WRENS AIRPORT DOWNSIZING
(Click HERE or below to enlarge the Google earth photo)

Wrens City Administrator Arty Thrift made a presentation to the
Jefferson County Board of Commissioners during its work session
Monday, February 2, 2017.“We’ve received a notification from the
Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) Communication
about our airport. Specifically, the approach from the west,” Thrift
said. “They have identified a safety issue there and specifically it
involves Lucky Bridge Road, which is a county road. They say that
the approach for airplanes coming into the airport gets inside of their
determined safety zone. It kind of goes like this. If you’ve got a car
sitting on Lucky Bridge Road, or a truck or a dump truck or a
combine or an 18-wheeler, they’ve set a height limit of 15 feet on the
vehicle. That’s their limit. And they say that vehicle sitting on that
road is in the approach path. So they have identified that as a safety
issue,” he said. “They gave us three options. One option is to lower
Lucky Bridge Road 15 feet, if you can imagine. The other option is to close Lucky Bridge Road, which is where Jefferson
County gets involved. Lower Lucky Bridge Road 15 feet or close Lucky Bridge Road. “Or you can shorten the runway and
leave Lucky Bridge Road as it is. You shorten the runway, you just move that white stripe some and then the road is not in
that safety pattern,” Thrift said, adding he, Wrens Mayor Lester Hadden and Commissioner Wayne Davis have discussed
the issue in detail. The airport is in Davis’ district. Davis is also the city’s public works director. “We don’t think the time
is right to close Lucky Bridge Road. Maybe in the future, we might need to come back to the county,” he said. Davis made
a motion to not close the road and instead have the city shorten the runway. Commissioner Tommy New asked Thrift if
shortening the runway would limit the size of plane that could land at the airport; and, Thrift said it does. The city
administrator said he spoke with the people who have hangars there; and, they said such a change in runway length would
not affect them. ( Information adapted from the Jefferson County News & Farmer 02/15/17 → Wrens Airport Downsizing )

POSSIBLE PROBLEMS
WITH FAA’S NEW BASICMED THIRD-CLASS MEDICAL EXEMPTION RULE
AvWeb, EAA, and General Aviation News have a number of comments about the new FAA BasicMed 3rd Class medical
exemption rule which goes into effect on May 1, 2017. According to Janice Wood of General Aviation news, Bill Talutis
of Murchison, Texas, said in a recent Letter to the Editor that his insurance company insists he get an FAA flight physical
and medical certificate. “If I want to fly BasicMed, they simply will not insure me,” he said. “It is
their prerogative, I suppose, to deny insurance regardless of the legality of my
BasicMed compliance. And, of course I will seek insurance elsewhere.” Jon
Harden, president of Aviation Insurance Resources, said “Usually the
insurance industry takes a very conservative approach at first, as they did with
the Light Sport movement and no FAA medical requirement. However after
one insurance market decides to embrace the change, most of the other markets
tend to follow — maybe not right away, but over a short period of time.”
“With that said, there are some markets that may have in their underwriting requirements that a pilot
must have a valid FAA medical on certain make and model airplanes or at certain age limits or combination,” he said.
Also, according to AvWeb, clearly, the chief worry among pilots is finding a non-AME doctor who will sign the BasicMed
checklist, a draft of which appears in AC 68-1. A survey found that not quite a third of respondents thought it will be easy
to find a physician to sign the form while more than a third thought it would be a little difficult. Fourteen percent said
impossible. One respondent wrote “My doctor already said no, and all the other doctors at my medical plaza said the same.
The reason is obvious: Liability. FAA knew this, that's why it passed so easily,” commented Michael Livote. To be fair, a
number of readers said their doctors had already agreed to sign off on BasicMed and others said their docs would.” Bob
Mackey, Senior VP, EAA Insurance Solutions, writes it is very likely, even with medical reform in those rare situations
where the pilot is “older” (an undefined term), and the aircraft is high-performance and/or configured with six or more total
seats, the insurance company may require either an annual FAA medical and/or annual FAA medical and an annual flight
review or recurrent training.
( Information adapted from AVweb Flash 02/13/17→BasicMed Survey: Disappointed Resignation, General Aviation News 02/15/17→The impact of insurance
on medical reform, EAA eHotLine 02/16/17→What Medical Reform Means for Your Insurance , FAA→AC 68-1 )

FOR SALE:
Members' Items for Sale

RV-4

FOR SALE
1994 RV-4. Just over 800 hrs. total time. Engine is a Lycoming IO 320 -- 220 hrs. SMOH. Inverted fuel and oil
system. Great for day/night VFR. Three blade Catto prop, installed December, 2015, has the very expensive and
top performing "Electroformed Nickel" leading edge. Has a Bendix King KLX 135A GPS/Comm unit. Has a
Terra TRT-250D transponder which takes the all solid-state design of the TRT-250, and adds a more readable
display and a number of convenience features. Standard classic aviation gauges & instruments, no glass panel.
Located at Waynesboro, Georgia.

Asking $49,500
Contact Edwin Wadel, Owner - located Waynesboro, Georgia
e-mail: Edwin Wadel

CLICK PHOTO TO ENLARGE IT.

POWERED PARACHUTE FOR SALE AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
2005 Destiny XLT Tandem. 125 hrs TT. Purchased in 2006 with 10 hrs TT from
original owner. Still perfect. Beautiful multi-colored Sundowner 550 chute. 65 HP
Rotax engine with dual ignition. VHF, CB (for formation flying) and Garmin etrex
GPS. Engine Information System. 10 gal fuel tank. Very economical to fly - 4 gal/hr on
car gas. Great low-and-slow fun at 10 ft AGL and 30 mph. Super platform for sight
seeing and photography. Two helmets with IC. Includes enclosed trailer with ramp.
Located at Louisville, Georgia ( 2J3 ). The safest way to fly. Easy to learn.
Click here or photo to enlarge Owner/seller Navy career attack pilot.

Now asking only $12,995 (reduced again by $1,000!)
Contact Charles Lewis at 706-830-3393 or e-mail: Charles Lewis
EAA 172 member Larry Garner sold his Cherokee aircraft. He has many aircraft related items for sale. Larry
wrote on February 4, 2016: “Since I sold my Cherokee , been going thru what airplane stuff I’ve accumulated
over the years and this is some of what I have. I am very open to offers, just have to start somewhere. I did
research current selling prices.”
Larry Garner e-mail: garner49@comcast.net SEE THE LIST AT: Garner's Airplane Stuff

