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PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

I have come to the conclusion that one good reason to fly is so that I have stories to
tell. The flights you take and the ones you don’t take – all have a story. I am sure that
bowling and golf are fun, but I cannot imagine the same level of good stories coming
from them. I want to tell you about two flights I did not take.
The Eagle is back together and flies great! My glider is ready for flight too, but has
not yet flown this year. On Saturday, May 21st, I had a plan to fly both. I needed to be
in Metter for a funeral that afternoon as a pallbearer and to speed things up I was
going to fly the Eagle down. That turns a 1 hour 50 minute drive into a 45-minute
flight. I had friends already lined up to pick me up at the airport. I was supposed to be
there at noon and the funeral was at 2:00 pm. The plan to be there early turned out to
be a good one!
I was sitting at the end of the runway doing my checks, including cycling the prop.
I pulled the control out and it stuck! It is a vernier cable that can be screwed in and out
or push the button on the end to slide it in and out faster. The button had come out!
After fighting with it for few seconds I did get the control back in, but the button was
lying in my hands – not good!
I taxi back to my hangar and take a closer look. No obvious solution to fix it and
Kinsey Butler wasn’t immediately available by phone to advise, so time to turn to plan
B. I didn’t really have a plan B beforehand, but it looked like it was going to involve
driving. My truck doesn’t have air conditioning and I had no Georgia map or GPS and
just a vague idea how to drive to Metter from Thomson based on my flight planning.
Part of my overall plan was to fly the glider on the return from the funeral, so I had
the trailer hooked to my truck. I didn’t want to drag the trailer to Metter, so needed to
unhook and leave it at the airport. But, the connecting link on the safety chain was
rusted tight and I couldn’t get it loose! The clock is still running … What to do?
Move on to plan C, which also wasn’t preplanned. I drove back home and parked
the truck and trailer and changed into some non-sweaty clothes and took the car with
air conditioning instead. I made it with 40 minutes to spare but didn’t get to fly the
Eagle or the glider that day.
It would have been a great story to have flown down to Metter for a funeral and
then returned in time to fly the glider. But having not flown at all also left me with a
great story.
At the Wrens fly-in I spoke with a number of people and heard numerous flying or
non-flying stories equally and more interesting. It seems that flying and airplane
ownership are primary ingredients to an interesting life!

June
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting
on June 11th. We will be having hamburgers and hot dogs
and Kinsey Butler will be our guest speaker.

Fly safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172

The EAA 172 O. B. Brown Memorial Fly-in
May 13-14, 2011
Nearly 30 members and guests came to the "bring your own meat" club meeting and meal at 7:00 PM on Friday, May 13.
Sid Brown put out a barbecue grill and prepared the grill for the meat. He also prepared the boiled potatoes. Those who were
there put their meat on the grill and everyone ate. Cathy Brown set out and arranged the side dishes. We had no club meeting
during the meal.
Much earlier that day, a gyroplane and its
owner/pilot arrived on the field. Chris Bowen,
from Bluffton, South Carolina, came with his
Gyrobee. Chris was in the air much of that
day, as well as the next. John Sligar was the
first fixed-wing attendee. He came in his
Hummel Bird. He was soon followed by Don
Murphy in his APF. Phillip and Janie and their
foot-launched powered paraglider were also on
the field on Friday.
Bowen taxiing to the runway.
Phillip and Janie watching Chris Bowen,
assisted by John Sligar, put the
gyroplane’s rotor blades together.

Bowen and Gyrobee in the air.

Sligar's Hummel Bird

Members waiting for Sid Brown to
finish grilling their steaks.

Sid Brown and Rick Revels brought
in and set up the food trailer.

The evening attendees enjoying the meal.

On Saturday, May 14, there were more than fifteen aircraft including one gyroplane that came in the day
before. Threatening weather greatly reduced the number of aircraft. There were also a goodly number of members
and visitors at the Fly-in. Young Eagles Coordinator Sid Brown arranged for Young Eagle flights starting around
10:00 AM and the two Young Eagles pilots, Phillip Stacy and Wooten York, flew about 17 youngsters in their
aircraft. During the day there were display farm tractors and the big, old diesel engine.
The aircraft and pilots were from the local area as well as from Appling, Augusta, Grovetown, Kite, Martinez,
and Washington, Georgia. There were also owner/pilots from Bluffton, South Carolina, and Phenix City,
Alabama. Later that day three gyroplane pilots from North Augusta and other parts of South Carolina came in.

Cathy Brown, assisted by Rick Revels,
ran the Young Eagles sign-up desk.

Wooten York’s new bride, Joy, with their new
Sonex, named after her.

Young Eagle pilot Phillip Stacy in his Zodiac
CH601XL with a new, smiling, Young Eagle.

Young Eagle pilot Wooten York in front of
his Sonex with two happy Young Eagles.

A portion of the fly-in flightline.

Challenger I, built by the late O.B. Brown
and now owned by his son, Sid.

This Scorpion helicopter has an engine,
gearboxes, blades, etc. and is now for sale
cheap by member Shane Nothdurft.

Preparation for the fly-in began weeks before. Rick Revels came in and cleaned up the lounge and restrooms. Terry
Stout helped clean up the hangar. Sid Brown arranged mowing and he and his son, Benjamin, mowed areas around the
hangar. John Magnan set out the flagging fences and put up the tents, borrowed from EAA 1313, assisted on Friday by the
visiting gyro pilot Chris Bowen, and foot-launched power parachute pilot and crew, Phillip and Janie, and others. Sid Brown
and Rick Revels procured the EAA 172 Food Trailer and set it up on Friday.

Bethany Brown and her friend Kelsie
Ziolkowski handled the food trailer.

The 1931 55 hp. Cotton Mill diesel engine.

The old-timer Cotton Mill diesel engine crew.

The classic one-cylinder ice cream maker.

Wrens visitors to the fly-in

You already received the information below at the beginning of last week and hopefully enjoyed yourself at the
Hacienda De Gay on Sunday.
If you have photos, please e-mail them to EAA172@jcmservices.net
If you can, reduce them to about .5 mb at most.

PIG PICKIN' AT THE HACIENDA DE GAY (7GA3)
Sunday, June 5
Don Gay's grandson, Randon, is having his 2nd birthday. Don wants all his pilot friends to celebrate the event at the
Hacienda De Gay on Sunday, June 5, at 2:00 PM and to enjoy a "Pig Pickin' Low Country Boil" at the Hacienda De Gay.
Directions: Remember to land coming in over the pond on runway 17, NO MATTER WHAT THE WIND DIRECTION IS!
The runway is grass, 2000 feet long, and is 75 feet wide but has an open space of 100 feet on each side of the runway. The
airstrip, starting at the pond edge, has a gradual incline for about 500 feet, then tapers off to a slight incline to the opposite
end. After landing, taxi back down the runway to the pond and someone will guide you to parking. If no one is there taxi
between the little "outbuilding" and the pond to the parking area. The runway is located two miles EAST of Garfield off
paved highway county number 289. GPS coordinates are: 32 39.82'N / 82 04.47'W. Elevation is 300 feet and the CTAF is
122.9.
AIRNAV airport information: http://www.airnav.com/airport/7GA3
Land directions: If coming into Garfield from Millen on Highway 23 go into Garfield and turn left (east) at the signal light.
Go through Garfield up the hill. At the top of the hill turn left on Augusta Road. Follow that road for a mile or so until you
see 6250 Elam/Airstrip Road (or may be called Don Loves Langga Airstrip Rd.) -- Turn left there and follow the runway to
the house. EVERYONE IS INVITED! BRING YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND GUESTS. Come enjoy the food, friends
and camaraderie.
His phone number is: 478-982-8526 CELL PHONE: 478-331-9094. His e-mail is: dgay.savannah@glsp.org

PACT REQUIRES DEER-STAND REMOVAL
This is from an interesting article in the Augusta Chronicle

A seven-year legal battle involving an oversize deer stand
that adjoins a private Blythe airstrip appears to be over.
Under the terms of a settlement agreed to by the Augusta
Commission this week, landowner Williefred T. Luckey will
have to remove the stand, for which she was cited years ago
with violating city airport zoning requirements. Luckey,
whose 164-acre property on Georgia Highway 88 near
Blythe shows a present value of $474,493, filed suit in 2004,
alleging the zoning requirement constituted an illegal taking of her land without just compensation. The case languished in the
court system for years until Monday, when General Counsel Andrew MacKenzie presented the commission a settlement offer
that pays Luckey nothing, although it does exempt her property from airport zoning restrictions.
Luckey's structure is situated on land slightly higher than the runway, and city Planning Director George Patty said the
settlement was good news from a safety standpoint. The private Pea Patch Aerodrome averages 25 or 30 mostly small or
experimental aircraft flights a month, said Charlie Connell, one of about 20 members who founded the airfield 25 years ago.
"They call it a deer stand; I call it a small building," said Connell, who welcomed the structure's removal but was uncertain
that the dispute was over. A Luckey family member has planted some fast-growing pines in the same area that might continue
to pose a hazard to incoming flights, he said.
The amount the city has paid outside counsel to litigate the case since 2004 was not immediately available. Under the
settlement, each side will pay its own attorney fees. (Information adapted from the Susan McCord article in the Augusta Chronicle May 10, 2011)

COST KILLING GENERAL AVIATION, NOT INSTRUCTION
Commenter Believes AOPA Misses The Mark

I listened to your discussion [in the prior week’s issues about the main impediment to General Aviation being poor
instructors]. However, you and AOPA are totally ignoring one of the biggest impediments to GA, namely the cost. The cost
of GA has increased unbelievably in the last several years, and with the pressure on people from the other economic
problems, something has to give. The answer touted for years was going to be the LSA class of aircraft, but they have turned
out to be a joke. The cost/benefit for that class is a joke. Fuel costs are unbelievable and climbing faster than a speeding
bullet. I know people who would love to become pilots, but the answer is the same: They can't afford it. I will agree that there
are some flight schools and some flight instructors that are not good GA ambassadors, but when you find that, you simply go
somewhere else. Cost is the real problem, and I think you already know it.
Jim Wright
(Information adapted from AVwebFLASH May 9, 2011)

2011 GEORGIA AIR CHALLENGE
Participating pilots who fly for
at least three hours and visit at
least three airports in Georgia
this July will be entered to win
a multiengine rating and other
prizes in the Georgia Air
Challenge. Atlanta Aero Club
President Steve Champness
said the Georgia challenge
offers a motivating factor for
pilots who have been inactive lately to get back into the air. A sales executive for Trade a Plane, Champness said he noticed
that postings for airplane sales weren’t soaring, even though statistics show operations are down: “People aren’t selling their
airplanes, but they’re not flying them either,” he said. Look at the Website: http://georgiaairchallenge.com/
Winners will be announced August 15, but Champness expects participants to continue flying after that, even if they’ve been
inactive. Those three hours will be enough, for many, to “get them active and excited again,” Champness said. And the
preparations for getting current to fly three hours are the same as for 30 hours, he added. “I think most people will fly more
than three hours anyway because that’s just a primer,” he said.
Open to all pilots flying in Georgia including any FAA licensed pilot or student pilot flying a plane, glider, rotorcraft, or
balloon on any non-commercial flight. CFIs flying with students are also eligible. Simply fly to 3 Georgia airports, register,
and win!
Register to enter, meet the challenge and be entered in the drawing to win fantastic prizes including an ATP or Multi-engine
rating from a leading flight school, 50 gallons of fuel and much more! You must submit the flying details by August 10th to
be eligible to win. Winners will also be announced at the August Atlanta Aero Club luncheon. There is no entrance fee!
Read about the rules and get the entrance form at http://www.georgiaairchallenge.com/AACflyer_v4_crop.pdf
The competition is sponsored by the Atlanta Aero Club, in partnership with the Georgia Airports Association, the Center for
Innovation Aerospace, and Georgia Department of Economic Development, Tourism.
(Information adapted from AOPA ePilot June 3, 2011)

SHORT FINAL
AVweb May 30, 2011

A pilot was flying from Whiteman, CA (WHP) to Bakersfield and had tuned into
Bakersfield (BFL) ground control. Before he called, he heard another pilot call ground control:
Cessna 1234: "Bakersfield ground, Cessna 1234 ready for taxi to Los Angeles."
Ground Control: "Cessna 1234, that is going to be a very long taxi trip."

NARCO AVIONICS A ‘NO-ASSET’ BANKRUPTCY
(But you might get the avionics you sent them back . . . someday!)

The trustee presiding over the liquidation of Narco Avionics
described proceedings in the case May 19 as a “no-asset
corporate bankruptcy,” and he suggested that any owners of
radios under repair at the company’s Fort Washington, Pa.,
headquarters seek legal assistance for the return of their property. Some AOPA members
whose radios were under repair at Narco when news circulated in April that the company had closed its doors have been
trying to learn how to recover their units. Since then, both the Narco Website and telephone number have only provided a
short message assuring customers that a trustee would be named to liquidate assets, and that their property would be
returned. Former Narco President Alan Hanks, who returned to the company from retirement several years ago intent on
revitalizing Narco, said he hoped that the well-known brand would re-emerge someday and resume manufacturing avionics
for general aviation.
Narco writes on http://www.narco-avionics.com/
"A trustee will be appointed shortly to oversee liquidation of assets and assure return of Customer's property, such as
Customer's Radios sent to Narco for service, as soon as possible."
(Information adapted from AOPA ePilot May 20, 2011)

FIRST HUMAN-POWERED HELICOPTER FLIGHT BY A WOMAN
A team of graduate and undergrad students at the University of Maryland's A.
James Clark School of Engineering are claiming a world record for the first
human-powered helicopter flight by a woman, occurring May 12 after several
failed attempts earlier that day and the day before.
Two years in the making, the aircraft – called Gamera – hopes to someday win the
American Helicopter Society’s (AHS) Sikorsky Prize, which awards $250,000 for
the first controlled flight of a human-powered helicopter. Pilot Judy Wexler, a 24year-old biology graduate student at UM, pedaled furiously, taking the craft several
inches into the air for about 4 seconds, unofficially setting the world record for
human-powered helicopter flight with a female pilot.
Gamera, named after the giant, flying turtle from Japanese kaiju films, is an X-shaped structure formed by 60-foot crossbars
with 42-foot-diameter rotors on the ends - essentially a large, light quad-rotor. The structure is made of balsa, foam, mylar,
carbon fiber, and other lightweight materials weighing just 100 pounds. Pilot Wexler was suspended in a module in the center
and provided all the aircraft’s power through combined hand and foot pedaling.
Video is at:

http://lecture.umd.edu/detsmediasite/SilverlightPlayer/Default.aspx?
peid=8b6b78bc1ce04bfc953027cd5a3ef4de1d&playfrom=0&autostart=False&duration=-1&popout=True
(Information adapted from AVwebFLASH May 30, 2011)

SHORT FINAL
AVweb May 16, 2011

Must have been a student pilot in that Skyhawk . . .

Cape Approach: "Skyhawk 12345, you have traffic at 2:00, five miles headed southeast."
Skyhawk 12345: "Looking for traffic."
Skyhawk 12345: "Is that 2:00 Eastern Time or Zulu?"
Cape Approach: [silence]

EAA 172 Meeting
June 11, 2011, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Meeting

Cold Cuts Fly-in
July 9, 2011, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA Oshkosh Airventure® 2011
July 25 – July 31 Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh, Wisconsin

EAA 172 Meeting
August 13, 2011, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA
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AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: A private pilot has had his certificate for about a year. He was
flipping through his logbook and realized he had forgotten to log a few flights. Will this be a
problem?
According to AOPA: The FAA only requires you to log flight time as proof of currency or to meet the
hour requirements for an additional certificate or rating. You are under no obligation to record all of
your flight time. Logging all of your flight time is recommended if you plan to make a career out of
flying, or need to qualify for insurance minimums.
This Month’s Question: I am flying my family to visit relatives for the Fourth of July. I want to bring
some fireworks in the aircraft, since they can't be purchased at our destination. Are there any regulations
against this?

FUND RAISING STATUS
Many are already aware that we have a fund raising effort going on for the Clubhouse roof. We
do solicit funds from those who attend the meetings, but most of our members cannot make all
the meetings. I appeal to you, also, for support of this fund. Please consider writing a check and
send it to Don Bush, (address is on the front page). Remember when writing checks, please
make them out to EAA 172 only. Other fancier titles only get us in trouble with the bank. I will
be communicating our progress monthly as we move toward our goal.
Again, thank you very much for your support!
Al

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also wanted
the mailed version you need to contact club Secretary John Magnan at jcm2@earthlink.net and
indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date, which
for July is June 23 which is also the deadline for any articles for the July issue.

RC PILOT BLAMED FOR COLLISION WITH BIPLANE
The NTSB blames the operator of a large RC model for its highly publicized collision
with a full-size biplane at a fly-in in Colorado. In its final report, the board says the RC
operator flew the model outside the area designated for RC operations at Brighton VanAire Estates Airport before it was struck by the SA 750 Acroduster homebuilt. The
NTSB described the biplane's maneuver as a go-around but video shows it was done at
high speed and low altitude with airshow smoke on. The biplane's lower wing was
damaged but the pilot was able to land safely. The RC model was destroyed. The
Moments after the midair at Van Aire
Airpark, Colorado - radio controlled NTSB said the model was getting out of a vertical prop thrust hover when it strayed
over the active runway and outside the RC box, but it suggested organizers of the show
AJ Slick airplane collision with
biplane Aug. 14, 2010.
shared some responsibility for the incident. (Information adapted from AVwebFLASH May 23, 2011)
FULL STORY OF ACCIDENT includes video: http://www.suasnews.com/2010/10/2434/full-size-aircraft-and-3d-model-mid-air-update/
15 October 2010 sUAS News

SHORT FINAL
AVweb May 23, 2011

This was heard from the non-Fed tower at the Johnson County Executive Airport (KOJC) in Olathe, Kansas (a suburb of
Kansas City):
Tower: "Cessna 1234, you are clear to land runway 18."
Cessna: "Clear to land 18 -- and thanks for the help today."
Tower: "You bet. We do good work when we're awake!"

NAME THAT PLANE
Helio Courier
Around 500 of these aircraft were manufactured in Pittsburg, Kansas from 1954 until 1974 by the Helio Aircraft Company. During
the early 1980s, new owners (Helio Aircraft Ltd.) made an attempt to build new aircraft with direct-drive Lycoming engines, to
replace troublesome and expensive geared engines. In a further effort to reduce weight, a new composite landing gear was featured.
The new models also featured modest winglets. Two models were produced, the H-800 and H-700. A total of 18 aircraft were built and
no Helios have been produced since.
It is thought that about 200 Helio Couriers are active today. Helios are very popular among bush pilots in Canada and Alaska and
missionaries who fly into rough, relatively unprepared jungle airstrips because of its superior STOL abilities.

Specifications Helio Courier
(From Wikipedia)

General characteristics:
* Crew: one, pilot
* Capacity: 5 passengers
* Length: 30 ft 8 in (9.35 m)
* Wingspan: 39 ft 0 in (11.89 m)
* Height: 8 ft 10 in (2.69 m)
* Loaded weight: 3,600 lb (1,636 kg)
* Useful load: 1,320 lb (600 kg)
* Powerplant: 1× Lycoming GO-480-G1D6 geared 6-cylinder engine, 295 hp (220 kW)
Performance:
* Maximum speed: 148 knots (170 mph, 288 km/h)
* Range: 950 nm (1,380 miles, 1,760 km) with 120 gal. fuel
* Service ceiling: 20,500 ft (6,250 m)
* Rate of climb: 1,200 ft/min (6.1 m/s)
TAKEOFF DISTANCE
Sea Level, ISA
Ground run 335 feet
Distance over 50 ft 610 feet
According to Stephen Ruby in http://www.aviastar.org/air/usa/helio_courier.php "The H-395 has a published nowind take-off distance of 217 FT. in no-wind situations at gross, keep it light and you are off in half that
distance......"
http://www.hrcllc.com/history_project/stories/helio_courier.htm "The light aircraft had an outstanding capability
for short take-off and landing (STOL), able to execute a take-off or landing within 100 yards—about the length of
one football field."
Helios have a distinguished and storied history, and several were used in covert operations during the Viet Nam conflict.
Exactly what role these planes were utilized in during the conflict is the subject that remains somewhat poorly told. Often
stories of the Helio’s role in the conflict smell remarkably of fiction, but their use in covert operations is undisputed. Air
America operated Helios during the conflict. Helios have also be widely used by religious missionaries traveling in remote
and exotic locations because of the Helio's superior STOL capabilities.

