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March, 2017

President's Desk

Al Nodorft

Still planeless at this time, but hoping the rest of you are getting in some
awesome flying before the weather turns HOT. After the ADS-B install the
plane went in for the annual inspection. It come out of that OK, but the cowling
really needs work, so will be cleaning that up over the next few weeks.
Anyone thinking about Sun-n-Fun yet? I am. I have not made any specific
plans and do not always go, but it is on my radar. It is kind of the beginning of
the flying season for our region.
I’ve been curious how many people are considering the BasicMed option
versus the standard Class III medical. I have not decided if there is any real
benefit for me. I and the other club members would be interested in the reaction
of your doctor when you ask them to sign the basic Med form. That is one area
of concern.
Pilot Wisdom:
Fuel in the tanks is limited.

Gravity is forever!
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March Meeting:
The March meeting is on the 11 th at Augusta Aviation on Daniel Field in
Augusta. This event is starting at 9:30 am. Our guest speaker will be Sgt. Garry
Harden from the Columbia County Sheriff Department. He is in charge of the
drone operations as used by law enforcement in Columbia County.

Fly Safe!
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Eat breakfast before you come – we will be having only coffee, sodas, and
pastries (no charge - paid for by the club) before the exciting Drone Presentation.

Minutes of the Meeting of EAA Chapter 172 Members for February 11, 2017
Winter Soup Party
The weather was warm under partly cloudy skies and no rain, with the temperature in the mid-70s. Only one pilot, Pierre
Smith in his RV-10 along with passenger Charles
Lewis, flew in. According to Pierre the winds aloft
were brisk. Frances Weiss had decorated the buffet
and meal tables using a Valentine’s Day motif. Al
Nodorft brought in newly produced member shirt
name tags. His son, Michael, put them on the tag rack.
Before the meeting, 31 members, their families, and
visitors enjoyed socializing and camaraderie in the
comfortable clubhouse. They looked forward to sampling various soups brought in by club members. At 12:32 PM club
flight advisor Pierre Smith gave the invocation and everyone enjoyed the three tantalizing soup entrées.
President Nodorft asked for a motion approving the minutes of the January 14th meeting. Ron Haley moved and Charles
Lewis seconded the motion. The members approved the minutes unanimously. Al also reminded everyone about the
scheduled clubhouse clean-up day on March 25. He asked for at least ten volunteers. It will start around 9:00 AM at the
Pea Patch and continue until done.
Sheila Connell said that our next social eat-out for EAA 172 will be on February 23, 2017. It will be Oliviana's Pizzeria
and Grill, in Surrey Center, 399 Highland Ave, Augusta, Georgia.
Al Nodorft brought up the new Facebook pages for EAA 172. Media Coordinator Sandy Walther is handling this. Al
asked members to log-in to this site if they participate in Facebook activities.
Flight Advisor Pierre Smith said that his son-in-law, James Watson, is now an A&P/IA – an aircraft Airframe &
Powerplant mechanic with Inspection Authorization. He is now allowed to perform annual inspections on aircraft and
sign them off for return to service on major repairs and alterations. James’ phone number is 706-550-8628.
Then we had the continuation of the very interesting program in which our club vice-president Dave Dent talked about
his experience in working with the building of unmanned
air vehicles (UAVs). The video projector was operational
and we were able to view the videos that focused on the
information Dave gave out at the last meeting. With
videos illustrating his presentation, he talked more about
the Raptor Talon. In discussing it Dave brought up that
one of the biggest mistakes in an airplane is having two
autopilots. He discussed his activites with NASA at
Edwards Air Force Base. Regarding the NASA
Pathfinder, an aircraft developed as part of an evolutionary series of solar- and fuel-cell-system-powered unmanned
aerial vehicles, Dave said that the wingspan at first was 97 feet and had eight electric motors, each 1.1 horsepower. The
solar panels were on top of the wing. Props were made of Kevlar.
Our Winter Soup Party, meeting, and presentation adjourned at 2:40 PM.
BOARD MEETING: During the days before the meeting the officers conferred on-line. President Al Nodorft finalized
the cost and approval of the video projector as well as the needed interface cable. Al also asked Web editor John Magnan
to update the opening statement on the EAA 172 Website to make it “something more upbeat and positive.” Also the
March 11th meeting information was confirmed. It will be at Augusta Aviation on Daniel Field. The speaker will be
Sgt. Garry Harden from the Columbia County Sheriff Department. He handles the Drone Division for the county. We
will have coffee and pastries at 9:30 am with the speaker to start at 10:00 am. Chapter will pay for the coffee & donuts.
Also the Chapter will pay for spending ~$150 for postage and postcards to pilots in the area inviting them to come to the
meeting. Also brought up was having a Young Eagles event at Daniel Field in Augusta in May. Young Eagles
coordinator Nandi Shetty will head up the Young Eagles portion of the event.

