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June, 2010

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

The Wrens Fly-in was a great success! It got off to a late start due to the weather in
the morning, but by around noon the weather stabilized enough that most people could
fly in that wanted to. I really enjoyed the opportunity to mingle with both our members
and the public. I met a lot of interesting people.
We had a great mix of flying machines: ultralights, light sports, experimental,
gyrocopters, and the AirMed helicopter. People love the variety. I am used to people
being fascinated with my Eagle, but I heard an equal number that were fascinated with
John Sligar’s little Hummelbird. I was almost jealous… The plane really is cute and John
even flew it a little bit for us.
It was neat to see the big diesel engine. I saw it last year, but didn’t see it run until this
year. Quite interesting. Had a number of antique tractors come as well – thanks to those
folks.
We had a great turn out for the Young Eagles as well. Many thanks to the pilots who
were able to volunteer their time and planes for this. The looks on the kids faces are worth
it. Hopefully some will grow up to be pilots.
Special thanks to Shane Nothdurft for bringing his flight simulator for the kids and
adults to try. He has quite a sophisticated set up that is quite realistic. It was also an
excuse to go indoors where the air conditioning was.
I managed to “snag” another ride in something unique again. This time I got a
gyrocopter ride from Barry Kropelin, the president of EAA 1313, of Goose Creek, NC.
This was my second gyrocopter ride, so I cannot claim it as a first. The first one was over
10 years ago in an RAF 2000 like our member Ross Wheeler has. Barry gave me a great
ride, low and slow over the fields in the Wrens area. It was a great way to cool off after
a hot day as well.
A great thanks to the many who helped prepared the place and run the event. A special
thanks to Sid Brown for coordinating this. As I observed, I thought it went quite well.

June
Our June meeting will be on June12th back at the Pea Patch. We are planning to have
some gliders on display and someone to tell us a bit about the sport. Hope to see you
there.
Fly safe!

Al

Wrens O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in 2010 May 21, 2010

One of the gyroplanes
coming in.

There were about 30 members and guests who came to the
"bring your own meat" club meeting and meal at 6:00 PM on
Friday, May 21. Sid Brown put out two barbecue grills and
prepared and lit the coals so that the grills would be ready for
the meat. Those who were there put their meat on the grills and
everyone ate. We had no club meeting during the meal.
Prior to the meeting a several members of EAA 1313 which
Grilling meat.
bases itself at the Goose Creek, NC, airport just below Charlotte,
NC, trailered in their gyroplanes. Unfortunately one rainstorm
started around 10:00 AM. A second one started around 7:30 PM. The gyroplane pilots were
able to fly some in between storms. By the end of the fly-in there were six gyroplanes on the
field.

Enjoying the meal.

THE WRENS O. B. BROWN MEMORIAL FLY-IN MAY 22, 2010
On Saturday there were 16-20 more aircraft. This was the actual day of the fly-in. It was
overcast with threatening rain at times. This might
have caused some not to fly in. The RV line of
aircraft was the most predominant. One AirMed
helicopter came in, only visiting, for a display. There
were also at least 150 members and visitors at the
Fly-in. Young Eagles Coordinator Sid Brown
arranged for flights for Young Eagles starting Flight line of gyroplanes.
Flight line of fixed wing aircraft.
around 10:00 AM on Saturday, May 22nd. Sid’s son
and daughter, Benjamin and Bethany, along with his wife, Cathy, helped out at the Young Eagles sign-in table. Pilots
Dennis Allen, Ed Christian, Bill Couch, and Pierre Smith flew at least 30 Young
Eagles. There were a number of tractors on display in
addition to the large cotton mill diesel engine. There were
also two classic automobiles on display. There was excellent
assistance at the food trailer. Fay Allen along with Bethany
Brown and Morgan McDonald prepared the food in the
trailer.
O.B. Brown’s Challenger I on
display.

In preparation for the fly-in Sid Brown did all the paperwork
including contacting the FAA and closing the MOA in the
Wrens area by using his contact at Shaw Air Force Base. He also did much of the mowing
and arranged for the city to put out a crew on tractors to prepare the rest of the airport during
the past several weeks. Cathy Brown handled the advertising for the event. John Magnan put Two new Young Eagles.
up the tents, set up the extra power and water as well as all the flagging poles and flagging.
Terry Stout cleaned the hangar. Ross Wheeler used chemicals to kill weeds along the runway and taxiway. Amber,
a friend of Shane Nothdurft, cleaned up the lounge area and prepared a side room for the flight simulator.

Tractors on display.

The big cotton mill diesel
engine.

Visitors gathered around Al
Nodorft’s Christen Eagle.

Don’t forget – you can enlarge any photo to near full size by clicking on the + at the top of the page.

