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Sid Brown

Ever had just "one of those days?" Well if you are like me those days seem to turn
into one of those weeks! You know. You have some big event planned and you have
everything laid out so you can get it done ahead of time. That way you won't be
stressed out as the big event approaches. Then all of a sudden those "best laid plans"
just start to fall apart, usually at the last moment, and at the worst possible time! Then
as the plans unravel you come unglued! Well, it has been one of those weeks.
I have the uncanny ability to cram too many of those big events into the same time
period and usually grossly underestimate the amount of time needed for each. This
makes my overall time estimate severely inaccurate! And it certainly doesn't account
for the Murphy Factor! You know. That 'Awww Heck' moment that always happens
when you least expect it and can least handle it.
As you know we are planning for the fly-in on June 8. Grass cutting for that starts
about 2 weekends ahead and runs pretty steady for the next 2 weeks. So that usually
keeps me (and my son, Ben, and Rick Revels) pretty busy this time of year. Well, this
year I decided I would add to the normal stress by adding a few additional big events
into the mix: my daughter Bethany's graduation from high school and of course with
graduation comes celebration so we are set to sail on a cruise! Wooo Hooo! All great
stuff. Except for that timing thing. The cruise leaves port the morning after graduation
… from Port Canaveral! It leaves on Sunday and gets back on Thursday. While we are
in Florida, we will do the requisite visits with my wife Cathy's family. Oh and did I
mention that Bethany has been accepted to Valdosta State? Yeah!! Except she moves
in on Sunday exactly 1 week and 1 day after she graduates! Yep!! So it is cut grass,
graduation, pack car, drive to Florida, get on cruise ship … Wait!! What was that you
said Ben? The dog ate WHAT? A latex glove!?!?
Theres the 'Awww Heck' moment I was talking about!! Murphy strikes again! Cars
packed and we are loaded up and ready to roll! 4:00 on the dot. About three hours late
… as usual. And an 8 hour drive to Cocoa Beach ahead … and the stupid dog ate a
latex glove! Don't ask!! Call the vet. Yep! “Bring her to us there's a shot for that! It
will make it come out the way it went in!” How long will that take?? “Oh… a couple
of hours!”
Long story short … well at least less long. This is when it's great to have friends.
The dog heads to the vet. We head to Florida and all comes out OK, literally. As I
write this we are a couple of hours from boarding the ship for a week of relaxing. You
know cruise, drive back home, pack, drive back to Florida, well almost, drop Bethany
off in Valdosta for college, did I say college?!?! Oh and plan and prepare for a fly-in.
Ok, so I don't expect you to feel bad for me while I'm cursing … but I could use your
help while I'm gone.
Get those planes out wash 'em up and get 'em ready! I want to see all of you at
Wrens on June 8th. If I can make it, so can you!! And this year we have a great
opportunity. The Sky Soldiers are going to 'pilot' their grass roots tour with us at 'The
O. B. Brown Memorial Fly-In.' Bring some bucks and support these guys by taking a
flight on the Huey!!!
In closing I want to send a special THANKS to all of you who serve or have served
in the armed forces as we remember those who gave all in the service of our great
Country! Thank you for the freedom you protect and we all enjoy. I am truly grateful
and I am enjoying it this week more than most!
Keep ‘em flying!

e-mail: EAA172@jcmservices.net

Sid

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172

May 11, 2013
Although it was cloudy the weather was nice and comfortable, with temperatures in the low 80s. Before the meeting 34
members, their families, and guests enjoyed the barbecue prepared by Sid Brown and
his family. The Aerospouses set out the side dishes. At 12:21 PM Al Newman gave the
invocation and everyone ate. Seven planes flew in. At 9:49 AM Al Newman gave the
invocation and everyone ate. At the short business meeting, starting at 12:49 PM
during the meal, President Sid Brown welcomed many visitors, among them Wise
Ziyo, an exchange student now at Hephzibah High School. His home is in Tajikistan, a
country in central Asia. Sid also welcomed Kerri Tyson, Amber Nothdurft’s daughter,
Tanner Grose, Charlie Connell’s grandson, Noot Irvin, a guest of Phillip Blanchard,
and Lester Sheafe, Richard Fender’s guest. President Brown thanked those who helped
Tanner Grose,
prepare
the barbecue.
Charlie’s grandson
Kerri Tyson,

Old Business: Steve Thompson moved to accept the minutes for the last meeting. Richard Fender

Amber’s daughter

seconded the motion and it was approved.
Don Bush asked about those who wanted the new EAA 172 T-shirts. Ben Brown, Sid Brown, Bruce Hitt, Bill Johnson,
and Rick Revels ordered shirts. Others had ordered shirts at the previous two meetings. Don already gave them their shirts.
Steve Thompson said that he is planning to get a crew together to finish re-roofing the clubhouse. At
first the date for doing this was June 1. Then, after some discussion, the date the members decided on
was the next Saturday, May 18. Steve said to be there at 7:30 AM. Among the volunteers were Steve
Thompson, Dennis Allen, Don Bush, Charlie Connell, Sandy Howard, Al and Michael Nodorft,
Aaron Ramsey, and Terry Stout. Charlie Connell said he would handle getting any food for the
workers.

New Business: President Sid Brown talked about the upcoming Wrens, O. B. Brown Memorial Flyin on June 8. Fay Allen, Cathy Brown, Sheila Connell, and Al Nodorft volunteered to work in the
food trailer. There might be more volunteers later on. Sid said three cooks are needed. Shane
Nothdurft and Rick Revels volunteered to be cooks. There would be no Young Eagles since there is a
difficulty obtaining Young Eagle pilots. There would be the usual “bring
your own meat to grill” meal the Friday evening before the fly-in. It would
start around 6:00 PM under the tents at the Wrens airport.

Aaron Ramsey and
Don Bush were two
of the 9 volunteers
for the re-roofing
work.

Virginia Bush reminded everyone that the club social eat-out for May 23rd would be at the
Chop House restaurant, on Wrightsboro Road in Augusta.

For a school report, Wise Ziyo
(at right), an exchange student
from Tajikistan, interviewed
Greg Connell about aviation.

Al Nodorft said that he is building a new plane (to possibly replace his Christen Eagle?). It is a
DR-109, a two seat low wing aerobatic monoplane.
Richard Fender moved to adjourn the meeting. Bruce Hitt seconded the motion and the meeting
adjourned at 1:08 PM.

BOARD MEETING
There was a Board of Directors meeting starting around 1:40 PM. Treasurer Don Bush said that we are changing
banks because of increased costs at the current bank, as described at previous Board Meetings. Don noted that the March
electric bill was more than $70! This might indicate someone had left the heating or stove on during March.
Member Bill Johnson discussed the possibility of having the “Sky Soldiers” -- Army Aviation Heritage Foundation -at the Wrens Fly-in. They could bring a Huey helicopter, offering 15 minute rides for $60 a head. They could also bring a
Cobra helicopter but those rides would cost a minimum of $275. Bill said this is “short notice” but it might increase
attendance at the fly-in. Bill had previously contacted the officers on May 5 about this. Bill was in the EAA Advisory
Council and had worked with the Sky Soldiers activities in the past.

EAA 172
Wrens O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in
June 7, 6:00 PM at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J), Wrens, GA
“Bring your own meat” meal, club supplies the extras (except sidedishes).

June 8, 9:00 AM at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J), Wrens, GA

EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-in
July 13, 2013, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

EAA 172
Breakfast Fly-in
August 10, 2013, 9:00 AM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia
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EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, June 27: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly
non-business social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is the Oliviana's
Pizzeria & Grill, 399 Highland Ave, Augusta, Georgia 30909. Phone number: 706-723-1242. Map and
directions: Oliviana's Pizzeria Directions. For questions contact Sheila Connell 803-279-7250 e-mail:
conl6356@comcast.net . On the Web go to nightout.jcmservices.net

The
HISTORY OF EAA 172
PART II
With photos archived by Al Patton and with some of his margin notes.

Some of the text below refers to what was written in PART I – in the May, 2013, Pea Patch Post. You might
want to refer to that newsletter or for those on the Internet click here: PART I and keep it on the Desktop.
Keep in mind these are at least 5th generation photos – 35 mm black & white photos were taken many years ago,
the negatives transferred, then they were scanned, put on someone's Website (now defunct), which was printed out
9 years ago, then from those pages scanned again for this newsletter.

At the May 11th club meeting Richard Fender and Bob Rhodes filled in more information about the
history of EAA 172. Richard said yes, he did have a Cessna 172 which he kept in an area surrounded
by a barbed wire fence. He said he owned forty acres at the end of the old Pea Patch field. It was called
“Fender's 40” and he owned it for several years.
Here are some photos showing the fun activities of the early EAA 172 crowd. The first is an early club
meeting at Patton Field. The one on the right is of the EAA 172 members clowning around with a wind
sock (they were younger at that time – some 30-40 years ago!). Below those on the left is Ken Moore
working on an airplane. The Pea Patch Corporation named the entrance road to the present Pea Patch
after him. And, yes, he still is alive and a current member of EAA 172. On the right is Dan Silliman
working on the Star Duster. Dan is also still a current member of EAA 172.

Bob Rhodes filled in more information about the construction of the old
Pea Patch. He said that they obtained 100 acres from Arthur Johnson. Bob
used a motor grader to grade the strip. Then he got a bulldozer to finish up
some things such as burying one power line. The other power line, as
mentioned previously, was over the field so pilots had to watch out for it
when landing or taking off. Bob said that he had a Taylorcraft then, and
called it the “best airplane ever made for a poor man.” When in the army
Bob was a cook and carried this skill over to many meals he prepared at
the old Pea Patch. Among other foods he prepared were french fries
which he was known for – he was a fabulous “french fry cooker.”

Bob’s still alive and in our club.
Claude passed away in 2004.

Another interesting group at the old Pea Patch were those who were flying gyroplanes – they called
them “gyrocopters” which is a trademarked name given to them by Igor Bensen, who founded the
Bensen Aircraft Corporation in Raleigh, North Carolina in 1953. Back in the 50s to
70s most gyroplanes were gyrocopterstm. One EAA 172
member who flew one was Sid Harmon. Sid's property
in Appling, Georgia, was not that long, so he would
power his gyrocoptertm around his circular drive until
the rotor blades were going fast enough, then swing out
to his short runway so he could take off. Sid Harmon
stopped flying after he had an accident when starting his
gyrocopter in the mid 1990s. It ran over him, and the
propeller cut up his legs quite badly. In March, 1999 he
had a slight stroke. Later on he had another stroke
Are you this scruffy
which incapacitated him. Before that time he was active at the old Pea Patch and
looking gyrocopter
also with a regional rotorcraft club. Sid was in our EAA 172 through the early
pilot?
2000s. Our senior members also recall a “scruffy looking fellow with a large beard”
who sometimes came with Sid Harmon to the old Pea Patch. They don't recall that person's name. If
you are that person (and perhaps are no longer “scruffy looking”) please let us know!
O. B. Brown, who knew Sid Harmon well, also flew gyrocopters in the 1960s. There are photographs
of O. B. flying one on pontoons. Visitors can see a poster with O. B. and a gyrocopter at the annual
Wrens O. B. Brown Memorial fly-in. O. B., a long-time EAA 172 member, passed away March 3,
2004. O. B.'s son, Sid, remembers his dad flying those gyroplanes. O. B. Brown also was in the MCG
Flying Club and was a licensed pilot who, besides piloting gyrocopters, also flew Cessna 172s among
other aircraft including the light plane he built, the Challenger I, which can be seen at the Wrens Fly-in.
There are a number of previous EAA 172 members who were at the old Pea Patch and have now passed
away. Among them are: Bill Christenson, Jack Cunningham, Red Donar, Charlie Evans, Ed Flint, Jim
Holden, Bill Messer, Jack Niland, Jack Richards, and Dean Paschal. If any of these people are still
alive, please let us know! In future issues there will be photos of these people with their aircraft at the
old Pea Patch.
If you see something you don't quite agree with on these “History” pages, don't yell or
scream, just write a note to the club Secretary. Include your full name and describe what
you disagree with. Or you might want to add on information you know first hand. Please
make sure you include the first and last names of people you mention. You may e-mail or
“snailmail” the note or hand it to the Secretary at a club meeting. If you just say
something about a change without writing it down it will possibly be forgotten.

E-mail to: EAA172@jcmservices.net any comments, additions, subtractions, etc.

Even if you, in the past, have flown in a Huey as a pilot, crew member, or passenger, this is an opportunity to fly in one . . .
WITHOUT HAVING TO TAKE INCOMING FIRE!

EAAers,
We have been given an excellent opportunity for
our Wrens fly-in. The Army Aviation Heritage
Foundation, better known as Sky Soldiers, has
agreed to give rides. This is the beginning of a
barnstorming program for them. We advertised
heavily at Thunder Over Augusta, so are hoping
for a great turnout.
They have committed to bringing the Huey. Rides
will cost $60 per person. It would be great for as
many of you to take the ride as possible. They are
willing to bring the Cobra if we can get 6-8 presold rides. Cobra rides are $275 for a 7-8 minute
ride, or $475 for a 15 minute ride. I am willing to
sign up for the Cobra ride, are you? If so, I will
need to hear from you.
I will be handling the logistics and the pre-sales.
Please call me at 706-955-1049 to reserve your
spot in either the Huey or the Cobra.
This is a great opportunity for our chapter and I
hope you will support it.
Best regards,
Allen Nodorft

Please click the above graphic to look at the Sky Soldiers (Army Aviation Heritage Foundation ) Website.

Please click the above graphic for the passenger waiver which you can fill out ahead of time.

NOTE: The Sky Soldiers representative told us on May 24, 2013, that the registration form on their Website does not work!

SOUTH CAROLINA PILOTS: WIN PRIZES BY FLYING
Pilots can win prizes, see new locales, and sharpen their flying skills under the South
Carolina Aviation Association's new SCAA Ambassadors Passport Program. The South
Carolina Aviation Association (SCAA) has unveiled the SCAA Ambassadors Passport
Program, created to encourage the state’s nearly 7,000 pilots to fly to all of the airports in
South Carolina and visit aviation seminars and the Southeast Aviation Expo. The program
launched on May 15. Read about the Passport Program HERE.
The program, also sponsored by the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission, offers three
levels of recognition for participants: bronze, silver, and gold. Gold is for those who visit
all 59 of South Carolina’s public-use airports, attend one aviation/safety seminar in the
state, and attend the Southeast Aviation Expo or the SCAA Annual Meeting. Those achieving gold status will win a leather
flight jacket.
Silver is for those who visit 40 state airports, and attend either one aviation/safety seminar, the Southeast Aviation Expo,
or the SCAA Annual Meeting. The gift is an aviation radio scanner. Bronze is for those who visit 25 state airports and
attend one aviation/safety seminar, the Southeast Aviation Expo, or the SCAA Annual Meeting. The gift is an SCAA
Ambassador’s Cap and a free one-year membership in SCAA.
(Information from AOPA ePilot May 17, 2013, and the South Carolina Aviation Association)

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: How long should you wait to go flying at night after looking at a bright
light?
According to AOPA: You should wait 30 minutes. Exposure to light could cause temporary blindness, and
drastically decrease your night vision. We must keep this in mind when taxiing around other aircraft, as our
strobe lights may ruin another pilot’s night vision. Using strobes while taxiing would be comparable to driving at
night with your high beams on all the time. One should not stare at runway end identifier lights, seen as flashing
strobes at the end of some runways, while taxiing because doing so could cause temporary blindness. Read more
about night vision HERE.
This Month’s Question: If a pilot flies his airplane into a non-towered airport in Class G airspace, is he
violating any regulation by not flying a traffic pattern?

Some Aviation Humor
from IFR Magazine “On The Air”

Flying from Knoxville, Tennessee, to Beckley, West Virginia, a pilot got a call from Indianapolis Center
Indianapolis Center: (skeptically): “Arrow Two Nine Six Two Whiskey, what altitude are you at?”
Pilot: “Arrow Two Nine Six Two Whiskey is level at 5000 feet.”
Indianapolis Center: “Arrow Two Nine Six Two Whiskey, we've got alarms going off all over in here. You need to turn
off your Mode C. It shows that you are at 99,000 feet.”
Pilot: “Well, no wonder I'm feeling a little dizzy up here.”

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 2013
Sunday, June 2: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Palmetto Air Plantation (private) Manning, South
Carolina (SC41) UNICOM: 122.8 ZIPcode 29102. Elev: 105'; GPS: N33° 39.967' W80° 14.633'; Sod runway:
16/34: 3700' x 150'; UNICOM: 122.8. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM.
Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC41
for airport info. Click HERE for the Mapquest directions.
Weblink: www.palmettoairplantation.com .
Friday, June 7: Special meal for EAA 172 Members and guests Friday, June 7, is a special EAA 172 "bring-yourown-meat-to-grill" meal, around 6:00 PM, at the Wrens Airport. This is held for the club members and Fly-in
guests. The club will provide baked potatoes and salad but bring any sidedishes and desserts you want. Call Sid
Brown at 706-884-8853 for more details. Or email to: sid@thesidbrowns.com or wrens@jcmservices.net.

Saturday, June 8 :

Eighteenth Annual EAA 172 Wrens O.B. Brown
Memorial Fly-in
At the Wrens, Georgia, Airport (65J):
CTAF/UNICOM 122.7 mhz. GPS coordinates: 33° 13.36' N / 82° 23.02' W; elevation 450'; runways: 11L/29R
3000' x 50' asphalt -- good; 11R/29L 1300' x 100' sod -- good. Airport attended 24 hours during the Fly-In. All
aircraft welcome: Conventional, warbirds, experimental, light planes, ultralight, gyroplanes, trikes, powered
parachutes, PPGs. No landing or tie-down fees. Free overnight camping. You may stay overnight Saturday to
Sunday, June 9th. Air conditioned lounge with refrigerator, microwave, couches, two restrooms and free hot
shower. Motorhomes welcome. Four restaurants and a motel are next to the airport at the end of runways 29L and
29R. Starts around 9:00 AM and lasts until late afternoon. Call Sid Brown at 706-884-8853 for more details.
Or email to: sid@thesidbrowns.com or wrens@jcmservices.net.

Saturday, June 8: EAA 1467 SPRING/SUMMER FLY-IN --

at the Gilbert Airpark (SC45) from
11:00 am - 4:00 pm. EAA 1467 President Randy Berry would like to invite you to the EAA Chapter 1467
Spring/Summer Fly-in. Please monitor our chapter website at www.eaa1467.org for announcements regarding
possible postponement of the event due to bad weather. We plan to make a GO/NO-GO decision by Thursday prior
to the event. The alternate date for the event in case of bad weather is the following Saturday, June 15th, 2013.
This will be a very relaxed event primarily for pilots, airpark members, and other aviation enthusiasts. We plan to
serve a nice meal beginning at noon on a donation basis. We’ll be holding the event at the large hangar located about
mid-field of our 3,500 (about 3,000’ usable) grass runway. We plan to have chapter members monitoring the radio
on 122.9 to assist you with in-flight advisories and with aircraft parking. We’re located near the town of Gilbert, SC
just off Interstate I-20 near mile marker #44. For further details, see below:
For notice of this event on the EAA website, go to: http://www.eaa.org/calendar/eventdetail.aspx?id=15419
• For location and other general information about Gilbert Airpark, go to: http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC45
• For further details about our Gilbert Airpark runway, go to: http://www.gilbertairpark.org/pages/Runway.htm
• For further information about the Tree Top Flyers, EAA Chapter 1467, go to our chapter website at:
www.eaa1467.org

• To view photos of our last Gilbert Fly-in held on 11/3/2012, go to:
https://picasaweb.google.com/EAA1467Randy/TTFGIAFlyIn11312?authkey=Gv1sRgCOGa797kpoDgag#
Note that this fly-in is being held at a different location (SC45) than our normal home base airport (2SC8). We look
forward to seeing you there.
Sincerely,
Randy Berry, President, EAA Chapter 1467
Sunday, June 9: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Cheraw Municipal / Lynch Bellinger Field Airport,
Cheraw, South Carolina (KCQW). CTAF/UNICOM: 122.8 ZIPcode 29520. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast:
Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KCQW for airport info. For driving directions click on Cheraw Airport .
Sunday, June 23: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Lee County-Butters Field Airport, Bishopville, South
Carolina (52J). ZIPcode 29010. CTAF/UNICOM: 122.9. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/52J for airport info. For driving directions click on Butters Field airport
Thursday, June 27: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly non-business
social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is the Oliviana's Pizzeria & Grill, 399 Highland Ave,
Augusta, Georgia 30909. Phone number: 706-723-1242. Map and directions: Oliviana's Pizzeria Directions. For
questions contact Sheila Connell 803-279-7250 e-mail: conl6356@comcast.net .

July 2013
Sunday, July 7: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Holly Hill airport, Holly Hill, South Carolina (5J5).
ZIPcode 29059. CTAF/UNICOM: 122.9. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM.
Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/5J5 for
airport info. For driving directions click on Holly Hill airport
Saturday, July 13: EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-in. We plan to have delicious barbecue in the cool, air conditioned comfort of
the EAA 172 Clubhouse at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA); runway 01/19: 2500' x 150' sod -- good --; GPS: 33° 18.08'
N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511 Boulineau Rd., Blythe, Georgia, 30805. Food is at 12:30 PM. UNICOM 122.7
mhz. For more information contact Sid Brown (706) 814-8853 eMail: sid@thesidbrowns.com or John Magnan (706) 5473607 eMail: jcm2@earthlink.net Click HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE for the Mapquest directions.
Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info. For the meeting agenda click HERE.
Sunday, July 21: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Triple Tree Aerodrome, Woodruff, South Carolina
(SC00)(pvt.). Located between the towns of Woodruff and Enoree, SC, on Mary Hanna Road, Woodruff, SC. UNICOM:
122.9. ZIPcode 29388. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM.
Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC00 for airport info. For
driving directions click on Triple Tree Aerodrome .
Monday-Sunday, July 29 - August 4: EAA Oshkosh Airventure® 2013 Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh,
Wisconsin (KOSH) CTAF 118.5. UNICOM 122.95 ZIP code 54902. Website: Airventure 2013
See http://www.airnav.com/airport/KOSH for airport info. For driving directions click on Wittman Regional
Airport.

AIR METHODS
TO BE AT WRENS FLY-IN
Air Methods, based at the Thomson-McDuffie County airport, will have an aircraft and display at the Wrens O.B. Brown
Memorial Fly-in on June 8. David Rossi, the Lead Pilot at their Thomson base, will be there to explain what they do and
how they facilitate patient transportation. Their aircraft will be at the south westerly portion of the ramp so that, as David
Rossi wrote, “we could leave from during the show if we get a call. Our
participation in these types of events is predicated on the fact that we stay
'in-service' and be able to respond to calls.”

Click above for a video

According to their information, Air Methods is dedicated to air medical
transport, focusing on quality of care to patients and safety in aviation.
They write “We have since grown to become the most experienced
operator in the industry. We are aware each of our stakeholders chooses
Air Methods. We accept the responsibility of being their Partner of Choice
and work to justify the decision every day.”

Air Methods has built its reputation on a commitment to quality patient care and safety in aviation operations. On their
Website they write “While we call Centennial Airport in Englewood, Colorado home, our operations expand from Alaska
to Key West. Currently, we have more than 300 bases of operations that serve 48 states.” They operate eight maintenance
centers of excellence throughout the nation and a national communications center.

WORK FINISHED ON CLUBHOUSE ROOF
Several volunteers finished the re-roofing work on the Pea Patch EAA 172 clubhouse. Dennis Allen, Don Bush
Charlie Connell, Aaron Ramsey, and Steve Thompson did the work on Saturday, May 18. A couple weeks prior
to that, Aaron Ramsey repaired one corner of the roof that was already crumbling.

FAA ASKED TO REMOVE “OUTDATED” QUESTIONS
Students and pilots taking FAA knowledge exams are expected to know about and are tested on outdated systems such as
LORAN, microwave landing systems, and direction finding. LORAN was turned off in 2010, few
microwave landing systems ever became operational, and direction finding services are available only on a
limited basis and only in Alaska. That’s why AOPA Manager of Regulatory Affairs David Oord and Jason
Blair, former executive director of the National Association of Flight Instructors—both of whom serve as
co-chairs on the Aviation Rulemaking Advisory Group’s Airman Testing Standards and Training Working
Group—have requested that the FAA remove knowledge test questions about obsolete terms and
technologies. Other subjects that they asked be removed are the inertial navigation system, transcribed
weather broadcasts, on-airport flight service stations, composite moisture stability charts, incorrect terms in winds aloft
forecasts, and instrument approach plates with outdated and obsolete components.
This move is part of the working group’s effort to fundamentally change flight training and testing to integrate aeronautical
knowledge and risk management topics with specific skills. The draft airman certification standards for the private pilot
certificate and instrument rating are currently out for review and comment. AOPA believes the FAA’s piecemeal adoption
of changes to testing and training has hampered efforts to keep flight training relevant to operations in the modern
environment. (Information adapted from AvWebFlash, NAFI, AOPA ePilot, and the FAA)

NAME THAT PLANE

Tecnam P2004 Bravo
Some noticed two “different” aircraft at the edge of the Wrens Airport ramp at the 2012 Wrens Fall Fly-in. These were Tecnam
P2004 Bravo airplanes whose two owners were from North Augusta and Rock Hill, South Carolina. It seems that European aircraft
builders have stepped in with a wide assortment of light sport aircraft since U.S. light sport plane offerings are scarce. The Tecnam
P2004 is a high-wing, light aircraft built by the Tecnam aircraft company. It is similar to the Tecnam P92 Echo Super, but with a
cantilevered wing in place of the P92's strut-braced wing. It is produced by Costruzioni Aeronautiche Tecnam, an aeronautics
manufacturer founded in 1986, based near Naples in Italy. It has a cantilever wing, is all metal, is fast, has a long range and flies in
the USA under Special Light Sport Aircraft (SLSA) restrictions.
As it seems with most SLSA airplanes being produced nowadays, the “new” price is a bit steep, $160,000. Used ones can be
purchased for less than $100,000 – between $95,000 - $99,000 on Global Plane Search and $95,000 on Barnstormers – still a high
price when a 1946 Piper J-3 Cub or an Ercoupe is available for less than $30,000. However the cost of upgrading/refurbishing those
may exceed the cost of a good used Tecnam P2004 Bravo with up-to-date instrumentation and communications. Below is a photo
and link to one that's for sale showing the nice layout of the instrument panel.
( Data and information from Tecnam USA, Orlando Florida Flight School, Global Plane Search, Barnstormers, AOPA, Flying Online Blogs – April 30, 2013,
AvWebBIZ April 17, 2013, PilotSpace.EU )

Tecnam P2004 Bravo Specifications
General characteristics
Crew: one, pilot
Capacity: one passenger
Length: 21 ft 8 in
Wingspan: 27 ft 6 in
Height: 8 ft 6 in
Wing area: 118.4 ft2
Empty weight: 730 lb
Useful load: 590 lb
Max. takeoff weight: 1,320 lb
Powerplant: Rotax 912ULS GT, 100 hp
Performance
Never exceed speed: 156 kt
Maximum speed: 120 kt at sea-level
Cruise speed: 116 kt
Stall speed: 34.5 kt
Service ceiling: 13,110 ft
Rate of climb: 1,200 ft/min
Wing loading: 11.15 lb/ft2
Take off run: 460 ft
Landing distance: 394 ft

Cockpit of a previously owned Tecnam P2004
Bravo N639BV advertised For Sale on
Barnstormers in May, 2013. This plane is available
for $95,000.
The above graphic and text are
separately clickable for more
information.

YouTube (1 min 47 seconds) of the Florida Flight School, Tecnam P2004 Bravo.

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also
wanted the mailed version you need to contact the club Secretary at EAA172@jcmservices.net
and indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date,
which for July is June 30, which is also the deadline for any articles for the July issue. Note that
mail has recently slowed so it may take at least two days from the mailing date for you to receive
the newsletter. Mailing the Pea Patch Post costs EAA 172 $18 annually per recipient. Also note
that if you have the newsletter mailed, and do not inform the EAA 172 Secretary about an
address change, the Postal Service will charge you a 50 cent fee for mail forwarding.

