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PREZ SEZ

Happy Spring! I hope many of you are getting some time in the air in the
milder weather we are having. A few members have stopped by the Wrens
Airport as they have been out flying. We enjoy it anytime we get extra traffic in
the big city!
As you read the next two month’s ‘Pea Patch Post’ you will see that John
has worked very diligently and has pulled together some of the history of EAA
Chapter 172. This information comes from notes, records, and memories of
some of our Charter members and other very early members. I hope you enjoy
this walk down memory lane for those of you who were around in ‘the good
ole days.’ And for the rest of us it will be nice to get to know a little about
from whence we came. Along with this we are working on planning a meeting
to honor our Charter members.
As you read the History you will see that EAA 172 has always been an
active chapter. And much like our country, and other things in life, what we
have today is in a very large part due to the sacrifice of those who were here
before us. As volunteer organizations EAA and this Chapter 172 cannot
advance or even survive without the sacrifice of others. It is important that
each of us consider how we can help as those in the past have done so that we
can continue to make EAA 172 better for those of us here now and those to
come in the future.
With that in mind the Wrens O. B. Brown Memorial Fly-in is next month.
Our supper will be Friday night June 7 and the main fly-in day is Saturday June
8. We need people to work the food trailer and to park airplanes (flight line). I
will be sending around signup sheets at the May meeting. Please participate!
Aircraft owners and pilots … Bring your plane and a friend!

Keep ‘em flying!

706-733-8376
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Please bring side dishes for barbecue!

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172
Breakfast Fly-in

April 13, 2013
Before the meeting 35 members, their families, and guests enjoyed the delicious eggs, bacon, sausages, biscuits
and grits masterfully prepared by Sid & Benjamin Brown and
other club chefs. Sid was assisted in the food preparation by
Shane Nothdurft and John Magnan. Mark Slone, Bibiana
Falatova, Shirley Harden, Amber Nothdurft, Sheila Connell
and her guest Karen Gramenz set out the dining and serving
tables as well as the side dishes and prepared biscuits for the
meal. Two planes flew in. Billy Couch and his wife Marlyn
Mark Slone, Karen Gramenz, and
and daughter Sue flew in Billy’s Cessna 185 (Sue, also a pilot, Sheila Connell
did the flying). Visitors Thomas Parrish and his son J.T., from
EAA 242, flew in Thomas’s Mooney M-20G. At 9:49 AM Al Newman gave the invocation and everyone ate.
Club President Sid Brown called the short business meeting to order at 10:19 AM. He thanked those who
helped prepare the breakfast. Sid also welcomed visitors Terry Pitts, a friend of Tommy Edwards, Mark &
Karen Gramenz, friends of Sheila Connell, and Thomas Parrish & his son J.T., friends of Ed Christian. Ed and
Thomas are Delta First Officers who would be flying to South Africa the next week.
Old Business: Don Bush moved to accept the minutes for the last meeting. Aaron
Ramsey seconded the motion and it was approved.
New Business: President Sid Brown talked about the Wright Flyer and the Wright
Flyer replica. During the meal a DVD of the Wright Flyer and the replica was playing
on the TV. He also said that the next meeting on May 11 would be a regular meeting
and we would have barbecue as the main dish.

Guests J.T. and Thomas Parrish

Shirley Harden reminded everyone that the eat-out for April 25th would be at the French Market Grill on
Highland Ave. in Augusta.
Al Newman moved to adjourn the meeting. Richard Fender seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at
10:31 AM.

Billy Couch’s Cessna 185

Thomas Parrish’s Mooney M-20G

EAA 172 shirts that Al Nodorft had purchased were given out to those who ordered them. If you
want a shirt, the cost is only $20. Please let Al know and give him your size. Only one color (blue),
with a pocket and the EAA 172 logo – see at the right. He needs a number of orders so that the cost
will not increase. Please give your name and size at the meeting or e-mail Al at
Nodorft@Hotmail.com .

The
HISTORY OF EAA 172
PART I
By “Baldo” -- Aldine “Al” Patton
with information from Bob Rhodes, Joe Miles, Al Newman, Gerald Ballard and others

In the early 1960s & 1970s Arthur Johnson created an airstrip near the western Augusta city limits, off
old Belair Road. It was called the “Flying J” ranch and airport. It boasted a fishing pond and a modest
cinder block house beside the pond. Art Johnson and his wife lived there.
The airstrip was about 3000 feet long and somewhat hilly. At that time a power line crossed the runway
midfield and challenged a pilot's ability to touch down before passing under the wire. My first time at
Art Johnson's airport I saw that a Cessna 172 (I believe Richard Fender's) was parked in a barbed wire
enclosure. This was to protect the airplane from cows or horses. Art built several open hangars and one
50' x 50' main hangar with sliding doors. This one would eventually become EAA Chapter 172's
meeting place until 1986.
Art Johnson decided to go back to Yankee Land and sold the property to an investment group headed
by Jack Hodges. The airport property was leased to “Farmer Brown” as a cattle ranch for small cows.

The person who put together the photos on this and future pages in January, 2004, wrote:
“It was my very great pleasure to have been associated with the members of EAA 172 off and on since 1963. It was a
wonderful time and place, and I am delighted to take the time to dig out these pictures to share. I hope you enjoy
them. Some of them are a little fuzzy because I scanned them from 35mm contact sheets of negatives I made of rolls
of film I shot.” These are photos taken from the early 1960s through about 1984-1985. [Margin notes by Al Patton]

This created a situation – it was still an airport. Aircraft that were attempting to land would have to
buzz the cows until the runway was clear for a landing, a concern if an aircraft was low on fuel! After
about a year “Farmer Brown” decided to take his cattle to Texas.
The airport property was then leased to Tom Patton who would live in the house by the pond. He now
called the airport “Patton Field” which became a very popular airfield. Tom created the Blue Grass
Annual Festival with a small band using a platform by the pond. Food and drinks, Blue Grass music,
and an airshow made an enjoyable event. At one time Al and Tom Patton attempted to make the airport
an airpark.

Leonard Nance, a club member through at least 2000, was hired to make drawings for future roads, lots
and houses. These were presented to the Richmond County zoning board. It did not approve the venture
and would not allow permanent structures to be built. In 1985 member Ben Covington bought the
airport. Eventually he sold the property and the Pea Patch at Blythe, Georgia, became our new home.
During this time the aviators who used the original Flying J ranch airport, subsequently Patton Field,
(both the original “Pea Patch”) were meeting in the mid 1960s just to socialize and “hangar fly” at
various homes and restaurants near Daniel Field in Augusta, Georgia. They decided to join the national
EAA – Experimental Aircraft Association – and on March 8, 1966, created a Georgia non-profit 501(c)
(3) corporation legally named EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION, CSRA CHAPTER 172, INC. State
of Georgia No. A601409. Its EIN (Federal Tax Identifying number) is 58-2595879. The club has
continued its Georgia corporate non-profit status as well as its membership in the national
Experimental Aircraft Association ever since 1966 – 47 years. Some of the original members remain
alive and active in the club. On these History pages, and in future months, you can see their names and
photos.
As part of the Federal 501(c)(3) status for EAA 172, Inc.:
"No part of the net earnings ... inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual, no
substantial part of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda" and which "does not participate in,
or intervene in ... any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public
office." Also, the corporation Constitution indicates the scientific and educational purposes of EAA
172, Inc. Read the entire EAA 172 Constitution at EAA 172 Constitution on the EAA 172 Website.
(The original By-Laws unanimously passed at the regular monthly meeting held at Daniel Field, Augusta, Georgia, on May
19, 1966)
If you see something you don't quite agree with on these “History” pages, don't yell or
scream, just write a note to the club Secretary. Include your full name and describe what
you disagree with. Or you might want to add on information you know first hand. Please
make sure you include the first and last names of people you mention. You may e-mail or
“snailmail” the note or hand it to the Secretary at a club meeting. If you just say
something about a change without writing it down it will possibly be forgotten.

E-mail to: EAA172@jcmservices.net any comments, additions, subtractions, etc.

LASER WEAPONS FOR AIRCRAFT AND SHIPS
Most have seen the Star Wars and Star Trek movies as well as the many Star Trek TV series re-runs. In those
movies/series the weapons the spacecraft crew often used were phasers, phaser
cannons, phaser beams, blasters, ray guns, and other beam weapons to destroy the
enemy. Most believe that these movies and series are fun to watch but science fiction
for some time in the future. Not so fast! The weapons they used are real, now!
You might not know it, but most likely the body of the car you drive was cut and
welded by a laser. This has been done for over
30 years. The same goes for the clothes you
wear. You don't think scissors were used to cut
out your clothes? The Navy's Laser Weapon
This was science fiction.
System (LaWS) recently targeted and shot down
an aerial drone in testing; meanwhile another
aircraft-mounted laser system (this one for self-defense) may commence testing in
2014. The Navy's test involved a destroyer-mounted laser that successfully tracked
and engaged a flying drone. The aerial vehicle caught fire in flight and crashed into
the sea. The Navy released a video showing its new laser weapons system during an This is real!
exercise at sea. The laser is capable of destroying planes, drones and boats. Chief of
Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert praised the LaWS ability to take out targets at a tiny
fraction of the cost of other conventional weapons. He claimed that the LaWS can shoot down a small
drone for about $1 worth of electricity and, once the laser is operational, it should be able to replace a
Gatling gun, whose rounds can cost several thousand dollars each.
Watch the Navy’s new ship-mounted laser kill a drone KILL DRONE.
Next year, the USS Ponce is expected to carry the system to the Persian Gulf. Meanwhile, DARPA (Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency) may soon test a High Energy Liquid Laser Area Defense System (HELLADS) mounted on an
aircraft and designed for defense against inbound threats. The laser is liquid-cooled and solid state. It was completed in
2012 and is expected to be integrated into different platforms in 2013 with the possibility of real-world tests in 2014. For
aircraft, the system would serve in a self-defense capacity, targeting inbound anti-aircraft missiles and other threats fired at
aircraft. A B1 Bomber is expected to carry the first test article.
(Information adapted from multiple sources including the April reports and news releases by ABC, CBS, NBC, Industrial-Lasers.com, AvWeb, Wired.com )

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: A pilot wants to fly his certificated plane, but on preflight he realized the
airplane has a bulb burned out in the anti-collision light system and there’s no A&P mechanic to fix the bulb
at his airport. He is flying an airplane that was certificated after March 11, 1996. Can the airplane be flown,
or does a mechanic have to come fix the light first?
According to AOPA and the FAA: The airplane can be flown, but only to a place where you will get the bulb
repaired or replaced before you depart again. Part 91.205 (b)(11) states that an aircraft must have all lights
working in the anti-collision light system: “For small civil airplanes certificated after March 11, 1996, in
accordance with Part 23 of this chapter, an approved aviation red or aviation white anti-collision light system. In
the event of failure of any light of the anti-collision light system, operation of the aircraft may continue to a
location where repairs or replacement can be made.” Note that if you have a experimental amateur-built aircraft
just replace the bulb yourself. You might want to enter what you did in your logbook/maintenance records.
This Month’s Question: How long should you wait to go flying at night after looking at a bright light?

MEDICAL CERTIFICATES EASIER TO GET FOR THOSE WITH CONDITIONS
The FAA physicians in Oklahoma City and Washington, D.C., amended the certification policy (different and easier than
having to change a “regulation”) for a group of low-risk medical conditions to eliminate the special issuance
requirement. Now, there are worksheets included in the Guide for Aviation Medical Examiners, the online
reference guide for AMEs, for the conditions that require specific medical evaluations and testing that you
will obtain from your treating physician and provide to your AME at the time of your flight physical. If all
the requirements specified in the worksheet are met, the AME may issue you a medical certificate without
calling the FAA for verbal or written permission. The new procedures are called CACI – for “Conditions
AMEs Can Issue.” The CACI conditions are arthritis, asthma, glaucoma, chronic hepatitis C,
hypothyroidism, migraine and chronic headache, pre-diabetes conditions, and renal (liver) cancer.
(Information adapted from multiple sources including Flying e-Magazine, 04/16/13, AvwebBiz 04/17/13, AOPA ePilot 04/26/13, and the FAA)

PILOT'S GUIDE TO AVIONICS NOW AVAILABLE – FREE!
The 2012-13 edition of the Aircraft Electronics Association's Pilot's Guide to Avionics is now available. To request a
complimentary copy, visit AEAPilotsGuide.net. This special 10th anniversary edition is a consumer's directory containing
buyer's guides, educational articles and timely information about the avionics industry, its products and its people. The
publication helps pilots make better buying decisions and locate more than 1,300 AEA member companies, including
government-certified repair stations around the world. (Information from AvWEBbiz 03/06/13)

COMMENTS ABOUT SUN'N FUN: NOT AS GREAT AS IT USED TO BE
Op-Ed
Although the promoters and operators of Sun 'n Fun 2013 had many positive things to say and write about, it seems that
those that went there had different opinions:
One visitor wrote “I attended SNF this year as I have done for the past 8 years. Frankly, it was depressing! The crowds
were not there, favorite vendors have given up do to absurd SNF costs and the usual fly-in fields that used to be covered
with aircraft were non-existent.” Another commented “The new revitalized Paradise City area worked but there was just
not the crowds there to keep us busy all day.” For those who don't know, Paradise
City is the portion of Sun 'n Fun where there were often small aircraft including
ultralights. People liked it because it wasn't “staid and stuck-up” like the Cessna
and other certified aircraft areas were. Another wrote “I agree that the tone at
SNF this year was very subdued. It seemed like I was watching zombies roaming
the vendor pavilions. There was a lot to see but at least for me very little that I
could relate to or afford. My priority was finding ways to keep my aging Bonanza
in the air and not necessarily updating to the newest gadget.” Others complained
about the prices “Starting to charge $5 to park a few years ago was bad enough
but when I found admittance for a qualified organization member at $32 ... this
might be one of the last times I attend!” Others blamed the current “quality” or “mindset” of youngsters nowadays. In the
old days most teens would be able to work on their old cars and could handle tools. Nowadays most kids, boys or girls,
wouldn't know a box-end from an open-end wrench. A Sun 'n Fun visitor wrote “The culture has changed, and not for the
better. Kids aren't interested in flying or for that matter anything mechanical. Just silly stupid things that are presented on
smartphones, tablets and computers.”
(Information adapted from AVweb Insider Blog 04/17/13, AVwebFLASH 04/15/13, Pilots of America Forum 03/29/13)
If you have an opinion about what Sun'n Fun has become, send it to Sun 'n Fun Opinion. We can leave off your
name if you wish and note that your comments might be used in a future Pea Patch Post.

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 2013
Saturday, May 4: Hangar Party 7:00 - 11:00 PM You are invited to the following event:
"Party Down For The Playground! Retro Style!" Hangar Party Featuring Music By Retro Vertigo!
Date: Saturday, May 4, 2013 from 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM (EDT)
Location: Greenville Downtown Airport, Airport Road Extension, Greenville, SC 29607 (KGMU)
View Map
Get your tickets today! Help us raise money to add playground equipment and a picnic pavilion to the new
community aviation themed park at the Greenville Downtown Airport, while having fun with your friends hanging
out, listening and dancing to... Read More
Saturday, May 11: Monthly meeting of the EAA 172 Members 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA). A
short business meeting will be around 1:00 PM after the meal. Runway 01/19: 2500' x 150' sod -- fair --; GPS: N33°
18.08' N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511 Boulineau Rd., Blythe, Georgia, 30805. UNICOM 122.7 mhz. For
more information contact Sid Brown (706) 814-8853 eMail: sid@thesidbrowns.com or John Magnan (706) 547-3607
eMail: jcm2@earthlink.net Click HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE for the Mapquest
directions. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info. For the meeting agenda click HERE.
Sunday, May 12: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB White Plains Plantation airfield, Lexington, South
Carolina (SC99)(pvt.). UNICOM: 122.9. ZIPcode 29054. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 &
9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC99 for airport info. For driving directions click on White Plains Airport
Sunday, May 19: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Green Sea Airport, Green Sea, South Carolina (S79).
Turf runway. CTAF/UNICOM: 122.9. ZIPcode 29581. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click Green Sea Airport for
airport info. For driving directions click on Driving Directions Green Sea Airport .
Thursday, May 23: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly non-business
social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is the Chop House restaurant, 3450
Wrightsboro Rd., Augusta, GA 30909 (at the edge of Augusta Mall). Phone number: 706-733-2244. Website: Chop
House. Map and directions: Chop House Directions. Contact Virginia Bush for more details 706-554-5618 e-mail:
sporthorses9@gmail.com .

June 2013
Sunday, June 2: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Palmetto Air Plantation (private) Manning, South
Carolina (SC41) UNICOM: 122.8 ZIPcode 29102. Elev: 105'; GPS: N33° 39.967' W80° 14.633'; Sod runway:
16/34: 3700' x 150'; UNICOM: 122.8. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM.
Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC41
for airport info. Click HERE for the Mapquest directions.
Weblink: www.palmettoairplantation.com .
Friday, June 7: Special meal for EAA 172 Members and guests Friday, June 7, is a special EAA 172 "bring-yourown-meat-to-grill" meal, around 6:00 PM, at the Wrens Airport. This is held for the club members and Fly-in
guests. The club will provide baked potatoes and salad but bring any sidedishes and desserts you want. Call Sid
Brown at 706-884-8853 for more details. Or email to: sid@thesidbrowns.com or wrens@jcmservices.net.

Saturday, June 8 :

Eighteenth Annual EAA 172 Wrens O.B. Brown
Memorial Fly-in
At the Wrens, Georgia, Airport (65J):
CTAF/UNICOM 122.7 mhz. GPS coordinates: 33° 13.36' N / 82° 23.02' W; elevation 450'; runways: 11L/29R
3000' x 50' asphalt -- good; 11R/29L 1300' x 100' sod -- good. Airport attended 24 hours during the Fly-In. All
aircraft welcome: Conventional, warbirds, experimental, light planes, ultralight, gyroplanes, trikes, powered
parachutes, PPGs. No landing or tie-down fees. Free overnight camping. You may stay overnight Saturday to
Sunday, June 9th. Air conditioned lounge with refrigerator, microwave, couches, two restrooms and free hot
shower. Motorhomes welcome. Four restaurants and a motel are next to the airport at the end of runways 29L and
29R. Starts around 9:00 AM and lasts until late afternoon. Call Sid Brown at 706-884-8853 for more details.
Or email to: sid@thesidbrowns.com or wrens@jcmservices.net.
Sunday, June 9: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Cheraw Municipal / Lynch Bellinger Field Airport,
Cheraw, South Carolina (KCQW). CTAF/UNICOM: 122.8 ZIPcode 29520. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast:
Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KCQW for airport info. For driving directions click on Cheraw Airport .
Sunday, June 23: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Lee County-Butters Field Airport, Bishopville, South
Carolina (52J). ZIPcode 29010. CTAF/UNICOM: 122.9. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/52J for airport info. For driving directions click on Butters Field airport

SUN 'N FUN ATTENDANCE INCREASES
Sun 'n Fun President John "Lites" Leenhouts announced April 12 that show attendance was up 5 percent over the past two
years. “The camping area is packed, vendors tell me merchandise is selling, and
we’ve got lots of airplanes,” he said. The splash-in at nearby Lake Agnes drew some
35 varieties of seaplanes for grapefruit bomb drop and spot landing contests,
although wind curtailed some activities. Reports from companies attending the show
varied. While all reported a drop-off in overall foot traffic, a number of them told
Flying magazine reporters that the quality of the folks who stopped by to talk was
very positive. Sporty's VP John Zimmerman said traffic at the booth, where the
company was taking orders for a number of hot products, including a new ADS-B/AHRS unit, was “slower than usual but
that the business was good.” A number of airframe companies echoed that sentiment, and there were even reports of
airplanes being sold at the show, including one by Socata, which sold a TBM Elite. Redbird Flight Simulations' Charlie
Gregoire told Flying Magazine that sales of its Jay desktop flight simulator were "very good," and that there was a steady
stream of traffic at the AOPA's pavilion.
However, some writers commented that General Aviation seems to be “drifting” with no particular direction. Some said
that new airplanes are just too expensive. Although there's plenty of wealth out there, real wages are flat or in decline, but
the prices of airplanes have been going in the opposite direction. One wrote that years ago when an airplane salesman “...
started out selling for Cessna in the Midwest, he could find plenty of airplane customers among autoworkers. Not anymore.
So sales efforts, [such as at Sun 'n Fun], now focus on wealthier clients, but there's a clear effort to make aircraft
affordable by engineering group or multi-member buying or other creative approaches to getting people into airplanes.”
(Information adapted from the April 15, 16 & 19, 2013, Avweb FLASH, Flying Magazine, and AOPA ePilot)

You can view Flying Magazine photos from the April 13-14 weekend finale at Sun 'n Fun here.

EAA 172 Meeting
May 11, 2013, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

EAA 172
Wrens O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in
June 7, 6:00 PM at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J), Wrens, GA
“Bring your own meat” meal, club supplies the extras (except sidedishes).

June 8, 9:00 AM at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J), Wrens, GA

EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-in
July 13, 2013, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

Greg
Richard
Allen
Charles
Ronald
Joel
Bruce

CONNELL
ZGOL
NODORFT
LEWIS
HALEY
BIRNEY
HITT

Billy & Marlyn
George & Frances H.
James & Karen
Herb & Elaine
Robbie & Jami

05-01
05-10
05-13
05-15
05-19
05-21
05-31

COUCH
WEISS
REEVES
WATSON
McMILLAN

05-03
05-04
05-17
05-26
05-28

EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, May 23: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly
non-business social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is the Chop House
restaurant, 3450 Wrightsboro Rd., Augusta, GA 30909 (at the edge of Augusta Mall). Phone number:
706-733-2244. Website: Chop House. Map and directions: Chop House Directions. For questions
contact Virginia Bush for more details 706-554-5618 e-mail: sporthorses9@gmail.com .
On the Web go to nightout.jcmservices.net

NAME THAT PLANE

Dormoy Bathtub
With all the complaints about how expensive it is to fly, buy a plane, or even build a plane, what about building this one, a Dormoy
Bathtub? The Bathtub was developed by Etienne Dormoy, a French engineer at McCook Field in Dayton, Ohio. Dormoy would later
design the Buhl Bull Pup. The aircraft used a steel tube fuselage, with an exposed tail section. The parasol wings used wood spars
with fabric covering supported by steel lift struts. The ailerons used steel control cables that were exposed in front of the leading
edge of the wing. The engine was a modified Heath Henderson motorcycle engine. The Dormoy Bathtub competed in the 1924 and
1925 National Air Races, winning the Rickenbacker Trophy in 1924. The 1925 model featured a fully covered tail section,
removing its "bathtub" appearance. The original 1924 blueprint of the plane is at the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio.
There are no remaining examples of the entire aircraft in existence.
The January, 1925, issue of Popular Science (p. 85) reviewed it and had a photo, which is on this page. The article's author wrote
“The body of the monoplane, which resembles a tub, is connected with the tail piece by rods and wires. The absence of a fuselage
gives the plane its appearance of extreme frailty. Twenty-four feet long, it weighs only 380 pounds and makes 50 miles on a gallon
of gasoline. The gas tank is located on the under side of the wing, just above the pilot's cockpit, and holds only two gallons. On
Dormoy's first trial flight in the Bathtub, he reached an altitude of 2500 feet."
An example of a 1924 Dormoy Bathtub fuselage with a Heath-Henderson engine is on display at the Motorcycle Heritage Museum
in Westerville, Ohio. A large scale model of a 1924 Dormoy Bathtub is on display at the International Sport Aviation Museum in
Florida. Eighty-four-year-old Ed Kusmirek of Renton, Wash., has built an exact replica of a 1924 super-light Dormoy Bathtub and
now hopes to fly it. The Boeing retiree only needs approval the Federal Aviation Administration and a quick refresher of his flying
skills to take make his 60-year dream come true. Various replicas of the Dormoy Bathtub have been flown over the years, and some
have had a bad end. Dennis Trone was killed flying his Dormoy Bathtub on May 5th, 2008, at his home field of Brodhead Airport,
Wisconsin. In 1994, a similar crash in California killed a retired high-school shop teacher who had built the plane himself. You can
purchase the plans. They are $35.00 U.S, plus postage, at this address: Mike Kimbrel, 1333 Garrard Creek Rd., Oakville,
Washington 98568. His phone number is 360-273-9202. [ed. note: This is still a valid phone number for him!]
(Data and information from Popular Science, Jan., 1925, National Museum of the US Air Force, American Motorcyclist – Sep. 1995 , Pioneer Flight
Museum, Seattle Times, Popular Mechanics - Jan 1981, San Diego Air and Space Museum Archive , Motorcycle Heritage Museum, LA Times)

Dormoy Bathtub Specifications
General characteristics
Capacity: 1 pilot
Length: 13 ft 5 in
Wingspan: 24 ft
Wing area: 85 sq ft
Gross weight: 425 lb
Fuel capacity: 2 US gallons
Powerplant: 1 × Heath-Henderson B-4 , 20 hp
The heading of this newsletter has a color photo of a replica.
Above is a 1924 photo of the actual aircraft.

Performance
Cruise speed: 61 kn; (70 mph)
Service ceiling: 2,500 ft
YouTube (3 min 39 seconds) of an experimental replica of a 1924 Dormoy bathtub racer powered by a Volkswagen engine.

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also
wanted the mailed version you need to contact the club Secretary at EAA172@jcmservices.net
and indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date,
which for June is May 27, which is also the deadline for any articles for the June issue. Note that
mail has recently slowed so it may take at least two days from the mailing date for you to receive
the newsletter. Mailing the Pea Patch Post costs EAA 172 $18 annually per recipient. Also note
that if you have the newsletter mailed, and do not inform the EAA 172 Secretary about an
address change, the Postal Service will charge you a 50 cent fee for mail forwarding.

