Experimental Aircraft Maintenance
Joe Norris, EAA Staff
One item from the last issue of "The Safety Wire"
that generated a good amount of feedback was the
article comparing amateur-built to experimental
lightsport aircraft certification. Several of you wrote
in questioning the statement that anyone could
perform maintenance and repairs. Many are under
the impression that the only person who can perform
these functions on an experimental aircraft is the
holder of the repairman certificate. This is actually
not the case. There is no restriction to who performs
maintenance, repair, or modification on an
experimental amateur-built aircraft or ELSA.
The path to enlightenment on this issue lies in the
verbiage found in FAR 43.1(b), which states:
"(b) This part does not apply to any aircraft for
which the FAA has issued an experimental
certificate, unless the FAA has previously issued a
different kind of airworthiness certificate for that
aircraft."

Since both amateur-built and ELSA aircraft have
never held a different type of airworthiness
certificate, 43.1(b) applies. That means that the
entirety of Part 43 does not apply to these aircraft.
This being the case, there is no restriction on who
performs maintenance or returns the aircraft to
service. Maintenance, repair, and even modifications
can be performed by anyone regardless of whether
or not they hold an FAA certificate of any kind.
The only time a certificate is necessary is when
performing the condition inspection each year. This
requirement is found in the operating limitations of
the aircraft rather than in the regulations themselves.
The operating limitations will require that the person
performing the condition inspection hold either the
repairman certificate for that individual aircraft, or
an A&P certificate. The A&P is not required to hold
an inspection authorization (IA) in order to perform
the condition inspection on an experimental aircraft.

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also wanted
the mailed version you need to contact club Secretary John Magnan and indicate that you want the
newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date which for May is April 25.

Sport Aviation EAA Chapter 172 Membership Form
Name: ______________________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________
Spouse or Significant Other’s Name:
________________________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________
Anniversary date (day, month) _______________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: _____________
Home phone: __________________ Cell phone: ____________________ Other: ___________________
Business phone: ________________________
Email address: _________________________
Even if you have email would you like to save the club
$12 annually and receive the newsletter only by e-mail, not by USPS mail – check here if you agree: “
EAA Number (if you belong to the national EAA): _______________
If you’re a pilot, your ratings: _____________________________________ Hours: ______
Aircraft owned, including tail number:
___________________________________________________
Please complete this form and return it to:
Pea Patch Aerodrome
4511 Boulineau Road
Blythe, Georgia 30805-3605
Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $25.
Thank you for your support!

