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PLANE
April, 2012

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

At our April meeting you should see something different – name tags for
everyone. Some have asked if we could have name tags because with so many
members no one knows everyone. In the club house there will be a board with
a name tag with your name on it. Please find your name tag and clip it on your
shirt. When you leave, please put your name tag back on the board. For
visitors there will be sticky-backed name tags where names can be written. If I
have missed creating a tag for someone, please let me know.
I had the Eagle down for some maintenance in the middle of our winter.
The main project was to repair the exhaust. One of the mounting brackets had
broken off. If the other side should break I would lose the whole thing, so
thought it was wiser to have it fixed before that happened.
The other thing I was working on was the smoke system. There has been
one in the plane since I bought it, but I never used it. Last year I worked on it
some, replacing the pump and injectors, but still not success. I tried using used
transmission oil for the smoke, but not much came out, so let it sit for a year.
This year I got some “real” smoke oil from the generous folks at Daniel field
and tried again. There was more success, but still an on-again, off-again
situation.
It appeared that the flop tube in the smoke oil tank had maybe stiffened up,
so I pumped out the tank to replace it. I think I found the problem right there
… the stuff that came out of the bottom of the tank was as thick as a
strawberry shake! The oil pump couldn’t handle that. The tank is cleaned out
now. The flop tube appeared good, so I put it back in. Now I just need to
replace a leaky oil line and I can try that again.
While the plane was apart I decided to lubricate the mixture and prop
control cables. While cycling the prop cable, the button popped off the end.
This is the third time in four years, so time to get a new one of those as well.
I also tightened up the friction on the throttle cable as it would no longer
stay where you put it. It’s not very convenient to hold your hand on the
throttle all the time.
The Eagle is all back together now and running good. With a good wash and
coat of wax it will be ready for the summer season!

April Meeting
The next meeting will be April 14th. This is our breakfast meeting, so
please bring an appropriate dish to pass. The Al Patton Scholarship recipients
will tell us about their flight training status and experiences.
Fly safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172

March 10, 2012
Before the meeting 37 members, their families, and visitors enjoyed a delicious meal of catfish,
fries, onion rings and many sidedishes and desserts. These were prepared by our masterful chefs
Steve Thomson, Dennis Allen, Sid Brown, Ron Haley, and Gary Harden. The Aerospouses set out
the side dishes. Four aircraft flew in: Ed Booth in his RV-7, Sue, Bill, and Marlyn Couch in their
Cessna 185A, Al and Mikayla Nodorft in his Christen Eagle II, and Barnwell visitors Bud
Coward and Tom Cofer in Bud’s Piper Cub J3C-65. We welcomed visitors Sue Couch, Bill’s
daughter (who piloted the C185A), and Joe Britt’s mother. At 12:3 PM Pierre Smith gave the
invocation and everyone enjoyed the meal. Club President Al Nodorft called the business meeting
to order at 1:11 PM. Al thanked all who prepared the meal and decorated the clubhouse with the
St. Patrick’s day décor.
Old Business: Joe Britt moved to accept the minutes for the last meeting. Charles Lewis seconded the motion and it was
approved.
New Business: Al Nodorft reminded everyone about the roofing party to be held on Saturday, March 24th. He said that Steve
Thompson would lead the group. It will start around 8:00 AM. Al will have an e-mail sent out if there are more details.
Virginia Bush said that the next EAA 172 eat-out would be Thursday, March 22nd at the French Market Grille in Augusta.
Sheila Connell will be handling the location for the eat-out for April.
Pierre Smith moved that the business meeting adjourn. The motion was seconded by George Weiss and the business meeting
adjourned at 1:19 PM. Members then stayed to listen to Charles Lewis give a presentation about Naval Aviation.
Program: Charles Lewis gave a very interesting presentation about Naval
Aviation and his involvement in it. He said he is a blue & gold officer for the
Naval Academy. In the Navy he had many activities. He piloted both the A-6 and
the EA6B which he was flying at the end of his career. He was flying for 18
years before he was behind a desk. He flew off three carriers: the Ranger, the
Saratoga, and the Nimitz, his favorite. He played a video showing some of his
activities while on the U.S.S. Nimitz. Charles talked about the value of aircraft
carriers. Also he discussed the daily activities of the pilots on carriers. He
described how aircraft land and take off from carriers.
There was also a Board Meeting after the regular meeting. During that meeting Treasurer Don Bush discussed the bank where we
keep our money. It seems that the bank is increasing the checking charges. Chairman Al Nodorft said that we should have name tags
and a name tag board by the next meeting. Al also said that Frank Christian would be happy to take photos for those who wanted to
have photos of themselves and their aircraft on the wall in the front room of the clubhouse.

The visiting Cub from Barnwell

The meal for Saturday (April 14) will be a breakfast meeting. Please bring some sidedish or salad or a sweet (cake,
pie, rolls, cookies, etc.) that will enhance the meal for your fellow club members. Having a wide selection of sides at a
meal certainly embellishes our club fellowship!

EAA 172 RE-ROOFING PARTY

No, it’s not the EAA 172 clubhouse. Our aerospouses are
far more attractive than the farmospouses in the photo!
It’s a 1916 photo of a barn re-roofing party. Hope we
can get as many workers as they had, at our re-roofing
party.

Trailer with building materials ready for the
clubhouse work.

April 14, 2012

WORK RESCHEDULED
After breakfast on Saturday, April 14 there will be an EAA 172 Re-Roofing Party (rescheduled from March 24 & 31) We
will be putting a new roof on the club house. Steve Thompson will be leading the effort, but we need a lot of volunteers to
make this easy and short work. If we have extra people there are other clean up items that can be taken care of. Please bring
any appropriate tools that you may have to help put on a new roof on the clubhouse, as well as repair some roofing support
boards for the clubhouse. Refreshments and lunch will be provided.
We appreciate your support!
EAA 172 Board Members

JOYCE NEWMAN
Some club members may not know that Joyce Ann Newman, Al Newman, Sr.’s
wife, was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in early March. Joyce was at our
January and February meetings and helped out, as she usually did, in the meal
preparations. She also enjoyed her husband Al’s presentation about his activities
in World War II at the February 11th meeting. Word was received in March
that on March 9th she was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and was admitted
to MCG on Monday, March 12th. After some tests and procedures the doctors
gave her a negative prognosis and she was moved home from the hospital with a
hospital bed and they had called in Hospice Care. As of April 4th the word
received from the family is that she has terminal pancreatic cancer, and is being
kept pain free with hospice care in the home. Freeman Newman, her son, wrote,
“She still recognizes our voices when we speak to her. Please keep Dad in your
thoughts and prayers.”
Their address is:
Alfred Newman, Sr., 209 Sherwood Dr., Augusta, GA 30909
Joyce at the club 2010 Christmas Party.

OTHER AIRCRAFT FLOWN BY CHARLES LEWIS
AS WELL AS THE CARRIERS HE WAS ON
(click graphics for further information)

Grumman A-6 Intruder
The Grumman A-6 Intruder was an American, twin jet-engine, mid-wing attack aircraft built by Grumman Aerospace. In
service with the U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps between 1963 and 1997, the Intruder was
designed as an all-weather medium attack aircraft to replace the piston-engined A-1
Skyraider. The A-6E was the definitive attack version of the Intruder with vastly upgraded
navigation and attack systems, introduced in 1970 and first deployed on 9 December 1971.
The earlier separate search and track (fire control) radars of the A-6A/B/C were replaced by
a single Norden AN/APQ-148 multi-mode radar, and onboard computers with a more
sophisticated (and generally more reliable) IC based system, as opposed to the A-6A's
DIANE discrete transistor-based technology. A new AN/ASN-92 inertial navigation system
was added, along with the CAINS (Carrier Aircraft Intertial Navigation System), for greater navigation accuracy.

USS Saratoga
USS Saratoga (CV/CVA/CVB-60), was one of four Forrestal- class supercarriers built for the US Navy in the 1950s.
Saratoga was the sixth US Navy ship, and the second aircraft carrier, to be named for
the Battle of Saratoga in the American Revolutionary War.
Commissioned in 1956, she spent most of her career in the Mediterranean, but also
participated in the Vietnam War. One of her last operational duties was to participate
in Operation Desert Storm. Saratoga was decommissioned in 1994, and is currently
stored in Newport, Rhode Island. Multiple unsuccessful attempts have been made to
preserve her as a museum ship, and she is currently slated for disposal.

USS Ranger
The seventh USS Ranger (CV/CVA-61) is one of four Forrestal-class supercarriers built for the US
Navy in the 1950s. Commissioned in 1957, she served extensively in the Pacific, especially the Vietnam
War, for which she earned 13 battle stars. Near the end of her career she also served in the Indian Ocean
and Persian Gulf. She was decommissioned in 1993, and is being stored at Bremerton, Washington. A
foundation in Oregon is currently trying to acquire her as a museum, to be berthed on the Columbia
River at Fairview, Oregon.
Ranger had the distinction of being the first US carrier built from the very beginning as an angled deck ship. She appeared on
television in The Six Million Dollar Man, Baa Baa Black Sheep and in the films Top Gun, Star Trek IV, The Final
Countdown, and Flight of the Intruder.

and Charles’ favorite carrier: the USS Nimitz
USS Nimitz (CVN-68) is a supercarrier in the United States Navy, the lead ship of her class. She is one of the largest
warships in the world. She was laid down, launched and commissioned as CVAN-68 but was
redesignated CVN 68 (nuclear-powered multimission aircraft carrier) on 30 June 1975 as part of
the fleet realignment of that year. The ship was named for World War II Pacific fleet commander
Chester W. Nimitz, who was the Navy’s last fleet admiral.
Nimitz was homeported at Naval Station Norfolk until 1987, when she was relocated to Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, Washington. Following her Refueling and Complex
Overhaul in 2001, her homeport was changed to NAS North Island in San Diego, California. Nimitz’s home port was
changed to Everett, Washington, in 2010. This move is expected to save the Navy $100 million.

WRENS FLYBOYS & AIRPORT HAPPENINGS
Rick Revels

Several Projects have started or are on-going at the Wrens airport hanger since January, 2012. Terry Stout has been
restoring a Taylorcraft for some time now. It is beginning to take shape in the form of some meticulous work. Slow
going, but Terry wants it to be one of his best projects. That means a lot of painstaking details to accomplish, if it’s
going to be done right. Hopefully we will continue to track his progress in the future. Come by and check it out. I bet
you’ll be surprised at how well it’s shaping up. Some photos of Terry's work are below.

Rick Revels has his single seat Titan Tornado ready for sale. Also he has his new Titan Tornado II getting some sweet
maintenance done on it. Sid Brown has completed the rewiring of his Challenger, and is waiting for spring. He is also
close to finishing his Light Sport Pilot rating. Ralph Powell is working on a replacement fuel tank for his Nieuport 11.
Shane Nothdurft has a new Cherokee 140 and has started flight lessons from Will Robertson, working towards a
private pilot rating. Ross Wheeler is ready to solo his RAF 2000 gyro very soon. That’s about it for now. Hopefully
more next month.

FAA MEDICAL RENEWALS TO ONLY BE ON-LINE
If you’re a certificated private pilot (not a Sports Pilot) and never use the Internet, you will soon lose your flying privileges.
[ed.note: This is “preaching to the choir” since you are reading this on-line, but this was also in the
printed, mailed newsletter sent to non-internet savvy members.] On March 8, 2012, the FAA officially
announced that as of October 1, 2012, Pilots seeking to renew a medical certificate will be required
to complete the application online, prior to the examination, using the “FAA MedXpress” system.
OFFICIAL NOTICE. They will no longer accept paper forms and require that if you want to apply
for or renew your medical you must go on-line. The FAA says the change was prompted by the
complex and burdensome costs, logistics, and resources needed to revise, reprint and redistribute the forms worldwide. The
agency believes doing that online is simply more efficient. Click HERE for the official DOT release.
That virtual (on-line) form was introduced in 2007 and "has evolved considerably, streamlining FAA medical certification
into a much more efficient and seamless process," says the FAA. The paper form many pilots are used to has been deemed
redundant and obsolete, and it will be going away this fall. Right now, you don't need to make any changes. But the online
from is fully operational and ready for use. AOPA has expressed concerns about maintaining privacy. (Information adapted from
multiple sources March 8-12, 2012, including AOPA ePilot and the FAA)

SHORT FINAL
AVweb March 12, 2012

A few years ago, during the Annual Air Spectacular at a usually very quiet Baldonnel Military
Air Field:
ATC (to US military Grumman A10 Warthog on finals for a fly-by and demo):
"Caution. Cyclist crossing the active runway."
A10 (hopefully jokingly) : "Do you want me to take him out?"

COULD TRUCKERS CAUSE YOU TO CRASH?
What if you were on final to one of the larger airports in the area such as Augusta Regional (AGS), Daniel Field (DNL),
Aiken, SC (AIK), or Thomson-McDuffie (IIY) using your fancy new GPS avionics. You pass over I-20, Bobby Jones
Freeway, or Highway 25 (near Bush) and suddenly lose your GPS signal and have to switch to the
“legacy” old-time equipment. Hopefully the conditions and time are VFR day. Is it your expensive
equipment or problems with the GPS signal? Or could it be some trucker or rental car driver on the
highway below.
It seems that more truckers, company delivery truck, and rental car drivers are using GPS jammers.
These are now easily obtainable on eBay for less than $30. GPS is often used to track delivery trucks
as well as rental cars. It is also used for the OnStar system in regular passenger cars. It is also used
in the new ELTs. Because the most common jammers today are low powered, their main threat is to
lower-altitude aircraft on a GPS, GPS/WAAS or GPS/RNP approach and on the airport surface, where GPS-driven airport
maps are being used. Aviation International News (AIN) reported last year on the collateral jamming of the ground-based
augmentation system (GBAS) at Newark, which suffered random and unpredictable shutdowns that were eventually found to
be caused by jammers in trucks travelling along the nearby New Jersey Turnpike. The only cure for the problem was to move
the four GBAS antennas farther infield to a point out of range of the jammers. One UK report stated that over a six-month
period in 2011, twenty dedicated GPS signal monitors spread across the country had recorded between 50 and 450 deliberate
interference events every day. Of these, almost all were attributed to small, low-powered, cheap devices. In November, 2011,
the Department of Homeland Security reportedly introduced a U.S. nationwide GPS monitoring project called Patriot Watch,
similar to the system in the UK. See this list from the FAA of GNSS - GPS/WAAS Approaches. Is your airport on it?
GPS jamming is illegal in the U.S. and the UK but seems to be legal in Canada and many other countries. See this FCC
Notice and Warning. Nevertheless, several thousand are reportedly in use in Britain and more than 100,000 in the U.S. Some
buyers will feel more protected with a more powerful, longer-range jammer, and these too are now available on the Internet.
This of course raises the threat level since, depending on their antenna configuration, they increase the likelihood of higheraltitude interference, with a consequent impact on ADS-B. On Sept. 10, 2001, the Department of Transportation had warned
that the weakness of the signals made GPS equipment vulnerable to deliberate jamming. These warnings were ignored.
Undoubtedly GPS jamming will increase and, as we move further into a satellite-based NextGen environment, its interference
will become more noticeable. This raises two key questions (not only for NextGen but also for all other critical GPS
applications). For aviation, will GPS reach the point of no longer being totally dependable? Second, if so, are the backup
systems proposed for NextGen adequate for the long-term future?
(Information adapted from AINonline April, 2012, and also information from eBay, the FAA, the FCC, and DOT)

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: A person lives in an area where there are numerous antennas, some
of which have a variety of lights on them. He wonders why some lights are red while others are white.
Sometimes they flash; sometimes they don't. And some antennas have no lights. Is there a rule that
determines the color or type of lights on the antennas, and whether an antenna should have lights?
According to AOPA: Any permanent or temporary structure, including all accessories, that exceeds an
overall height of 200 feet agl or exceeds any obstruction standard contained in 14 CFR Part 77, should
normally be marked and/or lighted. The lighting and marking of these obstructions is discussed in FAA
Advisory Circular 70/7460-1K, “Obstruction Marking and Lighting.” There are too many variances of
marking and lighting requirements to discuss here, but Chapters 2 through 4 provide the basic guidelines.
This Month’s Question: Is a private pilot who is out of medical allowed to fly off the Phase 1 hours of
his LSA homebuilt?

2012 BSA Merit Badge University
On Saturday, March 10, EAA 172 Member Steve Amster held the aviation merit badge training for the Boy Scouts of
America in Thomson. He conducted the BSA Merit Badge University of the local
Georgia-Carolina Council. He said that this was his fourth year in this activity. He wrote
on March 12: “All went well Saturday for Aviation Merit Badge. Eight Scouts
participated. All had a brief flight in my Skyhawk. Mr. Karl Keller (Troop 7, N.
Augusta and former military and civilian helicopter pilot and current A&P) and retired
LTC David Titus (commercial/instrument SEL, former national commander Military
Order of the World Wars, former Columbia Co. Commissioner, and Chairman of
Columbia Co. Cares food bank) assisted -- LTC Titus for the second time. Perhaps next year, Chapter
172 can participate.”

HERE ARE SOME PHOTOS FROM THE EVENT

SUN 'N FUN: THIS YEAR AND LAST
This year, pilots and spectators enjoyed beautiful weather out at the Sun 'n Fun fly-in and airshow, which wrapped up in
Lakeland, Florida, on Sunday, April 1st. Was it as packed as in years past, even after last year’s tornado touchdown? Sun 'n
Fun officials say yes – and in
some cases record-breaking.
"Our gate traffic for Friday
alone was a record in the 38
years we've been putting on
Sun 'n Fun," Sun 'n Fun
president John Leenhouts said.
All of this year’s sunshine
came in sharp contrast to last
year's event, when a tornado
touched down, causing damage to planes and the property. But Sun 'n Fun officials said that did not deter this year's crowds.
As for pilots, there had been talk of many boycotting the event because of the way the tornado situation was handled.
Leenhouts admits fewer home-built plane pilots came this year. However, Sun 'n Fun saw an increase in general aviation and
war-bird pilots. "When we finally got it into the press that we were not taking any of those individuals to court over the fact
that they had torn up the ground through EPA violations, they understood that we had done the right thing, so they all came
back," Leenhouts said.
Leenhouts also said new storm-ready procedures were carried out this year when they had some brief inclement weather on
Saturday. It's one of the changes they've made to keep the event a safe experience for guests.
(Information adapted from multiple sources, including AvWeb , AOPA e-Pilot, 03/02/12, Tampa Bay News 9 - 04/01/12)

Owners Off The Hook For Sun’n Fun Tornado Cleanup
Owners whose aircraft were damaged in last year's Sun 'n Fun tornado will not be stuck with any
of the cleanup costs after all. In a statement, Sun 'n Fun President Lites Leenhouts said the
organization has paid all outstanding invoices and will not be billing individuals for the costs. Last
October Sun 'n Fun asked the 30 aircraft owners affected to submit their share of about $90,000 in
towing and cleanup costs to their own insurers after Sun 'n Fun's underwriter decided it was not
responsible for those costs. Leenhouts said about 40 percent of the money was recovered that way
and Sun 'n Fun paid the rest. "Sun 'n Fun has paid this remaining balance in good faith on behalf
Sun’n Fun last year (2011)
of those who chose not to submit the bill to their insurance company or who did not carry
insurance," Leenhouts said. "At no time has Sun 'n Fun requested that the aircraft owner[s] pay their bill[s] directly.”
(Information from AvWeb 03/19/12)

However, if you read the statement Sun’n Fun gave last year, the organizers did request that the aircraft owners pay for the
damages. For that reason, many pilots did not fly to Sun’n Fun this year – they believed that the organizers could not be
trusted and were unreliable. In the October 31, 2011, AvWeb there is a report that in a podcast interview, SNF spokesman
Jim Bernegger said the show's insurers did not cover those expenses because they consider them the responsibility of the
individual owners and their insurance carriers. “Individual bills vary with the circumstances of the wreckage removal and the
amount of oil, fuel and other pollutants spilled as a result, but all the bills are in the thousands of dollars” to be paid by the
plane owners.

TERRAFUGIA TRANSITION NOW BOTH STREET AND AIR LEGAL
Next year, let’s say that you need to get to an appointment in north Atlanta. You get in your car and head out on I-20. Just as
you pass Belair Road you say to yourself “Hell, I’m going to be late to this important business appointment. I should have
started an hour ago.” You then get off the freeway at the
truck weigh station near Harlem (which is closed, as
usual, but a good place to get off on a road without any
traffic). You stop your car at the beginning of the weigh
station on-ramp to I-20, press some buttons, and within a
minute your car is an airplane. You get out and do a preflight, get back in and put on your headset, check for any
traffic on I-20, spin up your prop, do your takeoff run,
and soon are flying at 115 mph toward Brown Field
(FTY). You land there, take the taxiway to the parking ramp, press a couple of
buttons, and then drive through the gate as a car and make it to your appointment on time.
This scenario is possible if you are one of the more than 100 people who have placed $10,000 deposit for the Terrafugia
Transition, which became street legal last month through the NHTSA (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration).
You could have seen this car with its folding wings on ABC's "Good Morning America" April 2. It didn't fly into the city, but
GMA 's George Stephanopoulos did get to sit in the cockpit. The car/plane was there for the International Auto Show.
Woburn, Mass.-based Terrafugia Inc. said on April 2nd that its prototype flying car has completed its first flight on March
23rd, bringing the company closer to its goal of selling the flying car within the next year. It flew at 1,400 feet AGL for eight
minutes. See this NBC report. An earlier version of the airplane (N302TF) flew in 2009, providing data that helped in the
design of the current prototype. The current version is scheduled to complete the flight testing required to qualify as a light
sport aircraft, with first deliveries expected within a year. The Federal Aviation Administration had agreed to classify the
Terrafugia Transition as a Light Sport Aircraft, even though the vehicle is 120 pounds too heavy to qualify for that class. Its
creators, which include former NASA engineers, say the vehicle is easy to keep and run because it can fit into a normal
domestic garage and uses regular gas. It measures 19 ft long and just 5 ft 6 in. wide when the wings are folded up, but they
have a full span of 27 ft. It uses rear wheel drive on the road and gets 35 mpg. It only has a top speed of 65-70 mph as a car.
Aircraft cruise speed is 115 mph at 5 gallons per hour with its Rotax 912 ULS engine.
Very good information about the Terrafugia Transition seems to be in a July, 2011, article in the UK's Daily Mail's Mail
OnLine though the price listed in 2011 was $200,000. In April, 2012, Flying Magazine interviewed Terrafugia's Richard
Gersh, the company’s VP of business development, and obtained some good information about the flying car.
The cost? As of March, 2012, $279,000 – but a Cessna 162 Skycatcher, a real fancy Light Sport aircraft, will put you back
$150,000 (some believe the end of 2012 delivery price will be $200,000) and you can't drive it from the airport and put it in
your garage.

EAA 172
Breakfast Fly-in
April 14, 9:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Meeting
May 12, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172
Wrens O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in
June 8, 6:00 PM at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J), Wrens, GA
“Bring your own meat” meal, club supplies the extras (except sidedishes).

June 9, 9:00 AM at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J), Wrens, GA
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EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, April 26: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly non-business
social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month it is at the Garlic Clove Italian Eatery, 4534 Washington
Rd, Evans, GA 30809 (new location). Phone: 706-364-7377. For restaurant information and directions, click on:
Garlic Clove Eatery . For questions contact Sheila Connell 803-279-7250 e-mail: conl6356@comcast.net . On the Web
go to nightout.jcmservices.net

EAA 172 CALENDAR for 2012 (as modified 03/01/12)
January 14 – Saturday: Club Meeting. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
February 11 – Saturday: Chili Cook-off at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
March 10 - Saturday: EAA 172 Fish Fry Fly-in. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: March 21 – 25: Bensen Days Rotorcraft Fly-in Wauchula, FL.
NOTE: March 27–April 1: Sun 'n Fun7 2012 Fly-In. Lakeland, FL.
NOTE: April 8: Easter.
April 14 - Saturday: EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Pea Patch.
NOTE: April 28 – 29: Warner Robins airshow. Vidalia Airshow was cancelled.
May 12 – Saturday: Club Meeting. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: May 13: Mother’s Day.
June 9 - Saturday: EAA 172 O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in, Wrens airport.
July 14 - Saturday: EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-In. Food at 12:30 PM. at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: July 23-July 29: Monday-Sunday: EAA Oshkosh Airventure7 2012. Oshkosh, WI.
NOTE: July 31-August 4: PRA Rotorcraft International Convention. Mentone, IN.
August 11 – EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: September 5-9: Wednesday-Sunday: Triple Tree Fly-in. Woodruff, SC.
September 8 – Saturday: Club Meeting. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: September 9: Sunday: Bob Rhodes Barbecue Fly-in.
NOTE: September 28-30: Friday-Sunday: Wings Over North Georgia Fly-in, Rome, GA.
October 5-6: Friday, Saturday: EAA 172 Fall Fly-In at the Wrens airport.
October 6: Saturday: EAA 172 Fall Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-10:00 AM at the Wrens airport.
NOTE: October 20-21: Saturday-Sunday: Boshears Skyfest 2012. Daniel Field, Augusta, GA.
NOTE: October 26-28: Mid-Atlantic Fly-in & Aviation Convention, Lumberton, NC.
November 10: Saturday: Keith Brock Memorial Fly-in. Millen, GA.
December 8: Saturday: EAA 172 Christmas Party 12:30 PM. Pea Patch Aerodrome.

NAME THAT PLANE
EA-6B Prowler
The Northrop Grumman (formerly Grumman) EA-6B Prowler is a twin-engine, mid-wing electronic warfare aircraft
modified from the basic A-6 Intruder airframe. The EA-6B has been in service with the U.S. Armed Forces from 1971
through the present, during which it has carried out numerous missions for jamming enemy radar systems, and in gathering
radio intelligence on those and other enemy air defense systems. In addition, the EA-6B is capable of carrying and firing antiradiation missiles (ARM), such as the the HARM missile. The aircrew of the EA-6B consists of one pilot and three
Electronic Countermeasures Officers, though it is not uncommon for only 2 ECMOs to be used on missions.
Specifications (EA-6B)
(Data from US Navy Fact File)
General characteristics
Crew: four (one pilot, three electronic countermeasures officers)
Length: 59 ft 10 in
Wingspan: 53 ft
Height: 16 ft 8 in
Wing area: 528.9 ft²
Empty weight: 31,160 lb
Max. takeoff weight: 61,500 lb
Powerplant: 2 × Pratt & Whitney J52-P408A turbojet, 10,400 lb/f each
Performance
Maximum speed: 566 knots (651 mph)
Cruise speed: 418 kt (481 mph)
Range: 2,022 mi (tanks kept) / 2,400 mi (tanks dropped)
Service ceiling: 37,600 ft
Rate of climb: 12,900 ft/min
Wing loading: 116 lb/ft²
Armament
Guns: None
Hardpoints: 5 total: 1× centerline/under-fuselage plus 4× under-wing pylon stations with a capacity of 18,000 pounds and
provisions to carry combinations of:
Missiles: Up to 4× AGM-45 Shrike or AGM-88 HARM Anti-radiation missiles
Other:
Up to 4× 300 US gallons external drop tanks (only pylon stations 1, 2, 4, 5 are wet-plumbed)
Up to 5× AN/ALQ-99 Tactical Jamming System (TJS) external pods
Avionics
AN/ALQ-99 on board receiver (OBS), AN/ALQ-99 pod mounted jamming system (TJS)
USQ-113 communications jamming system

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also wanted
the mailed version you need to contact club Secretary John Magnan at jcm2@earthlink.net and
indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date, which
for May is April 25 which is also the deadline for any articles for the May issue.

Sport Aviation EAA Chapter 172 Membership Form
Name: ______________________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Spouse or Significant Other’s Name: _______________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Anniversary date (day, month) _______________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: ____________
Home phone: __________________ Cell phone: ____________________ Other: ___________________
Business phone: ________________________
Email address: _________________________
Even if you have email would you like to save the club $12
annually and receive the newsletter only by e-mail, not by USPS mail – check here if you agree: ❑
EAA Number (if you belong to the national EAA): _______________
If you’re a pilot, your ratings: _____________________________________ Hours: ______
Aircraft owned, including tail number: ___________________________________________
Please complete this form and return it to:
Don Bush, EAA 172 Treasurer
3076 Old Waynesboro Rd.
Hephzibah, Georgia 30815-6791
EAA 172 Membership for 2012
Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $30.
Thank you for your support!

