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PREZ SEZ

Sid Brown

Spring is finally here … I think! I hope all the freezing weather is gone. I
trust each of you had a Happy Easter Celebration.
The fly-in season is upon us with Sun ’n Fun just around the corner. The
organizers promise that Sequestration will not affect the fly-in or the airshow.
Although, I did notice on the Thunderbird’s calendar that they canceled their
remaining airshows starting April 1. This may just make room for many good
private performers like our own Gary Ward and Greg Connell!
Sequestration is hurting General Aviation as well. Many airport control
towers around the country are slated for closure. So far it looks like the tower
at Bush Field is continuing to operate but Hilton Head, Macon, and Athens
towers are on the closure list.
In spite of this, I have seen more activity in the air lately so I know the
spring flying season is cranking up. I even had a member ‘buzz’ my house the
other day! We quite often get buzzed by the fighters as we live in the MOA.
But I always enjoy seeing airplanes fly so ‘buzz’ over anytime. Just be sure to
keep an eye out for bogies!
Work on my Challenger is progressing and I hope I can take ‘er up
Saturday. As you wrap up your winter airplane projects keep safety in mind.
Check everything at least twice. But get those planes in the air and bring them
to our Breakfast Fly-in.
Our meeting may seem a little late in the month this time as April started on
a Monday so our meeting is on the 13th. We will be having eggs, grits, bacon,
sausage and biscuits.
Speaking of breakfast I could use some help cooking so give me a call if
you can help out or just show up about 7:30 that morning.
Looking forward to seeing you there!
Keep ‘em flying!
Sid
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Please bring side dishes for breakfast!

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172
Fish Fry Fly-in

March 9, 2013
Before the meeting more than 60 members, their families, and numerous visitors enjoyed a delicious meal of catfish, fries,
onion rings and many sidedishes and desserts. Our masterful chefs Dennis Allen, Ron Haley, Gary Harden, and Steve
Thompson prepared the fried foods. Pierre Smith had purchased the fish. The aerospouses,
including Fay Allen and Frances Weiss, set out the side dishes and prepared the serving and
meeting room tables with a St. Patrick’s Day motif. Six planes flew in and a seventh plane,
an RV-8A, took off and flew around the patch and landed. It’s pilot was Charlie Connell and
it was the first time he flew it since
his unfortunate roof mishap June 15
of last year. At 12:38 PM Al
Newman gave the invocation and
everyone ate. Club President Sid
Brown called the short business meeting to order at 1:12 PM. He
thanked those who prepared the catfish, fries and onion rings. Sid
also welcomed Richard Fender's guest Lester Sheafe and Frank
Christian’s guests Leon Walden and Leon’s grandson Grady. Ed
Christian had flown young Grady as a Young Eagle before the meal. Sid also welcomed Charlie & Sheila Connell’s guests
Carl and Michele Connelly, George & Frances Weiss’ guests Fred and Mary Jordan, and Sandy & Barbara Howard’s
guests Rob and Aubrey.
Old Business: Don Bush moved to accept the minutes for the last meeting. Richard Fender seconded the motion and it was
approved.
New Business: President Sid Brown said that he would not be able to be at the Breakfast Fly-in on April 13. Vice-President
Nandi Shetty would handle that meeting. Sid also said that he wants to expand the Tech Counselor program and passed a
paper around to be signed by those interested in becoming a Tech Counselor.
Secretary John Magnan said that Joe Miles had called him. Joe’s wife, Pearl, had a stroke the past Sunday and got back
from the hospital on Thursday. Joe told John that Joe would not be able to make that many meetings since he would be
taking care of his wife who had difficulty walking and speaking. Joe said he would still remain a member of EAA 172 even
though he might not go to the meetings.
Sheila Connell reminded everyone that the eat-out for March 28th would be at Malibu Jack’s Surf Grill on Fury’s Ferry
Road in Augusta. Don Bush talked about an August, 1962, issue of Sport Aviation featuring Al Patton and the APF 1.
Program: Toward the end of the meal all enjoyed the spirited presentation by aerobatic pilot Greg Connell.
He said his “True Pitts” is the greatest “Raise Hell” airplane. Its redline is +240 mph. It has “tons of
torque” and its fuel burn is 13 gallons an hour in cruise. Greg said his first airshow this year is April 6.
Al Newman moved to adjourn the meeting. Don Bush seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at
1:46 PM.
BOARD MEETING
At 1:50 PM there was a short Board Meeting after the regular meeting. The Board again discussed honoring the Founders
of EAA 172. As promised, Al Patton had given Secretary John Magnan a sheaf of information about the founders of EAA
172. Other members also gave him old newspaper clippings about the early EAA 172 members. Treasurer Don Bush said
that the accounts are all in order but because of increasing fees by our current bank he was considering a change of banks
to hold our funds. President Sid Brown still does not know whether the Modelers (model airplane people) would be
coming to the O.B. Brown Fly-in June 8. Sid might just invite one group of Modelers.

JOE MILES' WIFE, PEARL, RECOVERING FROM STROKE
Long time club member Joe Miles contacted us on March 8th and let us know that his wife, Pearl,
had a stroke. Joe apologized that he would not be at the March EAA 172 meeting and he will
maintain his EAA 172 membership but will probably miss meetings since he will be spending his time
caring for his wife. He said that she doesn't remember much now and she is back home from the
hospital. He also said that she can't walk and “doesn't talk that great.” You can contact Joe at 706733-8376 or send a card to: Joseph C. Miles, 442 Aumond Rd., Augusta, GA 30909. Joe was
contacted this past week (On April 1) and said that “she is about the same.”
Joe Miles at the January
14, 2012, meeting talking
about P-51s.

FAA DELAYS CLOSURE OF AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWERS
In a Press Release on Friday, April 5, the Federal Aviation Administration announced that it would delay previously
planned closures for 149 air traffic control towers at small airports. Last month, the FAA announced it would eliminate
funding for these towers as part of the agency’s required $637 million budget cuts under sequestration. This additional time
will allow the agency to attempt to resolve multiple legal challenges to the closure decisions. As
part of the tower closure implementation process, the agency continues to consult with airports
and operators and review appropriate risk mitigations. Extending the transition deadline will
give the FAA and airports more time to execute the changes to the National Airspace System.
“This has been a complex process and we need to get this right,” said U.S. Transportation
Secretary Ray LaHood. “Safety is our top priority. We will use this additional time to make
sure communities and pilots understand the changes at their local airports.” On March 22, the FAA had announced that it
would stop federal funding for 149 contract towers across the country. A phased, four-week closure process was scheduled
to begin Sunday, April 7. That phased closure process will no longer occur. Instead, the FAA will stop funding all 149
towers on June 15 and will close the facilities unless the airports decide to continue operations as a nonfederal contract
tower.
AOPA President Craig Fuller said the decision “provides the aviation community and the FAA the time it needs to properly
assess this proposed budgetary action and we applaud the decision.” Trade groups representing companies that operate the
towers under contract for FAA had filed a lawsuit Thursday in federal court in Washington. The last week of March, the
city of Spokane, Washington, went to court to try to prevent the FAA's shutdown of an airport tower, and the first week of
April other cities are trying the same tactic. Lawsuits now have been filed by city officials in Bloomington, Illinois, and the
operators of three airports in Florida -- Naples, Ormond Beach, and Punta Gorda.
On March 22, the FAA listed the ATC towers that would be closed. These include the tower at Wittman Regional Airport
(OSH) in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, home to the Experimental Aircraft Association’s annual air show. Also on the hit list is the
tower at Lakeland Linder Regional (LAL), home to the Sun 'n Fun fly-in. Also the Frederick, Maryland, airport that serves
AOPA headquarters (FDK) is on the list. For a full list of the towers being closed, click on Towers to be Closed, and for a
list of those that escaped the chopping block for now, click on Towers that Escaped Closure. Some of the towers that were
to be closed April 7 (now June 15) in our region are:
ABY Southwest Georgia Regional Albany GA
AHN Athens/Ben Epps Athens GA
LZU Gwinnett County - Briscoe Field Lawrenceville GA
MCN Middle Georgia Regional Macon GA
RYY Cobb County- Mccollum Field Atlanta GA
EWN Coastal Carolina Regional New Bern NC
HKY Hickory Regional Hickory NC
JQF Concord Regional Concord NC
CRE Grand Strand North Myrtle Beach SC
(Information adapted from multiple sources including the March, April reports and news releases by the FAA, Flying Magazine, AvWeb, AvWEBbiz, Fox,
Washington Post, USA Today, EAA Hotline, AOPA ePilot )

2013 BSA Merit Badge University
On Saturday, March 2, EAA 172 Member Steve Amster held the aviation merit badge
training for the Boy Scouts of America in Thomson. He conducted the BSA Merit Badge
University of the local Georgia-Carolina Council. He wrote on March 3 that all went well
Saturday for the Aviation Merit Badge. Three Scouts participated. Steve said he did the
brief local flight early just legal below the cloud deck with light snow in the windscreen of
his Skyhawk.

HERE ARE PHOTOS FROM THE EVENT

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: Does the CFI checkride count as a flight review?
According to AOPA and the FAA: Paragraph (d) of 14 CFR 61.56, which discusses flight reviews, states that
a “pilot who has passed a pilot proficiency check does not need to accomplish the flight review required by this
section.” So does a CFI checkride count as a pilot proficiency check? No. The FAA Office of Chief Counsel
addresses this question in a letter of interpretation:
“The answer is that a successful completion of a flight instructor practical test within the preceding 24 calendar
months does not automatically relieve a pilot of the requirement to complete §61.56 flight review. A flight
instructor practical test is not a pilot proficiency check for a pilot certificate, rating or an operating privilege, or
any other acceptable substitute for a flight review specifically listed in § 61.56(d). A flight instructor practical
test is not primarily focused on piloting skills but rather on one’s instructional skills. Thus, prima facie, it does
not constitute a pilot proficiency check adequate to substitute for a flight review, as specified under § 61.56(d).”
However, the letter also states that at the discretion of the examiner your flight review and CFI checkride may
be done in conjunction. Just be sure that your examiner puts in an additional endorsement in your logbook that
attests to the fact that you have met the requirements of 14 CFR 61.56.
This Month’s Question: A pilot wants to fly his certificated plane, but on preflight he realized the airplane has
a bulb burned out in the anti-collision light system and there’s no A&P mechanic to fix the bulb at his airport.
He is flying an airplane that was certificated after March 11, 1996. Can the airplane be flown, or does a
mechanic have to come fix the light first?
NAVY BASIC TRAINING:
A normally outstanding student was having a bad day. Keying the intercom by mistake, he said, "Sorry, sir, I am all
#$@*^! up."
An immediate reply came back: "Station using profanity, please identify yourself!"
The instructor instantaneously answered, "He may be #$@*^! up, but not that #$@*^! up!"

EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in
April 13, 2013, 9:00 AM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

EAA 172 Meeting
May 11, 2013, 12:30 PM
Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, Georgia

EAA 172
Wrens O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in
June 7, 6:00 PM at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J), Wrens, GA
“Bring your own meat” meal, club supplies the extras (except sidedishes).

June 8, 9:00 AM at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J), Wrens, GA
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EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, April 25: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly
non-business social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is the French Market
Grille, 425 Highland Ave, Augusta, Georgia 30909. Phone number: 706-737-4865. The French Market
Grille Website: French Market . For a map and directions, click on: French Market directions. For
questions contact Shirley Harden 706-855-1553 e-mail: ghardensr@comcast.net .
On the Web go to nightout.jcmservices.net

WERE THE WRIGHT BROTHERS THE FIRST?
In the foreword of the 100th edition of Jane's All the World's Aircraft, Jane's editor Paul Jackson cites the work of
Australian aviation historian John Brown that Gustav Whitehead piloted a powered aircraft years before the Wright
Brothers. Brown's evidence includes a 1901 article describing Whitehead's sustained flight in a
controlled powered aircraft flown from a field in Connecticut, ahead of the Wrights' 1903 flight.
The Jane's editor describes what happened in Bridgeport, Connecticut, on August 14, 1901. "It
was in the summer of 1901 that Whitehead flew his airplane, which he called the Condor I. In
the still air of dawn, the Condor's wings were unfolded and it took off from open land at
Fairfield, 15 miles from the city, and performed two demonstration sorties. The second was
estimated as having covered 1½ miles at a height of 50 feet, during which slight turns in both
Gustav Whitehead with the directions were demonstrated." Jackson credits the long work of aviation researcher John Brown
Condor I
for much of the recently uncovered evidence that Whitehead's flight was indeed number one.
According to Jackson, Brown's Website www.gustave-whitehead.com, is packed with evidence.
However, AOPA Senior Vice President of the Center to Advance the Pilot Community, Adam Smith, is also an aviation
historian who has studied claims of the first powered flight for years. Smith wrote “At least two people likely got a
powered aircraft off the ground before the Wright Brothers—Clement Ader in 1890 and Karl Jatho in 1903. But these
were short hops and not controlled, sustained flight,” Smith provides a list of other pilots researchers claim beat the Wright
brothers. So, other than Whitehead, who tops the list of claims to the first powered flight, according to Smith’s research:
➢ Felix Du Temple, France, 1874;
➢ Alexander Mozhaiski, Russia, 1884;
➢ Clement Ader, France, 1890, 1897;
➢ Hiram Maxim, England, 1894;
➢ Augustus Herring, Michigan, 1898;
➢ Rev. Burrell Cannon, Texas, 1902;
➢ Richard Pearse, New Zealand, 1902-1903;
➢ James Preston Watson, Scotland, 1902-1903;
➢ Karl Jatho, Germany, 1903.
Critics that include the National Aviation Heritage Alliance (NAHA) and a senior curator for the Smithsonian
Institution,Tom Crouch, have refuted the claims that Gustav Whitehead piloted a powered aircraft years before the Wright
Brothers. NAHA cites a letter written by Crouch on March 15, 2013, that claims an individual cited by a 1901 newspaper
article as a "witness" of Whitehead's alleged flight later said he "was not present." According to Crouch, the "witness" told
an investigative journalist in 1936 that "I do not remember or recall ever hearing of a flight with this particular plane or
any other that Whitehead ever built." Find the full text of Crouch's letter here (Crouch Letter PDF).
(Information adapted from multiple sources including Jane's All the World's Aircraft, Scientific American (12/15/1906), and March, 2013, references of NAHA
Alliance, eHotline, AvwebFLASH, Flying Magazine, and AOPA ePilot)

FAA CONTROLLERS WILL BE AT AIRVENTURE 2013
Planning for EAA AirVenture 2013 air operations is continuing as normal despite Friday's announcement that the Wittman
Regional Airport contract tower's year-round operations will
now end June 15 because of federal budget sequestration
mandates. The Wittman tower was among 149 contract towers
that the Federal Aviation Administration selected for closure as
part of the sequestration closure plan.
"While we're disappointed to learn of the Wittman tower closure, it's important for everyone to understand that air traffic
operations during and surrounding AirVenture will not be adversely affected," said Sean Elliott, EAA's vice president of
advocacy and safety. "It's important to separate the AirVenture air traffic operations with year-round activities at Oshkosh,
even as it is one of the state's five busiest airports throughout the year. We are continuing to work with FAA officials to
ensure that the highest levels of safety and coordination are maintained when Wittman becomes the world's busiest airport
during AirVenture." EAA Oshkosh Airventure7 is scheduled for July 23 – August 4, 2013. (EAA eHotline March 28, 2013)

NTSB ISSUES FIVE SAFETY ALERTS FOR GA PILOTS AND MECHANICS
The NTSB issued five safety alerts on March 12 that aim to highlight the five most frequent errors that cause general
aviation accidents. "We see the same types of accidents over and over again," said NTSB
Chairman Deborah Hersman. "What's especially tragic is that so many of these accidents
are entirely preventable." The alerts remind pilots to develop effective risk-management
strategies, pay close attention to maintenance issues and always conduct a careful
diagnostic flight after leaving the shop, be vigilant when flying at night or in reduced
visibility, and be sure to understand stalls and how to prevent them. One alert, aimed at
mechanics, reminds them to carefully follow procedures when conducting inspections and maintaining aircraft.
See below for the links.
Hersman said "We are promoting and distributing the alerts to reach pilots and mechanics who can benefit from these
lifesaving messages." The five safety alerts issued on March 12, as well as others that have been issued since 2004, are
posted online. The PowerPoint presentations that investigators made to the board on Tuesday also are archived online.
According to the NTSB, video of the board meeting will be posted online for 90 days. The NTSB writes “Take action to
improve your safety and the safety of your family and friends by following the suggestions in these NTSB Safety Alerts.
NTSB Safety Alerts provide safety information you can use, and urge you to encourage lawmakers to improve safety at the
State level.”
Aviation Safety
• Pilots: Manage Risks to Ensure Safety (SA-023) (112 KB) New!
• Mechanics: Manage Risks to Ensure Safety (SA-022) (113 KB) New!
(Information adapted from

AvWEBbiz 03/13/13 and the NTSB)

BIZJET ACCIDENTS INCREASED IN 2012
WILL THIS INCREASE CONTINUE IN 2013?
There have been several business jet crashes the first part of this year, 2013. On March 17 a Hawker Beechcraft 390
Premier IA jet crashed near the South Bend Regional Airport, South Bend, Indiana (KSBN). The private pilot and pilotrated-passenger occupying the cockpit seats were fatally injured. An additional two
passengers and one individual on the ground sustained serious injuries. After
mechanical difficulties caused the pilot to abort his first landing attempt, the airplane
made a second landing attempt with only the nose landing gear extended. Several
witnesses observed the airplane bounce several times on the runway before it ultimately
entered a climbing right turn. The airplane was then observed to enter a nose low
descent into a nearby residential community -- NTSB report. Then on March 04, 2013,
another Beechcraft Premier 390 crashed in Cranves-Sales, France. The aircraft was on
approach in a snowstorm when it hit a transformer and power lines and crashed. The
pilot and copilot were fatally injured; the sole passenger sustained serious injuries -NTSB report. Of course there was the Premier IA crash after an aborted landing near
Hawker Beechcraft 390 Premier IA
the Thomson, Georgia airport (HQU) on February 20 where the the pilot and copilot
(Beech file photo)
received severe injuries and five passengers died -- NTSB report.
According to Corporate Jet Investor there were more business jet accidents in 2012 than the previous year and American
operators were particularly hard hit. Corporate Jet Investor quotes an annual study by Robert E. Breiling Associates as
putting the world-wide total of business jet accidents in 2012 at 28, including seven fatal accidents. That's up from 25 total
accidents with four involving fatalities in 2011. Of the seven fatal accidents in 2012, five involved U.S.-registered aircraft,
where there were no U.S. planes involved in fatalities the previous year. The total number of fatalities was also up in 2012.
Business jet accidents killed 26 people in 2012 compared to 14 in 2011.
(Information adapted from multiple sources including AVwebBIZ, AVweb, Corporate Jet Investor, Daily Mail UK, Business-Jet-News, Plane and Pilot)

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 2013
Wednesday-Sunday, April 3 - 6: Sunstate Wing and Rotor Club Bensen Days Rotorcraft Fly-In: Wauchula, Florida at
the Wauchula Airport (KCHN). Website: Bensen Days or Bensen Days "This year, the event officially starts on
Wednesday April 3rd and wraps up Saturday the 6th. But we're not that "official," so feel free to come early and stay late.
Folks start arriving as much as a week early." UNICOM/CTAF 122.9 mhz. ZIP code 33873. GPS: 27º 30.82'N / 81º
52.84'W; RUNWAY: 18/35 4000' x 75' asphalt. Airport attended continuously. Fuel: 100LL Wauchula, Florida. For
airport info see: http://www.airnav.com/airport/KCHN For driving directions click on Wauchula Airport .
Friday - Saturday, April 5-6: Sport Aviation "Gathering" Barnwell County Airport, Barnwell, South Carolina
(BNL) CTAF/UNICOM: 122.8. The Sport Aviation Association (SAA) -- original founder: Paul H. Poberezny -- will hold
its first annual “gathering” of airplanes at the Barnwell Regional Airport.
See sportaviationassociation.org for more information of what’s planned.
According to the organizers, the SAA is more inclined toward "grassroots aviation" because EAA no longer seems to be
interested in our type airplanes and interests. All types of airplanes are welcome. There will be several forums each day
with some hands on demonstrations. Examples: prop carving demo, rib making , building wooden airplanes, engine
turning, etc. For more information, read about the "gathering" on the airport web site www.barnwellregionalairport.com .
This is the Friday-Saturday before the start of the Sun'n Fun Fly-in at Lakeland, Florida. The airport has plenty of 100LL,
93 Octane Mogas and Jet-A [ed. note: the cheapest 100LL in the area!]. Food will be available on the airport and there is
a courtesy van for any who might want to go into town to eat. Everything in town is less than two miles away. At present,
there are two motels locally. The Days Inn [ 803-541-5000 ] and Carolina Lodge [ 803-259-2014 ] and newly renovated
Winton Inn will be open in mid-March [ 803-259-5007 ]. Primitive camping is available on the airport. Restrooms are
located in the terminal as well as one in the big hangar. There is one shower in the terminal.
The airport has two usable runways: 17-35 and 5-23. In addition, there is a 2500 ft grass strip, on the south-east side of
and adjacent to runway 17-35. It will be marked with white marker panels prior to the SAA “Gathering” for those who
prefer landing on grass. Fly in and enjoy the two day event. We expect to have home builts, antiques, classics and ????
For specific information call the airport office at 803-259-1090 between the hours of 9 to 5 seven days a week or send an
email to barnwellairport@bellsouth.net
Sunday, April 7: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Rock Hill Airport, Rock Hill, South Carolina (KUZA).
CTAF/UNICOM: 123.05. ZIPcode 29732. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM.
Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click Rock Hill Airport for airport info. For
driving directions click on Driving Directions Rock Hill Airport .
Tuesday-Sunday, April 9 - 14: Sun 'n Fun® 2013 Fly-In: Lakeland, Florida, Lakeland Linder Regional Airport
(KLAL) http://www.sun-n-fun.org/ for details. UNICOM 122.95; CTAF 124.5 mhz. ZIP code 33811. See
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KLAL for airport info. For driving directions click on Linder Regional Airport
Saturday, April 13: EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA). Grits, bacon,
eggs! Great people to meet! A short business meeting will be around 10:00-10:30 AM after the meal. Runway 01/19:
2500' x 150' sod -- fair --; GPS: N33° 18.08' N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511 Boulineau Rd., Blythe,
Georgia, 30805. UNICOM 122.7 mhz. For more information contact Sid Brown (706) 814-8853 eMail:
sid@thesidbrowns.com or John Magnan (706) 547-3607 eMail: jcm2@earthlink.net Click HERE for directions
(both land and air). Click HERE for the Mapquest directions. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for
airport info. For the agenda click HERE.

Saturday, April 20: Central Georgia Peach Fly In Cameron Field Airport, Ft Valley, Georgia (GA81)(pvt.)
(UNICOM 122.9). On April 20th, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, there will be one of those rare fly ins that your wife will
want to go to. ( That is if the pilot is the husband! ) Lane Peach Packing plant, ( lanesouthernorchards.com ) sits in a
peach orchard and has a great restaurant in the front. Not only do they have the best peach cobbler you have ever
tasted but they also have peach ice cream, etc. Lane does pecans too. The restaurant has a great buffet line or you
can order your meal. Also there is a gift shop with all kinds of southern delicacies and fun items and you can sit in
one of the 40 or 50 big wooden rockers across the front porch while you snack. But here is the best part for the
pilots, there is a grass strip directly in front of the shop so while you enjoy your dessert you can watch planes come
and go directly over you
I'm Milford Shirley of FlightTime Radio ( flighttimeradio.com ) and we are planning on broadcasting our show
there live. For flight planning the strip is called Cameron, it is a north, south runway and the identifier is GA81. The
strip is 3,000 feet. Perry airport, ( KPXE ) is about 2 miles directly SE so you should be a little cautious for traffic
but this should be a fun little Saturday destination. By the way, the Lane Packing Plant says that for any pilot and
spouse they will give you a free dessert or 10% off your meal. The event is planned for 10 to 4. If anyone is planning
on joining us please drop us a note if you can, but it's not necessary - milford@flighttimeradio.com
See you in Georgia! Milford
Sunday, April 21: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Myrtle Beach Hardee Airpark, Loris, South Carolina
(SC21). CTAF/UNICOM: 123.7 ZIPcode 29569. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast: Between 9:00 & 9:30 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC21 for airport info. For driving directions click on M.B. Hardee Airport .
Thursday, April 25: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly non-business
social gathering held on the fourth Thursday.This month's location is the French Market Grille, 425 Highland Ave,
Augusta, Georgia 30909. Phone number: 706-737-4865. The French Market Grille Website: French Market . For a
map and directions, click on: French Market directions. For questions contact Shirley Harden 706-855-1553 e-mail:
ghardensr@comcast.net .
Sunday, April 28: SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB Broxton-Bridge Plantation Airport, Ehrhardt, South
Carolina (SC55)(pvt.). UNICOM: 122.9. Turf runway. ZIPcode: 29081. Arrival: 7:30 - 9:00 AM. Breakfast:
Between 9:00 & 9:30 - 11:00 AM. Departure: 11:30 AM. Questions: Contact Anne Hawkins (803) 432-9595. Click
http://www.airnav.com/airport/SC55 for airport info. For driving directions click on Broxton-Bridge .

May 2013
Saturday, May 4: Hangar Party 7:00 - 11:00 PM You are invited to the following event:
"Party Down For The Playground! Retro Style!" Hangar Party Featuring Music By Retro Vertigo!
Date: Saturday, May 4, 2013 from 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM (EDT)
Location: Greenville Downtown Airport, Airport Road Extension, Greenville, SC 29607 (KGMU)
View Map
Get your tickets today! Help us raise money to add playground equipment and a picnic pavilion to the new
community aviation themed park at the Greenville Downtown Airport, while having fun with your friends hanging
out, listening and dancing to... Read More
Saturday, May 11: Monthly meeting of the EAA 172 Members 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA). A
short business meeting will be around 1:00 PM after the meal. Runway 01/19: 2500' x 150' sod -- fair --; GPS: N33°
18.08' N / 82° 10.46' W; Elevation 434' , 4511 Boulineau Rd., Blythe, Georgia, 30805. UNICOM 122.7 mhz. For
more information contact Sid Brown (706) 814-8853 eMail: sid@thesidbrowns.com or John Magnan (706) 547-3607
eMail: jcm2@earthlink.net Click HERE for directions (both land and air). Click HERE for the Mapquest
directions. Click http://www.airnav.com/airport/61GA for airport info. For the meeting agenda click HERE.

NAME THAT PLANE

Travel Air 5000
The Travel Air 5000 was an early monoplane design by Clyde Cessna. It was a high wing monoplane with conventional landing
gear. The fuselage was constructed of welded steel tubing. The cockpit was configured to be fully enclosed, but at least one model
was built with the pilot exposed above the wing. Only 14 Travel Air 5000s were built. The Travel Air 5000s were developed by
Wichita, Kansas, based Travel Air Manufacturing Co., which was founded in 1925 by three young aircraft designers — Walter
Beech, Clyde Cessna and Lloyd Stearman. One of the airplanes provided Fort Worth, Texas, with its first scheduled interstate
passenger airlines service at Meacham Field in 1927. Fort Worth business leaders began working to put Fort Worth on a NAT
(National Air Transport) mail service route. In November 1925, the airline was awarded a contract by the U.S. Post Office to carry
mail between Fort Worth and Chicago. Bill Morris, who researches aviation history, documented the Travel Air 5000's story. "By
transferring its airmail operations to private companies, the government effectively created the commercial aviation industry in the
United States," Morris wrote. Initially, NAT moved mail on 10 Curtiss "Carrier Pigeons," open-cockpit biplanes designed for
airmail delivery. But the airline soon wanted to add passenger service to the mail flights.
With their enclosed cabins, the planes could fit four passengers behind the pilot, Morris said. But they had to squeeze in with the
bags of mail. "If you had a big load of mail, you might only be able to put three passengers in there," he said. "If it's Christmas time
and you have a bunch of packages, you definitely aren't going to fit four. There was no center aisle and certainly no stewardess."
The tight seating meant the Travel Air 5000's time was limited. Looking to expand passenger service, NAT replaced the 5000s with
14-passenger Ford Trimotors by 1931.
(Data and information from The Atlanta Journal-Constitution/The Associated Press, Wikipedia, Blog – Delta.com, A Brief History of the Travel Air Type
5000, Ed Coates Collection, Star-Telegram)

Travel Air 5000 Specifications
General characteristics
Capacity: 4 passengers
Length: 30 ft 5 in
Wingspan: 51 ft 7 in
Height: 8 ft 5 in
Wing area: 312 sq ft
Empty weight: 2,160 lb
Gross weight: 3,600 lb
200-hp., nine-cylinder
Wright J-4 Whirlwind, air-cooled radial engine
Fuel capacity: 75 gal
Performance
Maximum speed: 107 kn; (123 mph)
Cruise speed: 94 kn; (108 mph)
Landing speed & Stall speed: 48 kn; (55 mph)
Service ceiling: 13,600 ft
Rate of climb: 750 ft/min

From Delta Airlines Blog: When we started
carrying passengers in 1929, we engaged potential
customers by phone calls, in-person presentations
to businesses and local clubs, and print media:
letters, small black & white newspaper ads, a
couple of brochures and flyers. This was our first
color ad from 1930.

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also
wanted the mailed version you need to contact the club Secretary at EAA172@jcmservices.net
and indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date,
which for May is April 29, which is also the deadline for any articles for the May issue. Note that
mail has recently slowed so it may take at least two days from the mailing date for you to receive
the newsletter. Mailing the Pea Patch Post costs EAA 172 $18 annually per recipient. Also note
that if you have the newsletter mailed, and do not inform the EAA 172 Secretary about an
address change, the Postal Service will charge you a 50 cent fee for mail forwarding.

