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PLANE
April, 2012

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

At our April meeting you should see something different – name tags for
everyone. Some have asked if we could have name tags because with so many
members no one knows everyone. In the club house there will be a board with
a name tag with your name on it. Please find your name tag and clip it on your
shirt. When you leave, please put your name tag back on the board. For
visitors there will be sticky-backed name tags where names can be written. If I
have missed creating a tag for someone, please let me know.
I had the Eagle down for some maintenance in the middle of our winter.
The main project was to repair the exhaust. One of the mounting brackets had
broken off. If the other side should break I would lose the whole thing, so
thought it was wiser to have it fixed before that happened.
The other thing I was working on was the smoke system. There has been
one in the plane since I bought it, but I never used it. Last year I worked on it
some, replacing the pump and injectors, but still not success. I tried using used
transmission oil for the smoke, but not much came out, so let it sit for a year.
This year I got some “real” smoke oil from the generous folks at Daniel field
and tried again. There was more success, but still an on-again, off-again
situation.
It appeared that the flop tube in the smoke oil tank had maybe stiffened up,
so I pumped out the tank to replace it. I think I found the problem right there
… the stuff that came out of the bottom of the tank was as thick as a
strawberry shake! The oil pump couldn’t handle that. The tank is cleaned out
now. The flop tube appeared good, so I put it back in. Now I just need to
replace a leaky oil line and I can try that again.
While the plane was apart I decided to lubricate the mixture and prop
control cables. While cycling the prop cable, the button popped off the end.
This is the third time in four years, so time to get a new one of those as well.
I also tightened up the friction on the throttle cable as it would no longer
stay where you put it. It’s not very convenient to hold your hand on the
throttle all the time.
The Eagle is all back together now and running good. With a good wash and
coat of wax it will be ready for the summer season!

April Meeting
The next meeting will be April 14th. This is our breakfast meeting, so
please bring an appropriate dish to pass. The Al Patton Scholarship recipients
will tell us about their flight training status and experiences.
Fly safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172

March 10, 2012
Before the meeting 37 members, their families, and visitors enjoyed a delicious meal of catfish,
fries, onion rings and many sidedishes and desserts. These were prepared by our masterful chefs
Steve Thomson, Dennis Allen, Sid Brown, Ron Haley, and Gary Harden. The Aerospouses set out
the side dishes. Four aircraft flew in: Ed Booth in his RV-7, Sue, Bill, and Marlyn Couch in their
Cessna 185A, Al and Mikayla Nodorft in his Christen Eagle II, and Barnwell visitors Bud
Coward and Tom Cofer in Bud’s Piper Cub J3C-65. We welcomed visitors Sue Couch, Bill’s
daughter (who piloted the C185A), and Joe Britt’s mother. At 12:3 PM Pierre Smith gave the
invocation and everyone enjoyed the meal. Club President Al Nodorft called the business meeting
to order at 1:11 PM. Al thanked all who prepared the meal and decorated the clubhouse with the
St. Patrick’s day décor.
Old Business: Joe Britt moved to accept the minutes for the last meeting. Charles Lewis seconded the motion and it was
approved.
New Business: Al Nodorft reminded everyone about the roofing party to be held on Saturday, March 24th. He said that Steve
Thompson would lead the group. It will start around 8:00 AM. Al will have an e-mail sent out if there are more details.
Virginia Bush said that the next EAA 172 eat-out would be Thursday, March 22nd at the French Market Grille in Augusta.
Sheila Connell will be handling the location for the eat-out for April.
Pierre Smith moved that the business meeting adjourn. The motion was seconded by George Weiss and the business meeting
adjourned at 1:19 PM. Members then stayed to listen to Charles Lewis give a presentation about Naval Aviation.
Program: Charles Lewis gave a very interesting presentation about Naval
Aviation and his involvement in it. He said he is a blue & gold officer for the
Naval Academy. In the Navy he had many activities. He piloted both the A-6 and
the EA6B which he was flying at the end of his career. He was flying for 18
years before he was behind a desk. He flew off three carriers: the Ranger, the
Saratoga, and the Nimitz, his favorite. He played a video showing some of his
activities while on the U.S.S. Nimitz. Charles talked about the value of aircraft
carriers. Also he discussed the daily activities of the pilots on carriers. He
described how aircraft land and take off from carriers.
There was also a Board Meeting after the regular meeting. During that meeting Treasurer Don Bush discussed the bank where we
keep our money. It seems that the bank is increasing the checking charges. Chairman Al Nodorft said that we should have name tags
and a name tag board by the next meeting. Al also said that Frank Christian would be happy to take photos for those who wanted to
have photos of themselves and their aircraft on the wall in the front room of the clubhouse.

The visiting Cub from Barnwell

The meal for Saturday (April 14) will be a breakfast meeting. Please bring some sidedish or salad or a sweet (cake,
pie, rolls, cookies, etc.) that will enhance the meal for your fellow club members. Having a wide selection of sides at a
meal certainly embellishes our club fellowship!

