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PREZ SEZ

Well, Spring has come and gone already. And it is HOT! Hopefully
we will get a blast of cool air for the Wrens O. B. Brown Memorial Fly-in
this month. Our supper ‘bring your own steak’ will be Friday night June
13 and the main fly-in day is Saturday June 14. We will supply the salad
and potatoes for the supper and will have a grill ready for you to cook
your steak. Please bring sides and desserts!
We will have the old Wrens Mill engine. I always love seeing that
thing run! As many of you know, my Dad, O. B. Brown, helped restore
that old engine shortly before he died. He always loved old engines, old
tractors, and all types of flying machines! I hope you will join me in
remembering ‘O. B.’ by spending a day enjoying the things he loved!
We will have the concession stand with hotdogs and hamburgers. We
will also have free Bar B Q sandwiches for pilots and crew.
We had a great meeting last month. I really enjoyed the stories told by
Ret. Col. James W. ‘Pete’ Booth about the forming of the 68th and 197th
Armed Helicopter Companies in Vietnam. Like I wrote previously, just
riding around in an old Huey was rough stuff, but to be getting shot at
and ‘Returning Fire’ is another thing all together. Ben and I bought one
of his books: Returning Fire. I am looking forward to reading it.
Hope to see you on Friday the 13 th and Saturday the 14th. There will
be plenty to do. So come ready to help. But most of all, bring you
airplane … It’s a Fly-in!
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Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172
May 10, 2014
Before the meeting 33 members, their families, and guests enjoyed the delicious hamburger and hot dogs prepared by Sid
and Ben Brown. It was warm but there was threatening weather so no aircraft flew in. However
we did have members and visitors with four motorcycles come in! At 12:39 PM club president
Sid Brown gave the invocation and everyone ate. At 1:05 PM, before the business meeting, we
welcomed our speaker, Col. (ret.) James "Pete" Booth who discussed his book Returning Fire:
In the Beginning about the Huey UH1-B being
the first armed helicopter. Col. Booth spent 30
years in the army and in 1965 he commanded
the 197th Armed Helicopter Company in
Vietnam. After Vietnam he was on the Pentagon
army staff, then became the commander of the 1st Squadron 9th Cavalry
Division. Following that he was the commander of the
Lightning Brigade at Fort Knox, then G3 8th Army,
Korea until his retirement in 1981. He wrote the book in
1994. His talk was very informative with many
anecdotes about the Huey UH1-B and various situations
in Vietnam. Col. Booth talked about “bizarre” combat
humor and various Huey configurations. The short business meeting started at 2:07 PM. Sid thanked
those who came to the meeting.
Col. James “Pete” Booth

Old Business: Steve Thompson moved to accept the minutes for the April 19th meeting. Don Bush
seconded the motion and the club members approved the motion unanimously.

New Business: We discussed preparations for our activities at the O. B. Brown Memorial Fly-in at the
Wrens Airport June 13 & 14. President Sid Brown said that we would have our usual “bring meat to
grill” meal around 6:00 PM on Friday, June 13, at the Wrens airport. The club will provide salad and
baked potatoes. Members should bring side dishes. The fly-in will start around 9:00 AM at the Wrens
airport on Saturday, June 14. We will need members to volunteer to help out with various activities
including cooking at the concession stand.
The May club social eat-out will be at 6:30 PM on May 22nd at the French Market Grille, 425
Highland Ave. in Augusta, Georgia.

One of the delicious
side dishes at the
meeting meal.

Joe Britt moved to adjourn the meeting. Richard Fender seconded the motion. The membership approved the motion
unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM.

EAA 172 BOARD MEETING MAY 10, 2014
At 2:30 PM there was a short Board Meeting after the meal and regular meeting. The focus of the
meeting was the sale of the Aerosport Scamp and the Taylor Monoplane now stored in Al Patton’s open
hangar at the Pea Patch. Both are now considered “projects” since they have been non-flyable for more
than thirteen years and are in pieces and/or have deteriorated. The Scamp project was originally approved
for sale in January 2001, by the EAA 172 Board of Directors after it was determined that none of those
who donated funds for the project had any objections. In fact, the majority of the funds were from EAA
172 itself. The Taylor Monoplane project was donated to the club in January 1999. It had been severely
damaged by gunfire in January 2008, and now is in pieces in Al Patton’s open hangar at the Pea Patch.
The proposal was to get the projects into willing buyers’ hands so that the projects would not deteriorate
into scrap. The Board unanimously approved the sale of the projects for a “best offer” price. Within that
day the two projects were sold to EAA 172 club members.

MORE SIGHTS & SCENES AT THE 2014 BOSHEARS SKYFEST
In the last issue you saw some of the more common “sights & scenes” from the 2014 Boshears Skyfest held April 26 &
27. Here are some other interesting photos of happenings there you might have missed.

The RC modelers had an expansive spread showing off their aircraft.

“Arrrrgh" "Shiver me timbers!" Someone brought a Pirate aircraft!

On Saturday there was a car show with owners showing off their classic, vintage, and antique automobiles.

The owner of these is an ATF FFL machine gun licensee.

The Sid Brown family manned the EAA 172 tent much of the weekend.
(While all of you were looking at the other Boshears' sights, this is what the Brown Family was doing.)

Please thank Sid Brown and his family!

O. B. Brown Memorial Fly-in
Meal: June 13, 2014 6:00 pm
Wrens Airport (65J)
Fly-in Activities: June 14, 2014
9:00 AM to dark
EAA 172 Meeting
Barbecue Fly-in
July 12, 2014, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia
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EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, June 26: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly nonbusiness social gathering usually held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is the Village Deli, 2803
Wrightsboro Rd., #28, Augusta, Georgia 30909 (near the corner of Highland Ave. and Wrightsboro Rd., across
from Daniel Field). Phone number: 706-736-3691. Map and directions: Village Deli. Contact Virginia Bush for
more details 706-554-5618 e-mail: donr.bush@yahoo.com . On the Web go to nightout.jcmservices.net

AOPA INCREASES ANNUAL DUES
In a June 5, 2014 letter to members, AOPA President Mark Baker cordially told members that they have to pay more
when they renew their membership. He wrote “I am writing today because I wanted to tell you personally that, for only
the second time in the past 24 years, we’ve made the tough decision to increase AOPA member dues.
Beginning Sept. 1, regular membership dues will be $59 a year.” Then, later on in the letter “All of
these efforts [. . . working to create an environment where many more people can share in the
experience of general aviation, where we can reverse the rising cost of flying, and where all of us can
fly more often and much later in life than we ever imagined.] rely on member dues to some extent. Your
dues cover about 30% of AOPA’s annual operating costs, with revenues from other sources like advertising and
sponsorships covering the rest. Since I came on board less than a year ago, we have significantly cut operating costs by
doing things like eliminating four executive positions, reducing mailings to save on postage, and selling the Caravan. As
a result, our 2014 operating budget is the lowest it has been since 2006.”
Toward the end of the letter he wrote “Members with expiration dates of August 31, 2014 or later will receive renewal
information in the coming weeks and months with the new dues rates. I know some of you will have questions and
concerns. As always, we want to hear from you. Feel free to contact us at dues@aopa.org. Your comments are important
and, while we may not be able to respond to each one, we will read every message we receive.”

CBP (CUSTOMS & BORDER PATROL) SAYS IT WILL BE NICER TO PILOTS
The U.S. Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine Operations Center’s announcement that it would alter its
current procedures for stopping general aviation aircraft is among the first fruits being seen from
AOPA President Mark Baker’s recent one-on-one meeting with CBP Commissioner
R. Gil Kerlikowske. Less than one month after AOPA President Mark Baker met
with Customs and Border Protection Commissioner R. Gil Kerlikowske, CBP has
publicly said that it will be more careful in targeting general aviation aircraft for
search. NPR (National Public Radio) produced a story about this and found that
because of the methods the CBP used to contact law enforcement, local police were treating visiting aircraft as if Osama
Bin Laden were aboard. In the May 28, 2014, NPR Morning Edition program an official with CBP’s Air and Marine
Operations Center responsible for the stops and searches "told NPR his agency has heard pilots’
grievances and the program is being altered so as not to needlessly affront law-abiding pilots.” CBP
Air and Marine Operations Deputy Assistant Commissioner Eddie Young acknowledged to NPR that
local police departments have approached law-abiding pilots with excessive force when responding to a tip from the
agency. “When we do make a mistake and we come up against somebody that necessarily didn’t need to be, I think that’s
where we do our best to ensure that we don’t repeat those mistakes again,” NPR quoted Young as saying. “You get a call
from the feds that you may have illegal activity around this aircraft, they get pretty excitable at these local airports.
Certainly in many of these cases they have overreached what we consider to be the due process,” Baker told NPR. “We
appreciate the CBP Air and Marine Operations Center’s effort to bring these overzealous encounters to an end,” Baker
said. “But the monitoring and random targeting of general aviation pilots and aircraft remain the heart of the problem,
and AOPA believes that such stops and searches—some of which have involved the use of police dogs and masked
officers and drawn weapons—must be halted unless there is valid evidence of criminal activity.”
(Information adapted from AOPA News 05/28/14, NPR Morning Edition 05/28/14 )

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: You are flying your Cessna 182 on a VFR cross-country flight. You plan to
avoid Class B airspace by remaining above it at 9,500 feet MSL, although you will be within the lateral
boundaries of the Class B airspace. Is a transponder required?
According to AOPA and the FAA: Yes. According to FAR 91.215, a transponder would be required in this
scenario because you will be within the lateral boundaries of the Class B airspace and below 10,000 feet msl.
This Month’s Question: During which phase of flight is a pilot at increased odds of experiencing a somatogravic
illusion? (Do you know the term? If not, Google it!)

GEORGIA'S PRIVATE AIRFIELDS GRANTED LIABILITY PROTECTION
Georgia has become the latest state to pass a measure giving private airstrip owners immunity from civil liability in
connection with the recreational use of their airfields. House Bill 494 was signed into law by Gov.
Nathan Deal on April 29. Among its provisions was language that adds aviation activities to a list of
definitions of recreational property uses for which property owners are afforded liability protection.
There are approximately 200 private airstrips in the state, said Bob Minter, AOPA southern regional
manager. "Needless to say, we’re pretty happy," said Minter. He credited state Sen. Rick Jeffares (RDistrict 17) with introducing the key amendment, and Sen. Bill Heath (R-District 31), a pilot, for
working with aviation advocates in spearheading the legislative effort.
"We're very pleased to add Georgia to the growing list of states that recognize the value of recreational aviation," added
Eric Davis, the organization's Georgia state liaison, who worked with Minter and Heath to mobilize private airstrip
owners and win passage for the provision. The aviation advocates added that support from Amy Hudnall, deputy director
of the Aerospace Division of Georgia’s Department of Economic Development, was “instrumental to the effort” to pass
the liability protection. (Information adapted from AOPA News 05/13/14, Georgia House Bill 494 )

EAA SUBMITS IMPROVEMENTS TO FLIGHT TESTING MANUAL
The last week of May EAA submitted comments to a proposed revision to FAA Advisory Circular (AC) 90-89, the
Amateur-Built Aircraft and Ultralight Flight Testing Handbook. EAA was instrumental in the original drafting of the
AC, and the organization’s comments to the recent revision are part of its continued
work on the document, which lays out recommended practices for flight testing amateur
built and ultralight aircraft. The suggested changes include new, better detailed
guidance on fuel flow testing prior to the first flight, the use of GPS data to confirm the
accuracy of pitot-static derived airspeed readings, stall testing, and more. The
comments were written with the help of the EAA Homebuilt Aircraft Council and some of the world’s leading flight-test
experts on the EAA board of directors Safety Committee. “These changes will help keep this already comprehensive
document relevant for the next generation of homebuilts and ultralights,” said Sean Elliott, EAA vice president of
advocacy and safety. “In submitting these comments we are continuing our involvement with this AC, which has helped
ensure safe and effective flight-testing for more than 25 years.” Information adapted from EAA eHotline May 29, 2014 and the FAA )

FBI: $10,000 BOUNTY FOR LASER-POINTING PERPS
Identify who is pointing a laser at you while you are in your plane and you could get some cash!

Laser incidents are a known problem among airline crew, but they also affect general
aviation aircraft. The FBI is offering up to a $10,000 reward for
information leading to the arrest of those who intentionally point a
laser at aircraft and seeks to educate the public on the severity of
such actions. “We are also working with state, local, and
international law enforcement on the campaign, and we are
conducting outreach to schools to educate teens about the dangers
associated with lasing,” the FBI said in a news release June 3. The
program has been successfully tested in 12 locations, and is being
expanded to all 50 states, Guam, and Puerto Rico.
Earlier this year, according to AVweb, A 26-year-old California man was sentenced to 14 years in prison for pointing a
laser at a police helicopter that was responding to a report of his previous attack on a medevac helicopter. "This is not a
game," U.S. Attorney Benjamin B. Wagner is quoted by The Associated Press as saying. "It is dangerous and it is a
felony." Rodriquez's girlfriend, 23-year-old Jennifer Coleman, has also been convicted of felony charges and could end
up in jail for five years when she is sentenced.
(Information adapted from AVwebBiz 03/14/2014, Associated Press , AOPA News June 4, 2014, FBI.gov 06/03/2014 )

FOR SALE:
Members' Items for Sale
Club Member Aaron Ramsey still has this aircraft for sale.
He now has some health issues and has had open-heart surgery:

Quicksilver MX Sprint

Single place – high wing – Single Engine
Wing Span 18'- 1”
Empty Weight 250 lbs. (true ultralight!)
Gross Weight 525 lbs.
Useful load: 275 lbs.
Engine: Rotax 447
Fuel capacity: 5 U.S. gallons
Takeoff distance 50' obstacle: 200 feet
Rate of climb: 900 ft/min
Landing distance: 200 feet
Maximum level speed: 54 mph
Also included with sale is a Rotax 503 engine that needs servicing/rebuilding.
Located at a private airstrip near Blythe, Georgia in a covered hangar.
For the full version of this ad with much more information click on: For Sale: Quicksilver MX Sprint

ASKING: $4,500 OBO
This ad was NEW 01/27/14
Contact Aaron Ramsey
e-mail: veryhappyhouse@bellsouth.net
Phone number: Cell: 803-292-2235
=========================

EAA 172 member Keith Robbins still has this engine for sale:
Continental O-300-D engine with Airflow Performance injection.
Engine log included. TT 2274. SMOH 1135. Cylinders replaced STOH 62.4
•
•
•
•
•

Custom Full flow intake manifolds.
Injectors and log manifolds installed and tested by Airflow Performance in South Carolina.
Engine stored in shipping box, turned, and cylinders blown with oil.
Engine attached to a custom mount.
New plugs and wires.

Continental O-300-D lower side
Continental O-300-D bottom & frame
Contact Keith Robbins by e-mail: kcr83406@yahoo.com
For the full version of this ad, with enlargements, click on: For Sale: Continental 0-300-D engine

UPCOMING EVENTS
Listings on the “Upcoming Events” pages are often revised. Check the Calendar on the EAA 172 Website for any changes.

June 2014
Sunday, June 1: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Holly Hill airport, Holly Hill, South Carolina (5J5).
ZIPcode 29059. CTAF/UNICOM: 122.9. A home cooked southern breakfast, great fellowship and flying! Arrival:
7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne
Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/5J5 for airport info. For driving directions click on
Holly Hill airport. SCBC Website. SCBC on Facebook.
Sunday, June 8: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Rock Hill Airport, Rock Hill, South Carolina
(KUZA). CTAF/UNICOM: 123.05. ZIPcode 29732. A home cooked southern breakfast, great fellowship and flying!
Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact
Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click Rock Hill Airport for airport info. For driving directions click on Driving
Directions Rock Hill Airport. SCBC Website. SCBC on Facebook.
Friday, June 13: Special meal for EAA 172 Members and guests. Friday, June 13, has a special EAA 172 "bringyour-own-meat-to-grill" meal, around 6:00 PM, at the Wrens Airport. This is held for the club members, pilots,
tractor owners, and Fly-in guests. The club will provide baked potatoes and salad but bring any sidedishes and
desserts you want. There will be grills for any meat/fish you might bring. Note that there is an Ingles supermarket
just across the airfield if you want to purchase your meat there. Call Sid Brown at 762-245-8103 for more details.
Or email to: sid@thesidbrowns.com or wrens@jcmservices.net.
Saturday, June 14 :

Nineteenth Annual EAA 172 Wrens O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in
At the Wrens, Georgia, Airport (65J):
CTAF/UNICOM 122.7 mhz. GPS coordinates: 33° 13.36' N / 82° 23.02' W; elevation 450'; runways: 11L/29R
3000' x 50' asphalt -- good; 11R/29L 1300' x 100' sod -- good. Airport attended 24 hours during the Fly-In. Starts
around 9:00 AM and lasts until late afternoon. All aircraft welcome: Conventional, warbirds, experimental, light
planes, ultralight, gyroplanes, trikes, powered parachutes, PPGs. No landing or tie-down fees. Next to the airfield,
tractor owners will display antique tractors they have restored. Also see the historic Wrens Flour Mill engine.
Free admission and overnight camping. You may stay overnight Saturday to Sunday, June 15th. Air conditioned
lounge with refrigerator, microwave, couches, two restrooms and free hot shower. Motorhomes welcome. Five
restaurants and a motel next to the airport at the end of runway 29. Click Local Businesses for their locations and
phone numbers. For more details contact Sid Brown at 762-245-8103 email: sid@thesidbrowns.com or e-mail
wrens@jcmservices.net. Click Wrens Memorial (65J) for airport info. For an aerial photo of the Wrens Airport
click on Wrens Airport. For driving directions click on Wrens Memorial.
Saturday, June 14: Low Country Boil, Pig Pickin' at the HACIENDA DE GAY (7GA3). Don Gay wants all his
pilot friends to celebrate the summer at the Hacienda De Gay starting at 2:00 PM and to enjoy a "Pig Pickin' Low
Country Boil" at the Hacienda De Gay. There will also be delicious Filipino foods such as steamed fish, egg rolls,
fried rice, and lo mein among the other delicacies of that Southeast Asian country.
Directions: Remember to land coming in over the pond on runway 17, NO MATTER WHAT THE WIND
DIRECTION IS! The runway is grass, 2000 feet long, and is 75 feet wide but has an open space of 100 feet on
each side of the runway. The airstrip, starting at the pond edge, has a gradual incline for about 500 feet, then
tapers off to a slight incline to the opposite end. After landing, taxi back down the runway to the pond and
someone will guide you to parking. If no one is there, taxi between the little "outbuilding" and the pond to the
parking area. The runway is located two miles EAST of Garfield off paved highway county number 289. GPS
coordinates are: 32 39.82'N / 82 04.47'W. Elevation is 300 feet and the CTAF is 122.9. AIRNAV airport
information: http://www.airnav.com/airport/7GA3
Land directions: If coming into Garfield from Millen on Highway 23 go into Garfield and turn left (east) at the
signal light. Go through Garfield up the hill. At the top of the hill turn left on Augusta Road. Follow that road for
a mile or so until you see 6250 Elam/Airstrip Road (or may be called Don Loves Langga Airstrip Rd.) -- Turn left

there and follow the runway to the house.
EVERYONE IS INVITED! BRING YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND GUESTS.
Come enjoy the food, friends and camaraderie!
His phone number is: 478-982-8526 CELL PHONE: 706-871-0241. His e-mail is: DGay@glsp.org
Sunday, June 15: Father's Day
Sunday, June 22: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Cheraw Municipal / Lynch Bellinger Field Airport,
Cheraw, South Carolina (KCQW). CTAF/UNICOM: 122.8 ZIPcode 29520. A home cooked southern breakfast,
great fellowship and flying! Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure:
11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/KCQW for
airport info. For driving directions click on Cheraw Airport. SCBC Website. SCBC on Facebook.
Thursday, June 26: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly non-business
social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is the Village Deli, 2803 Wrightsboro Rd., #28,
Augusta, Georgia 30909 (near the corner of Highland Ave. and Wrightsboro Rd., across from Daniel Field. Phone
number: 706-736-3691. Map and directions: Village Deli. Contact Virginia Bush for more details 706-554-5618 e-mail:
donr.bush@yahoo.com.
Saturday, June 28: CCAA EAA Chapter 1523 Fly-in Beaufort-Morehead City Airport (MRH). Michael J. Smith
Field Airport, Beaufort, North Carolina 28516 CTAF/UNICOM: 122.8.
Please Join Us!!! Fly In for Food, Fun and More! Airplanes, Boats and Cars. Free Pig-Pickin, Goodie Bags.
See the Crystal Coast - Water View Guaranteed on Arrival!!! No Ramp Fee, Discounted Fuel
For more information contact Southern Air (252) 728-2323 or e-mail CCAA EAA 1523

July 2014
Sunday, July 6: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Newberry County Airport, Newberry, South Carolina
(KEOE). CTAF/UNICOM: 122.8. ZIPcode 29108. A home cooked southern breakfast, great fellowship and flying!
Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact
Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click Newberry Airport for airport info. For driving directions click on Driving
Directions Newberry Airport. SCBC Website. SCBC on Facebook.
Saturday, July 12: EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-in. We plan to have delicious barbecue in the cool, air conditioned
comfort of the EAA 172 Clubhouse at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA); runway 01/19: 2500' x 150' sod -- good --;
GPS: 33° 18.08' N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511 Boulineau Rd., Blythe, Georgia, 30805. Food is at 12:30
PM. UNICOM 122.7 mhz. For more information contact Sid Brown 762-245-8103 eMail: sid@thesidbrowns.com or
or e-mail wrens@jcmservices.net. Click HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE for the Mapquest
directions. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info. For the meeting agenda click HERE.
Sunday, July 13: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Triple Tree Aerodrome, Woodruff, South Carolina
(SC00)(pvt.). Located between the towns of Woodruff and Enoree, SC, on Mary Hanna Road, Woodruff, SC.
UNICOM: 122.9. ZIPcode 29388. A home cooked southern breakfast, great fellowship and flying! Arrival: 7:30 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins
(803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC00 for airport info. For driving directions click on Triple
Tree Aerodrome. SCBC Website. SCBC on Facebook.
Sunday, July 27: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Lee County-Butters Field Airport, Bishopville, South
Carolina (52J). ZIPcode 29010. CTAF/UNICOM: 122.9. A home cooked southern breakfast, great fellowship and
flying! Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions:
Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/52J for airport info. For driving
directions click on Butters Field airport. SCBC Website. SCBC on Facebook.
Monday-Sunday, July 28 - August 3: EAA Oshkosh AirVenture® 2014 Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh,
Wisconsin (KOSH) CTAF 118.5. UNICOM 122.95 ZIP code 54902. Website: AirVenture 2014
See http://www.airnav.com/airport/KOSH for airport info. For driving directions click on Wittman Regional
Airport.

NAME THAT PLANE

Curtiss F9C-2 Sparrowhawk
We usually think of aircraft carriers as behemoths of the sea carrying dozens of airplanes. In the early 1930s, besides the first U.S.
water-bound aircraft carriers, there were also large rigid-frame airships – zeppelins – used by the U.S. Navy as aircraft carriers,
namely the USS Macon and the USS Akron. Both of these American naval ships may also be referred to as zeppelins since they
were built by the Goodyear-Zeppelin joint venture. These aircraft carriers of the sky were designed to carry as many as five
aircraft in their airborne hangars. The flying carriers were only 20 feet shorter than the famous German zeppelin Hindenburg
which crashed and burned in New Jersey in 1937. The Curtiss F9C-2 Sparrowhawk is an example of a parasite fighter, a small
airplane designed to be deployed from these rigid-frame airships. Because of its small size, the Sparrowhawk was ideal for service
in the fighter complement of zeppelins. The Sparrowhawk was armed and could be released and recovered in flight. It was to be
used for attack, for defense of the airships, and to greatly increase the search range for these giant, helium-filled dirigibles. Eight
Sparrowhawks were produced for this purpose. The first arrived at Lakehurst Naval Air Station, New Jersey, in June 1932 and, in
experimental trials, air tactics for airship-based missions were developed. After an airship launched the Sparrowhawks from its
internal hangar, the fighters would simulate attacks against the airship while gunners on board would "fire" back with gun
cameras. As airborne scouts, two Sparrowhawks would fly abreast of the dirigible, reporting various sightings by radio. The
Akron was lost in a storm on April 4, 1933; the Macon crashed off the California coast on February 12, 1935. Before these
accidents, not a single Sparrowhawk was lost. USS Akron was reported to have a complement of three Sparrowhawks, while the
USS Macon was discovered at its underwater resting place (in 1991) with four in its hangar.
To achieve launching and recovery from the airship, a hook/anchor system was developed. The Sparrowhawk had a hook
mounting on its top wing that attached to the cross-bar of the trapeze. For launching, the biplane's hook was engaged on the
trapeze inside the (internal) hangar, the trapeze was lowered clear of the hull into the (moving) airship's slipstream and, engine
running, the Sparrowhawk would then disengage its hook and fall away from the airship. For recovery, the biplane would fly up
underneath its mother ship, moving slightly faster than the airship, and in a somewhat tricky maneuver hook onto the trapeze.
More than one attempt might have to be made before a successful engagement was achieved, for example in gusty conditions.
Once the Sparrowhawk was securely caught, its engine could be safely cut and it could then be hoisted by the trapeze back within
the airship's hull.
( Data and information from history – U.S. Navy, Sparrowhawk home, National Museum of Naval Aviation, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum,
Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Company, NASA dirigible hangar for sale, Curtiss_F9C_Sparrowhawk )

Curtiss F9C-2 Sparrowhawk
General characteristics
Crew: 1
Length: 21.08 ft.
Wingspan: 25.5 ft. Wing area: 185 ft²
Height: 10.92 ft.
Empty weight: 2,114 lb.
Loaded weight: 2,776 lb.
Powerplant: 1 × Wright R-975-E3 radial engine, 415 hp

Performance
Maximum speed: 176 mph
Range: 297 mi (258 nmi)
Service ceiling: 19,200 ft.
Rate of climb: 1,690 ft/min.
Armament
Guns: 2 × .30 in (7.62 mm) forward-firing Browning machine guns

Click the above graphic for a 3:30 min video of a film
showing a Sparrowhawk being hoisted into the USS
Akron as well as being launched from the airship.

The deadline date is June 28 for any articles for the July issue of the Pea Patch Post.
SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB
Sunday, June 8: Rock Hill Airport, Rock Hill, South Carolina (KUZA).
Sunday, June 22: Cheraw Municipal / Lynch Bellinger Field Airport, Cheraw, South Carolina (KCQW).
Sunday, July 6: Newberry County Airport, Newberry, South Carolina (KEOE).
Sunday, July 13: Triple Tree Aerodrome, Woodruff, South Carolina (SC00)(pvt.).
Sunday, July 27: Lee County-Butters Field Airport, Bishopville, South Carolina (52J).
To read the entire Pea Patch Post type the following into your Browser: http://jcmservices.net/PeaPatchPost0614.PDF

