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Welcome  to  EAA  Chapter  172!  I  hope  that  you  are  enjoying  the 
company of fellow pilots.

Here at the Pea Patch we aren't just pilots or aviation enthusiasts, we are 
a community of friends. We come from all walks of life and backgrounds, 
but  we all come together  to  laugh and tell stories.  Looking back  at 
WW1, one of the greatest and one of the first aces was with the German 
army, and his name was Manfred von Richthofen, also known as the Red 
Baron.  But  what  makes him an  aviation  hero  to  me? 
Well first  off,  out  of all the pilots  in  the  First  World 
War,  he  was  the  only pilot that  wanted  to  just  shoot 
down his enemy, but not kill them.  He  had  over  80 
victories  in  his  seven  years service  with  the  German 
army. Which, if you ask me, was pretty good for early 
aviation.  The  Baron  was unfortunately  shot  down 
on  April  21,  1918.  To  this day  nobody  knows  who 
shot him down, but many have taken claim for doing it. He was buried in 
a cemetery in the village of Bertangles near Amiens, France, but later 
reburied in Germany. He died at the age of 25, and being an ace at that 
age must have been pretty cool if you ask me. Even though he was a 
member of the German army and the enemy, he is the type of pilot that I 
would want to be if I were a fighter pilot. The Red Baron is my aviation 
hero, and if you have an aviation hero I would like to hear about your 
hero, so let me know and tell me all about him or her.

 Your President,

Andy Lee

For side dishes and desserts you could bring French rolls, Buttery bread rolls, 
bread sticks, assorted varieties of crackers for the soup, corn, corn-on-the-
cob, deviled eggs, baked potatoes or baked sweet potatoes, macaroni & 
cheese, snap beans, salads, strawberries, cantaloupe or watermelon slices, 
sweet rolls, cake, pie, cupcakes.
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