. He was a member of Indian
Hill Missionary Baptist Church in Bluffton, South Carolina. Chris loved the Lord and was a loyal friend.
He enjoyed being with his friends, hunting, being outdoors, fishing, making delicious low-country boils,
maintaining a website for his personal designs of deer hunting stands, caring for his yard and home, and
tinkering in his garage. There wasn't much Chris couldn't do.
Survivors: Chris is survived by his wife, Rosemary Roberts Bowen, of Bluffton, South Carolina; his
mother, Gerlinde Korzer Jenkins of Bluffton, South Carolina; his father, William Kenneth Bowen, and
step-mother, Wealthy Bradley Bowen of Evans County, Georgia; his two sons, Forrest Bowen and
Forrest's most significant friend, Amanda Erin Waters of Bluffton, South Carolina and Marion Bowen of
Turbeville, South Carolina; three step-sons, Richard Bowen of Bluffton, South Carolina, Shane Crosby of
Vidalia, Georgia, and Gary Crosby (Leslie) of Claxton, Georgia; two brothers, Kenneth Craig Bowen of
Bluffton, South Carolina, William Robert Bowen (Anna) of West Melbourne, Florida, two half brothers,
John West (Kim) of Pickens, South Carolina and Michael DeLoach of Bluffton, South Carolina; one half
sister, Sharyl Teresa Anderson, Swainsboro, Georgia; a brother-in-law, Daniel Roberts of Lakeland,
Florida; two sisters, Debra Ann Bowen-Moline (John) of Austin, Texas, and Michelle Denise BowenBlakley (Paul) of Austin, Texas; two grandchildren, Hannah Elizabeth Bowen and Layla Grace Pye
Bowen.
Visitation: Wednesday, June 13, 2012, from 6-8:00 p.m., at J. Mellie NeSmith Funeral Home.
Funeral: A service honoring the life of Mr. Bowen was held Thursday, June 14, 2012, at 1:30 p.m., with
Reverend Harold Byron Twigg and Reverend John West officiating, at J. Mellie NeSmith Funeral Home
Chapel.
Burial: Ephuses Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery, Bulloch County, Georgia.
Mellie NeSmith Funeral Home, Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1917, 912-739-3338.
Savannah Morning News June 13, 2012
Please sign our Obituary Guest Book at http://savannahnow.com/obituaries.
Published in Savannah Morning News on June 13, 2012

TARMAC OR RAMP?
(or is it apron?)
A lot of pilots get “bent out of shape” when someone calls the area at the airport in front of the FBO, or where he is parking
his plane, the tarmac. The media usually uses “tarmac” because it sounds “cool” or seems to be more understandable to the
public than “ramp.” The aviation glossary --- AVIATION GLOSSARY – writes “Tarmac – A
common but inaccurate term often referring to the paved areas of airports where aircraft
park. Usually referring to the airport ramp or “apron” near the terminals, hangars or
FBO’s. The vast majority of aircraft operating areas are however constructed of concrete,
not “tarmac”. Of course, one could refer to the two acre area in front of the Wrens, Georgia,
airport (65J) hangars as tarmac since it is asphalt, not concrete.

ramp (or apron) area of a
commercial airport

But is either tarmac or ramp correct. No! ICAO (The International Civil Aviation
Organization), the international organization that creates official aviation terms calls it an
apron. The apron is designated by the ICAO as not being part of the maneuvering area. All
vehicles, aircraft and people using the apron are referred to as apron traffic.

In the USA, the words apron and ramp are used interchangeably in most circumstances. Generally, the pre-flight activities
are done in ramps; and areas for parking and maintenance are called aprons. Passenger gates are the main feature of a
terminal ramp. As the word apron is part of the ICAO terminology but the word ramp is not, the word ramp is not used with
this meaning outside the USA. (Information adapted from multiple sources, including Urban Dictionary, AviationGlossary.com, AOPA, and ICAO)

"line up and wait" NOT "position and hold"
Talking about ICAO – in September of 2010, the FAA changed the language used for controllers to
instruct pilots to enter the runway and await the takeoff clearance from "position and hold" to "line
up and wait." The FAA had been seriously behind standard practice in the rest of the world. Of
course most of EAA 172 pilots don't fly to the “rest of the world” and don't care what they do in
France, for instance. Also, many of our pilots don't even use ATC controlled field. But this
language more accurately describes what the pilot is expected to do, whether at a controlled or
uncontrolled field. Here are several things that you should consider as you get ready to taxi across
the runway threshold.
At a controlled field, the most important thing is to make sure that you have clearance to enter the runway. This is pretty
basic stuff, but you need to be sure that the controller calls your N-number with the instructions “line up and wait” or
“cleared for takeoff.” Make sure that the runway you’re taxiing onto is the one you’re cleared to enter by looking at the red
sign at the hold-short line or, if you can see them, the white markers on the pavement.
At an uncontrolled field, whether you enter the runway before any landing traffic has exited or you have the runway to
yourself, it’s vitally important to announce your intentions, including the runway number. Some pilots omit this critical step
because they haven’t heard or seen any traffic in the area, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t anyone around. It’s better to make
one call too many (as long as it’s pertinent and not a bunch of pilot chatter) than to surprise someone or get a bad surprise
yourself. Often our club members don't announce when landing at uncontrolled air fields.
(Information adapted from multiple sources, including AOPA, cockpitintelligence.blogspot.com, aviationchatter.com, ICAO, FLYING eNews Jun 27, 2012 )

SHORT FINAL
AVweb April 30, 2012

Overheard by a pilot flying into Chicago (ORD):
ORD Approach: "British Airways, can you be down to 4,000 feet by XXXXX?"
British Airways 1234: "I suppose so, but I don't think I can bring the aircraft with me."

EAA 172
Barbecue Fly-in
July 14, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in & Meeting
August 11, 9:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Meeting
September 8, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA
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EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, July 26: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly nonbusiness social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is T-Bonz Steakhouse, 2856
Washington Road, Augusta, Georgia 30909. Phone number: 706-737-8325. Map and directions: T-Bonz
Directions. Contact Virginia Bush for more details 706-554-5618 e-mail: sporthorses9@gmail.com . . On
the Web go to nightout.jcmservices.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 2012
Sunday, July 8: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Cheraw Municipal / Lynch Bellinger Field Airport,
Cheraw, South Carolina (KCQW). CTAF/UNICOM: 122.8 ZIPcode 29520. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM.
Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803)
432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/KCQW for airport info. For driving directions click on
Cheraw Airport .

Saturday, July 14: EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-in. We plan to have delicious barbecue in the cool, air
conditioned comfort of the EAA 172 Clubhouse at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA); runway 01/19:
2500' x 150' sod -- good --; GPS: 33° 18.08' N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511 Boulineau Rd., Blythe,
Georgia, 30805. Food is at 12:30 PM. UNICOM 122.7 mhz. For more information call (706) 592-7244, or
contact Al Nodorft, (706) 955-1049 eMail: Nodorft@Hotmail.com or John Magnan (706) 547-3607 eMail:
jcm2@earthlink.net Come early, and talk with the members and builders. Our Program speaker will be Dana
Atkins, a former USAF Thunderbirds pilot. Click HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE for the
Mapquest directions. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info. For the agenda click HERE.

Sunday, July 22: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Triple Tree Aerodrome, Woodruff, South

Carolina (SC00)(pvt.). Located between the towns of Woodruff and Enoree, SC, on Mary Hanna Road,
Woodruff, SC. UNICOM: 122.9. ZIPcode 29388. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC00 for airport info. For driving directions click on Triple Tree Aerodrome .
Monday-Sunday, July 23 - July 29: EAA Oshkosh Airventure® 2012 Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh,
Wisconsin (KOSH) CTAF 118.5. UNICOM 122.95 ZIP code 54902. Website: Airventure 2012
See http://www.airnav.com/airport/KOSH for airport info. For driving directions click on Wittman Regional
Airport.

Thursday, July 26: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly

non-business social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is T-Bonz Steakhouse, 2856
Washington Road, Augusta, Georgia 30909. Phone number: 706-737-8325. Map and directions: T-Bonz
Directions. Contact Virginia Bush for more details 706-554-5618 e-mail: sporthorses9@gmail.com .

Tuesday-Saturday, July 31 - August 4: 50th Annual PRA Rotorcraft Convention Fly-in, PRA
Mentone Airport (C92) CTAF 122.9. ZIP code 46539. 12296 W 600 S, Mentone, Indiana. Phone/FAX: 575353-7227. See http://www.airnav.com/airport/C92 for airport info. Convention Website: PRA Convention
For driving directions click on Mentone Airport.

August 2012
Sunday, August 5: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Rowan County Airport, Salisbury, North

Carolina (KRUQ) CTAF/UNICOM: 122.8. ZIPcode 28147. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 &
9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KRUQ for airport info. For driving directions click on Rowan County Airport .
Saturday, August 11: EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA).
Grits, bacon, eggs! Great people to meet! A short business meeting will be around 10:00-10:30 AM after the
meal. Runway 01/19: 2500' x 150' sod -- fair --; GPS: N33° 18.08' N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511
Boulineau Rd., Blythe, Georgia, 30805. UNICOM 122.7 mhz. Call (706) 592-7244, or contact Al Nodorft, (706)
955-1049 eMail: Nodorft@Hotmail.com or John Magnan (706) 547-3607 eMail: jcm2@earthlink.net Click
HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE for the Mapquest directions. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info.

Items For Sale:
AIRPLANE TRAILER - ENCLOSED
If you need a trailer to haul your folding wing aircraft, this would be perfect! In the past it has
carried a Kolb Mark III, a Kolb Firestar, and also a Bensen
and Air Command gyro. Not all at the same time, of course!
You could even be a "Trailer Weenie" like Dick Stark of the
Dawn Patrol who hauls his Nieuport 11 around in one like it.
Previous owners have even camped in it when going to a fly-in.
Notice that it has lights inside, both AC and DC. The current
owner has built a hangar at his home to keep his aircraft in
and no longer needs the trailer. SIZE: 25’ x 8’ x 7’3”
AC & DC powered interior lights- electric & manual winches- Anti-sway hitch.
Tows real nice and a real soft ride for your plane. 2 spare tires.

Asking $4,200
Contact Randy Berry (President, EAA 1467)
Lexington, SC
email: randyberry@sc.rr.com
or the owner - Keith
Rutherfordton, NC
email: ktony20@hotmail.com

HUMOR
In a tongue in cheek press release, Skyscanner suggested a number of other things airlines
could charge extra for:
- A successful landing fee – to be paid upon disembarking the aircraft following a safe touchdown
- Coin operated overhead lockers, window blinds and seat lights
- Charge a premium disembarking fee – pay to get off the plane first
- Fee for releasing oxygen mask, then extra charge per minute of oxygen consumed
- Extra charge for emergency exit seats
- New charge for hand luggage based on weight
- Passenger weigh-in: surcharge of £1 per lb.
- Surcharge for children as they generate less revenue from onboard sales (they can’t buy alcohol)
- Life jacket optional – extra fee if you want one
- Extra charge for newer planes
- Standing room only – extra charge for use of seat
- Charge for using electronic devices onboard
- Charge extra for the captain’s weather forecast at the destination
- Extra charge for having a co-pilot
- Pay the pilot minimum wage, but allow them to make money on tips; pass their hat round on successful landing
(see also: successful landing fee)
- Order planes without windows, as they will be cheaper and lighter

EAA 172 CALENDAR for 2012

(as modified 04/14/12)

January 14 – Saturday: Club Meeting. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
February 11 – Saturday: Chili Cook-off at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
March 10 - Saturday: EAA 172 Fish Fry Fly-in. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: March 21 – 25: Bensen Days Rotorcraft Fly-in Wauchula, FL.
NOTE: March 27–April 1: Sun 'n Fun7 2012 Fly-In. Lakeland, FL.
NOTE: April 8: Easter.
April 14 - Saturday: EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Pea Patch.
NOTE: April 28 – 29: Warner Robins airshow. Vidalia Airshow was cancelled.
May 5 – Saturday: Club Meeting. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: May 13: Mother’s Day.
June 8 - Friday: 6:00 PM EAA 172 “Bring your own meat to grill meal” Wrens airport.
June 9 - Saturday: EAA 172 O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in, Wrens airport.
July 14 - Saturday: EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-In. Food at 12:30 PM. at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: July 23-July 29: Monday-Sunday: EAA Oshkosh Airventure7 2012. Oshkosh, WI.
NOTE: July 31-August 4: PRA Rotorcraft International Convention. Mentone, IN.
August 11 – EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: September 5-9: Wednesday-Sunday: Triple Tree Fly-in. Woodruff, SC.
September 8 – Saturday: Club Meeting. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: September 9: Sunday: Bob Rhodes Barbecue Fly-in.
NOTE: September 28-30: Friday-Sunday: Wings Over North Georgia Fly-in, Rome, GA.
October 5-6: Friday, Saturday: EAA 172 Fall Fly-In at the Wrens airport.
October 6: Saturday: EAA 172 Fall Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Wrens airport.
NOTE: October 20-21: Saturday-Sunday: Boshears Skyfest 2012. Daniel Field, Augusta, GA.
NOTE: October 26-28: Mid-Atlantic Fly-in & Aviation Convention, Lumberton, NC.
November 10: Saturday: Keith Brock Memorial Fly-in. Millen, GA.
December 8: Saturday: EAA 172 Christmas Party 12:30 PM. Pea Patch Aerodrome.

NAME THAT PLANE

Packard Le Père-Lusac II
Designed in 1917 by Capt. Georges LePere, a French aeronautical engineer of the French Air Service in 1918, working for
the U.S. Army Air Service, the LUSAC 11 was the result of efforts to get an American built fighter into combat as soon as
possible. The acronym "LUSAC" stood for LePere United States Army Combat. LePere designed the LUSAC 11 to be a
combination fighter, light bomber and reconnaissance aircraft that carried a pilot and an observer/gunner. Equipped with two
machine guns, the sturdy two-seater was fast, maneuverable and had an excellent rate of climb.
Capt. LePere, along with several other French aviation engineers, worked on the design at the Packard Motor Car Co. of
Detroit, Michigan. Packard provided design and fabrication space and additional engineers, and the first prototype was
completed in April 1918. After the three prototypes received generally favorable reviews from test pilots at Wilbur Wright
Field, Ohio, the Bureau of Aircraft Production planned to order as many as 3,525 LUSAC 11s.
In September 1918, its performance during air trials was so impressive that about 4,500 planes were ordered from the
manufacturer. At war's end in November 1918, however, the Bureau canceled its contracts, and only 27 production aircraft
were built (with only seven of these built before the Armistice, none saw combat). The aircraft continued to fly in the Air
Service, and specially modified LUSAC 11 became famous by setting a number of altitude records at Wright Field in the
early 1920s.
The aircraft in the photo, the only LUSAC 11 in existence, originally went to France just before the end of the war. In 1989
the National Air Force Museum acquired it from the Musee de l'Air in Paris, France. After extensive restoration by museum
personnel, it went on display in 1992. It is marked as it appeared while at the Allied test facility in Orly, France, in late 1918.

Packard Le Père-Lusac 11 Specifications
Country: United States of America
Manufacturer: Packard Motor Car Company
Type: Fighter
First Introduced: 1918
Number Built: 27
Engine: Liberty 12A, 12-cylinder, liquid cooled inline V, 425 hp
Wing Span: 41 ft 7 in
Length: 25 ft 6 in
Height: 9 ft 6 in
Empty Weight: 2,561 lb
Gross Weight: 3,746 lb
Max Speed: 132 mph
Cruising speed: 118 mph
Service Ceiling: 20,200 ft
Endurance: 320 miles
Crew: 2 (pilot & observer/gunner)
Armament: 2×.30 in (7.62mm) Marlin machine guns on the upper fuselage.
2×.30 in (7.62mm) Lewis guns in the observer's cockpit.
Data from the Aerodrome.com, The American Fighter, Museum of the United States Air Force.

LePERE LUSAC 11
cockpit

A Lusac II in the air.
1918 photo

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also wanted
the mailed version you need to contact the club Secretary at EAA172@jcmservices.net and indicate
that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date, which for August
is July 26, which is also the deadline for any articles for the August issue. Mailing the Pea Patch
Post costs EAA 172 $18 annually per recipient. Note that if you have the newsletter mailed, and do
not inform the EAA 172 Secretary about an address change, EAA 172 will need to assess you the
50 cent fee the USPS charged EAA 172 for mail forwarding.

Sport Aviation EAA Chapter 172 Membership Form
Name: ______________________________________________________
Your Birthday (day, month) _________________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Spouse/Partner’s Name: _______________________________________________
Spouse/Partner’s Birthday (day, month)________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Anniversary date (day, month) _______________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: ____________
Home phone: __________________ Cell phone: ____________________ Other: ___________________
Business phone: ________________________
Email address: _________________________
Even if you have email would you like to save the club $18
annually and receive the newsletter only by e-mail, not by USPS mail – check here if you agree: ❑
EAA Number (if you belong to the national EAA): _______________
If you’re a pilot, your ratings: _____________________________________ Hours: ______
Aircraft owned, including tail number: ___________________________________________
Please complete this form and return it to:
Don Bush, EAA 172 Treasurer
3076 Old Waynesboro Rd.
Hephzibah, Georgia 30815-6791
EAA 172 Membership for 2012
Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $30.
Thank you for your support!

