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PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

I have appreciated those who were willing to share with us some of your WWII
experiences. I also appreciate those whom I have only talked with privately and are not
comfortable speaking to the whole group. We all appreciate the sacrifices you have
made that allow us to have the freedom we have today. I don’t know everyone that
well, so if I have missed anyone who participated in the war in any capacity that would
be willing to share your experiences, please let me know. There are not many years left
to tell your stories.

Boshears Planning

CLUB DIVISION LEADERS

Many of you volunteer to help out at Boshears, but are probably unaware of all
that goes into making the show successful. The show is still 8 months away, but
already the planning committee is working on it. This year is the 20th anniversary for
the show. Like many things, it is getting more and more difficult to put on the show.
There are just so many other events vying for people’s time, attention and money. The
last 2 years the event lost money, despite near perfect weather. The show is dependent
on sponsors and gate receipts to finance it. Some of our members are already sponsors,
but we are in need of much more if we are going to offer this show in the future. Two
nearby shows have already canceled this year due to money problems: Vidalia and
Peach Tree City’s Great Georgia Air show.
The key to Augusta having an air show this year is more sponsors. Without more
sponsors the show is in danger of also being canceled. If you have a business and enjoy
the show, please consider sponsoring it this year. You also may work for a company
that might be interested in sponsoring the show. There are many levels of sponsorship
available, so if interested, please contact me.
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Dan Scukanec

Last year we collected a lot of money to replace the roof. Now is the time to
actually do the work. We need volunteers to come out on 24 March to help. Please
bring whatever tools and expertise you can. Lunch will be provided. Extra workers can
be assigned to other general clean up tasks. I am looking for a large contingent of
volunteers, so please clear out your calendar for this event.

March Meeting
The next meeting will be March 10th. We will be having fish for lunch, so please
bring an appropriate dish to pass. Charles Lewis will be our guest speaker, talking to
us about Naval Aviation.

EMAIL: dscukanec@knology.net
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Fly safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172

February 11, 2012
Before the meeting 49 members, their families, and visitors enjoyed
savoring several chili recipes prepared by five club members. The
Aerospouses set out the side dishes. Because of high winds only Greg
Connell flew in with his Pitts. We welcomed visitors Chris and Tommy
Rhodes as well as Boshears Essay Contest winner Nico Hoernle. At
12:30 PM Al Newman gave the invocation and everyone enjoyed the
meal. Club President Al Nodorft called the business meeting to order at
1:10 PM. Al thanked all who participated in the chili cook-off including
the Rhodes family, Sheila Connell, Virginia Bush, Jim McBurney, and Steve Thompson.
Winner of the Chili Cookoff - Chris Rhodes

Old Business: Richard Fender moved to accept the minutes for the last meeting. Joe Britt seconded the
motion and it was approved.

New Business: Al Nodorft and the club wished V.P. Sid Brown “Happy Birthday”. Then Al announced the
winner of the Chili Cookoff – Chris Rhodes.
Virginia Bush said that the next EAA 172 eat-out would be February 23 at Sheehan’s Irish Pub in Augusta.
Joe Britt moved that the business meeting adjourn. The motion was seconded by Richard Fender and the
business meeting adjourned at 1:19 PM. Members then stayed to listen to Al Newman, Sr. talk about his
Navy adventures in World War II.
Program: Al Newman, Sr. gave an outstanding history of his involvement in World War II. Al said that he’s
86 years old and throughout his membership in the club he has restored seven aircraft and rebuilt four. He
then discussed his service in the Navy during World War II. He was stationed on two ships while in the Navy:
The S.S. Yukon, and the U.S.S. Unimak. See more about his adventures in a separate article.

Al Newman, Sr.
with a photo of
himself when he
was in the Navy.

There was also a Board Meeting after the regular meeting. During that meeting a modification to the 2012 EAA 172
Calendar was again made changing the August 11 meeting from a noon meal to a fly-in breakfast. Also, for the Wrens Fall
Fly-in, there will not be a fly-out from Wrens to the Pea Patch for breakfast. Instead, the breakfast will be at the Wrens
airport around 9:00 AM on October 6. Also the Board discussed the upcoming roofing work and possibly having a Sport
Tech Counselor.

The meal for Saturday (March 10) will focus on catfish and the usual trimmings. Please bring some sidedish or salad
or a sweet (cake, pie, rolls, cookies, etc.) that will enhance the meal for your fellow club members. Having a wide
selection of sides at a meal certainly embellishes our club fellowship!

SHORT FINAL
AVweb January 23, 2012

Whitted Ground: "N12345, clear of the active, taxi to the Hangar Restaurant."
N12345: "345 cleared to the restaurant via 'Bravo.'"
Whitted Ground: "They're featuring five dollar hamburgers today."
N12345: "Five dollars? I thought it was a hundred-dollar hamburger!"
Whitted Ground: "For you, it's a hundred dollars. For me, it's five dollars."

Al Newman Sr.’s World War II Experiences
Al Newman, Sr. gave an outstanding presentation about his experiences in World War II while he was in the Navy. He
graduated from the Academy in 1943 – he said he played the piccolo while he was there. He had his boot camp in
Jacksonville, Florida, in 1943. While in the Navy, Al said he was shuffled from one place to the next for different kinds of
training. He went to the Net center for Morse code training (he’s still a ham radio operator) and then gunnery school. He said
he partially lost his hearing while shooting skeet.
After training he went to San Diego, California, and boarded a small passenger liner,
the S.S. Yukon, which had been converted to a troop carrier, and headed for Alaska –
Dutch Harbor to the Bering Sea. Here is some information about the S.S. Yukon.
World War II changed Alaska forever. Thousands of troops built and manned coastal
fortifications (including many large facilities around Kodiak Island). Parts of Alaska
were bombed and invaded, the only U. S. soil to suffer invasion in the entire conflict.
Many of the ships used to transport troops and supplies in the early days of the war were
requisitioned from commercial firms such as the Alaska Steamship Company.
This rare photo shows the SS Yukon, after running aground in a blizzard in the early
morning of February 3, 1946. This was after Al transferred from the Yukon to the Unimak
The surf ripped away most of her stern. There were over 500 people aboard, and a total of
eleven were lost when the ship broke apart and later as they attempted to launch lifeboats in
heavy seas. The ship was still in military garb, with gun turrets still in place, and was under
charter to the U. S. government at the time. (From the J. O. Lund collection).
After his stint aboard the S.S. Yukon, where he said there were decent quarters, he was
assigned to the U.S.S. Unimak, which was launched in May 1942. After its shakedown and fitting out in January 1944, it
headed to the United States West Coast, through the Panama Canal and arrived at San Diego in August 1945. She got
underway for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii in August 1945. She was en route when hostilities with Japan ended on 15 August 1945
bringing World War II to a close. Al said he was discharged from the Navy in Jacksonville, Florida.
The Navy loaned Unimak to the United States Coast Guard in 1948 and she was commissioned as Coast Guard
cutter USCGC Unimak in 1949. She was reclassified as a high endurance cutter and in 1966 the Navy permanently
transferred her to the Coast Guard. She was used to patrol ocean stations, providing
weather reports and data, conducting law-enforcement and search-and-rescue
operations,
and
providing
communications assistance to ships
and aircraft in the North Atlantic.
She also conducted United States
Coast Guard Reserve training
cruises. She was redesignated WTR379
in
1969.
She
was
decommissioned in 1975, but
recommissioned in 1977, again designated WHEC-379, and stationed at New
Bedford, Massachusetts. She was used primarily for fishing patrol, but also conducted law enforcement and search and
rescue operations, during her second period in commission. Unimak was decommissioned and transferred to the Navy in
April 1988, and was sunk as an artificial reef off the Virginia coast.

SHORT FINAL
AVweb January 12, 2012

This was heard at New York's JFK Airport:
Air Carrier: "Kennedy tower, how do you read?"
Kennedy Tower: "Usually from left to right."

2012 BSA Merit Badge University
On Saturday, March 10, EAA 172 Member Steve Amster will be handling aviation merit badge
training for the Boy Scouts of America in Thomson. He will be conducting the BSA Merit Badge
University of the local Georgia-Carolina Council. He said that this date is
the same as the scheduled Fish Fry Fly-in but he is soliciting a volunteer or
two to help him conduct the merit badge training at Thomson-McDuffie
County Airport – KHQU, perhaps in the afternoon. He said that this will be
his fourth year in this activity. In the morning, he will go over the classroom
type items. He wrote on March 4:
“Nine Scouts signed up for the merit badge, fewer than prior years (many
other Scouts are concentrating on Eagle-rank required badges -- overall, the total signed up for
Merit Badge U. is the most ever). Five Scouts have parental permission to fly. I shall be keeping
an eye on the weather for next weekend. Not at all promising for conducting the flights, but that may change -- rain, gusty
winds, likely broken to overcast.”
He said that he usually takes up two scouts at a time for 15 minutes flights in his Cessna 172SP over the city of Thomson
while those scouts on the ground prepare and fly their foam plate gliders and perhaps get an aircraft hands-on walk-around
by pilots. He did write, “According to BSA rules, only aircraft with standard airworthiness certificates may be used on
orientation flights” so no experimentals such as RVs. Contact Steve if you wish to fly scouts. He wrote that the BSA requires
pilots to have at least a private pilot’s certificate, a current medical certificate, be current under FAR 61 to carry passengers,
and have at least 250 hours total flight time. But Steve said that he needs pilots to bring in their aircraft of any type to
display them to Scouts and explain aircraft theory and operation to them.
Earlier this year EAA President Rod Hightower said there is a newly forged partnership with Boy Scouts of America.
EAA has reached an agreement with Boy Scouts of America to expand aviation programs for Explorer Scouts, re-write the
Aviation Merit Badge book, and collaborate directly for the first time with scout troops around the country.
Contact Steve Amster at: 706-951-4536 amsters@pol.net

IS A GLASS PANEL SAFER?
The safety records of airplanes with glass panels are about the same as airplanes of the same model with analog cockpits
[steam gauges], according to a new study by the Air Safety Institute, a division of the AOPA Foundation. However, "glasspanel aircraft may be more susceptible to accidents during
takeoffs, landings, and go-arounds," the study found. The
available data were insufficient to conclude what caused that
difference. Some factors, according to the study, might include
transition training, a tendency to fixate on the glass panels instead
of external cues, or difficulty in interpreting airspeed and altitude
from the glass-panel readouts compared to interpreting analog
displays.
The available data were insufficient to conclude what caused that difference. Some factors, according to the study,

might include transition training, a tendency to fixate on the glass panels instead of external cues, or difficulty in
interpreting airspeed and altitude from the glass-panel readouts compared to interpreting analog displays. The
complete study, which provides an exhaustive and complex analysis of the data, is available free online (PDF).
While glass panels may have advantages that cannot be documented—for example, there is no way to know how many
pilots may have used them to successfully escape VFR flight into instrument meteorological conditions—an analysis of
accident data from 2001 to 2010 suggests that overall, glass cockpit displays had a “negligible” effect on the accident
patterns among similar aircraft. “What you have on the panel doesn’t matter nearly as much as what you’re flying and how
you’re flying it,” said Air Safety Institute Manager of Aviation Safety Analysis David Jack Kenny.
He writes that pilots who fly in technologically advanced cockpits should learn them thoroughly, and the lack of
standardization and model-specific training remains an obstacle. In the days before glass, instrument interpretation skills
learned in one aircraft transferred easily to another; there are many variations among glass panel displays. Pilots should take
time—preferably on the ground—to master the systems. (Information from AVweb Flash 03/01/12 and AOPA e-Pilot, 03/02/12)

A DRONE OVER YOUR BACK YARD?
Do you recall that article about drones in the EAA 172 October, 2011, issue of the Pea Patch Post with a follow-up in
the December, 2011, issue? You probably chuckled, and said “Just a nerdy project that perhaps doesn’t belong in an
aviation newsletter.” It’s assumed you don’t think that any more. Right now, around the country, especially in California,
real estate agents are using drones to take photos of properties they’re selling. Law
enforcement, as well as private detectives, are snooping on what people are doing. In most
cases these are unlicensed operations with uncertified, unlicensed machines flying below
legal airspace, and in most cases trespassing. And this is not only in California or some
distant place, but around here:
In dozens of on-line newsletters and reports there is a story about an environmental /
anti-hunting group interrupting a legal hunt on private property by flying a drone over the
hunting area. The property is one EAA 172 pilots have flown to many times for the South
Carolina Breakfast Club – Broxton Bridge Plantation, Ehrardt, South Carolina (SC55)
The SHARK drone
(pvt.). One article, from The Blaze, had this information:
Posted on February 17, 2012
A remote-controlled aircraft owned and operated by an animal rights group called SHARK, was reportedly shot down near Broxton
Bridge Plantation, South Carolina, on Sunday.
Steve Hindi, president of SHARK (SHowing Animals Respect and Kindness), said his group was preparing to launch its
Mikrokopter drone to video what he called a live pigeon shoot on Sunday when law enforcement officers and an attorney claiming to
represent the privately-owned plantation near Ehrhardt tried to stop the aircraft from flying.
Hindi said the animal rights group decided to send the drone up anyway but that seconds after it hit the air “numerous shots rang
out.”
“As an act of revenge for us shutting down the pigeon slaughter, they had shot down our copter.”
He claimed the shooters were “in tree cover” and “fled the scene on small motorized vehicles.”
Hindi estimated damage to the drone at around $200 to $300. …Hindi said he will seek charges against those who shot down the
drone. “This was SHARK’s first encounter with the Broxton Bridge Plantation, but it will certainly not be the last,” Hindi said. “We
are already making plans for a considerably upscaled action in 2013.”

Several notes: In South Carolina shooting varmint flying creatures such as starlings, English sparrows, and pigeons is legal,
with no season limits. On private lands statewide, Sunday hunting for all game is legal. See the regulations. One commenter
wrote: “So it would seem that if you have a UAV buzzing around your property operated by animal rights groups, you’re
perfectly entitled to shoot it down, exercising your rights as a property holder to end the trespass of an object that’s
interfering with your enjoyment of the land.”
There’s a Supreme Court case regarding this, U.S. v. Causby (1946),
SEVERAL ARTICLES ABOUT DRONES INCLUDING THE BROXTON BRIDGE ONE:

http://dronejournalism.tumblr.com/
Certainly much more will be said about this incident, but the airstrip is open to EAA members, so don’t be afraid to fly there
for the April 29 South Carolina Breakfast Club – you will be welcome!
(Information adapted from multiple sources including 2011 - 2012 Hunting Rules & Regulations - South Carolina, Drone Journalism.com, The Blaze.com , U.S. v. Causby
(1946))

SPECIAL SUN 'N FUN ADMISSION DISCOUNTS FOR AOPA MEMBERS
New in 2012: AOPA members can enjoy a $5 discount off daily admission to the thirty-eighth annual Sun ’n Fun Fly-In,
every day of the show from March 27 through April 1 in Lakeland, Fla. Come celebrate “Spring Break for Pilots”! AOPA is
once again the Platinum Sun ’n Fun sponsor and will have many exciting activities going on around the show grounds
throughout the week. Make your travel plans now! For show details, highlights, and ticket information, visit the AOPA
website. To receive the admission discounts, show your membership ID at the admission gates (the discounts are not
available through advance online purchases at this time). (Information from AOPA e-Pilot, 03/02/12)

WATCH OUT FOR UNCHARTED LOW (INVISIBLE) TOWERS
Do you often fly low over farm fields? You have checked the charts and found no Cell towers in the area. You even
contacted FSS and were told there were no new towers. You look out over the acres of fields and see nothing. Yet there is a
danger that has sprung up recently because of companies interested in installing one or more
wind turbines.
The death of a 58-year-old crop duster on Jan. 10, 2011, was a tragedy that could have been
prevented. The 26,000-hour commercial pilot was killed when his Rockwell S-2R hit an
unmarked meteorological evaluation tower (MET) while he was treating a field in Costa
County, California. Witnesses confirmed that he made a reconnaissance pass before beginning
the application, but the tower was bare metal, unpainted, and not marked by any lights, flags, or
Could you see this unmarked, unlighted tower,
other warning devices. The NTSB quoted an article by the National Agricultural Aviation
especially at dawn or
Association (NAAA) which observed, “The fact that these towers are narrow, unmarked, and
dusk?
grey in color makes for a structure that is nearly invisible under some atmospheric conditions.”
According to the witnesses, he made no apparent attempt to avoid it before the impact.
In March, 2011, the FAA had suggested a protocol for marking meteorological evaluation towers to make them more
visible to low-level aviators. This didn't go far enough, according to the NTSB. "The NTSB is concerned that the application
of the FAA Advisory Circular is voluntary, and, without mandatory application and marking requirements for METs, many
METs will still be constructed without notice to the aviation community and will fail to be marked appropriately," the board
said in a Safety Alert issued in March, 2011. Meteorological Evaluation Towers (METs) are used to measure wind speed and
direction during the development of wind energy facilities, and many fall just below the 200-foot threshold for FAA-required
obstruction markings and can be difficult to see from the air. That's a dangerous proposition for aircraft conducting lowflight operations, including aerial applicators, emergency medical helicopters, law enforcement, fire suppression and other
low-altitude activities, such as private gyroplane or helicopter operations. The fatal tower mentioned above was 197 feet tall
AGL. The NTSB is urging pilots to maintain vigilance during low-altitude flights and asking them to encourage the markings
of METs in their area. (Information adapted from multiple sources, including AvWeb , the NTSB, FAA, in 2011 & 2012, and AOPA e-magazine, 03/02/12)

This goes along with the above –
that it is very easy for your eyes, and brain, to not see something right in front of you!
MOTION INDUCED BLINDNESS

This is frightening! It works exactly like it says, and is one major reason people in cars can look right at you (when
you're on a motorcycle or bicycle)---AND NOT SEE YOU. Or you can look at an unlighted tower right in front
of you AND NOT SEE IT! From a former Naval Aviator: “This is a great illustration of what we were taught
about scanning outside the cockpit when I went through training back in the '50s. We were told to scan the
horizon for a short distance, stop momentarily, and repeat the process. I can remember being told why this was
the most effective technique to locate other aircraft. It was emphasized (repeatedly) to NOT fix your gaze for
more than a couple of seconds on any single object. The instructors, some of whom were WWII veterans with
years of experience, instructed us to continually 'keep our eyes moving and our head on a swivel' because this was
the best way to survive, not only in combat, but from peacetime hazards (like a midair collision) as well. We
basically had to take the advice on faith (until we could experience for ourselves) because the technology to
demonstrate it didn't exist at that time.”
Click on the link below for a demonstration ...
http://www.msf-usa.org/motion.html

OSHKOSH F-16 RUNWAY OVERRUN CAUSED BY FOGGING
Many of those who were at the 2011 Oshkosh AirVenture witnessed an Air Force F-16C overrun Runway 36 at Wittman
Regional Airport by 300 feet, causing more than $5 million in damage to the aircraft. Some thought it might have been a
brake failure or too high an airspeed on final. An Air Force investigation made public in February revealed that a severely
fogged-over canopy, caused by the failure of the F-16’s environmental control system,
was to blame for the July 2011 mishap.
The Air Combat Command Accident Investigation Board in Hampton, Virginia, said
the pilot’s visual cues were completely obscured by fogging from the faulty ECS as he
approached to land on the 8,000-foot runway. The board also noted that the pilot briefly
considered ejecting but feared for the safety of EAA AirVenture spectators nearby.
The F-16 pilot, assigned to the 100th Fighter Squadron, 187th Fighter Wing at
Dannelly Field, Alabama, was unhurt in the incident, but the jet sustained major damage
when it’s nose gear collapsed and the engine ingested significant mud and debris.
Nobody on the ground was injured in the overrun. Investigators noted that if not for the lack of outside visual references, the
pilot could have come to a stop on the runway with about 1,000 feet to spare. (Information adapted from multiple sources February 19-25,
2012, including AvWeb and Flying e-magazine)

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: A pilot is in the process of getting back into flying after a five-year
hiatus. He just received his third class medical and is preparing for a flight review. He is a singleand multiengine airplane, and rotorcraft-gyroplane, helicopter-rated private pilot without an
instrument rating. If he does his flight review in a gyroplane, will he also be current with his fixedwing privileges?
According to AOPA: Yes, FAR 61.56 states that a pilot can satisfy the requirements for acting as pilot
in command by having “Accomplished a flight review given in an aircraft for which that pilot is rated by
an authorized instructor.” Simply put, a successful flight review, given in a gyroplane in this case,
renews all of his pilot privileges for another 24 calendar months. The flight review can be done in any
aircraft for which he holds privileges. Keep in mind that the flight review can also be accomplished by
getting a new rating such as a seaplane rating, or by adding instrument privileges to this certificate.
Learn more about the flight review online, and use this guide to prepare for your flight review.
This Month’s Question: A person lives in an area where there are numerous antennas, some of which
have a variety of lights on them. He wonders why some lights are red while others are white. Sometimes
they flash; sometimes they don't. And some antennas have no lights. Is there a rule that determines the
color or type of lights on the antennas, and whether an antenna should have lights?

Aviator Wisdom
Pilots: People who drive airplanes.
Fighter Pilots: Cold, steely eyed, weapons systems managers who kill bad people and break things. However, they can also
be very charming and personable. The average Fighter Pilot, despite sometimes having a swaggering exterior, is very much
capable of such feelings as love, affection, intimacy and caring. These feelings just don't involve anyone else.

Bruce Self

09/23/1942 - 02/25/2012

EAA 172 Member
HEPHZIBAH, Ga. - Mr. Bruce Self died on Saturday, February 25, 2012. He was 69 years old. The
family received friends on Monday, February 27, 2012, from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m., at The Poteet Funeral
Home, 3465 Peach Orchard Road, Augusta. The funeral service was conducted on Tuesday, February 28,
2012, at 2:00 p.m., at Bath Presbyterian Church, 3805 Bath Edie Road, Blythe 30805. Committal
services, with Masonic Graveside Rites and United States Air Force Honors, followed in the church
cemetery. Pallbearers were Mike Woods, Mike Cabe, Wayne Hanks, Sean Marron, Roy Kirschner,
Donald Toulson, and John Strouse. Bruce was preceded in death by his wife of more than 39 years, Mrs.
Lillian Gidget Self in February of 2004. He is survived by his life partner, Ms. Lola Clark, of Hephzibah;
his children, Thomas Self Sr. of Hephzibah, and Teresa S. Wells, and her husband, Heyward Sonny Wells
III, of Stapleton; his five grandchildren, Amber Dawn Self, Thomas Self Jr., Jamie Self, Reid Wells, and
Emily Wells; several siblings; numerous close friends. Bruce was born in Blythe, Georgia on September
23, 1942. He was the son of the late Marion Reid and Kathryn Virginia Self. Bruce graduated from SGA
High School in 1960. He served in the United States Air Force; he was stationed in Aviano, Italy. He was
a graduate of Augusta Tech where he received an Associate Degree in Electromechanical Engineering; he
developed the syllabus for this program for Augusta Tech. Bruce had worked with Olin Chemicals,
Georgia Power Company at Plant Vogtle, and at International Paper. Bruce was a member of Bath
Presbyterian Church. He was a member of F&AM Richmond Lodge. Bruce enjoyed the outdoors;
camping, fishing, sailing, and waterskiing with his family at Clarks Hill Lake. He was an accomplished
pilot with both his commercial and Single Engine Land and Instrument licenses; he loved to fly his Piper
Archer II, N38990. For the last four years, he treasured the time he spent living with Lola on her farm
near Hephzibah; he would often be found on his tractor making new roads, or pushing down pine trees.
He called their home “a little piece of heaven”. He also enjoyed his online chat friends; they knew him as
USAFVET. Bruce loved his family and his friends. He will always be remembered as a happy man.
Flowers are being accepted or memorials may be made to the Augusta Relay For Life , 2607 Commons
Blvd., Augusta, Georgia 30909, or online at www.relayforlife.org/augusta. The Poteet Funeral Home,
3465 Peach Orchard Road, Augusta, 706-798-8886 was in charge of the arrangements. Friends may sign
the online guest register at www.poteetfuneralhomes. com.

EAA 172 Meeting
Fish Fry Fly-in
March 10, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Meeting
Breakfast Fly-in
April 14, 9:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Meeting
May 12, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA
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EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, March 22: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly
non-business social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month it is at the French Market Grille, 425
Highland Ave, Augusta, Georgia 30909. Phone number: 706-737-4865. The French Market Grille Website: French
Market . For a map and directions, click on: French Market directions. For questions contact Shirley Harden 706855-1553 e-mail: ghardensr@comcast.net On the Web go to nightout.jcmservices.net

NAME THAT PLANE
DeHavilland DH4
The DH-4 was an ever-present element of the U.S. Army Air Service both during and following World War I. When the
United States entered WWI in April 1917, the Aviation Section of the Signal Corps only had 132 aircraft, all obsolete.
Modeled from a combat tested British De Havilland design, the DH-4 was the only U.S. built aircraft to see combat during
WWI. With inadequate funding to buy new aircraft, the newly created U.S. Army Air
Service continued to use the DH-4 in a number of roles during the lean years following the
war. By the time it was finally retired from service in 1932, the DH-4 had been developed
into over 60 variants.
During WWI, the Air Service used the DH-4 primarily for day bombing, observation and
artillery spotting. The first American-built DH-4 arrived in France in May 1918, and the
135th Aero Squadron flew the first DH-4 combat mission in early August. By war's end,
1,213 DH-4s had been delivered to France.
Unfortunately, the early DH-4s had drawbacks, including the fuel system. The pressurized gas tank had a tendency to
explode and a rubber fuel line under the exhaust manifold caused some fires. This led to the title "The Flaming Coffin," even
though only eight of the 33 DH-4s lost in combat by the United States burned as they fell. Furthermore, the location of the
gas tank between the pilot and observer limited communication and could crush the pilot in an accident.
TECHNICAL NOTES:
Crew: Two (pilot and observer/gunner)
Armament: Two .30-cal. Marlin machine guns in the nose and two .30-cal. Lewis machine guns in the rear;
322 lbs. of bombs
Engine: 400-hp Liberty 12
Maximum speed: 128 mph
Cruising speed: 90 mph
Range: 400 miles
Ceiling: 19,600 ft.
Span: 43 ft. 6 in.
Length: 30 ft. 6 in.
Height: 10 ft. 4 in.
Weight: 3,557 lbs. loaded
Cost: $11,250 (1918) --- $161,500 (2012)

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also wanted
the mailed version you need to contact club Secretary John Magnan at jcm2@earthlink.net and
indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date, which
for April is March 28 which is also the deadline for any articles for the April issue.

EAA 172 CALENDAR for 2012 (as modified 02/11/12)
January 14 – Saturday: Club Meeting. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
February 11 – Saturday: Chili Cook-off at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
March 10 - Saturday: EAA 172 Fish Fry Fly-in. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: March 21 – 25: Bensen Days Rotorcraft Fly-in Wauchula, FL.
NOTE: March 27–April 1: Sun 'n Fun7 2012 Fly-In. Lakeland, FL.
NOTE: April 8: Easter.
April 14 - Saturday: EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-11:00 AM at the Pea Patch.
NOTE: April 28 – 29: Warner Robins airshow. Vidalia Airshow was cancelled.
May 12 – Saturday: Club Meeting. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: May 13: Mother’s Day.
June 9 - Saturday: EAA 172 O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in, Wrens airport.
July 14 - Saturday: EAA 172 Barbecue Fly-In. Food at 12:30 PM. at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: July 23-July 29: Monday-Sunday: EAA Oshkosh Airventure7 2012. Oshkosh, WI.
NOTE: July 31-August 4: PRA Rotorcraft International Convention. Mentone, IN.
August 11 – EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-11:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: September 5-9: Wednesday-Sunday: Triple Tree Fly-in. Woodruff, SC.
September 8 – Saturday: Club Meeting. Food at 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome.
NOTE: September 9: Sunday: Bob Rhodes Barbecue Fly-in.
NOTE: September 28-30: Friday-Sunday: Wings Over North Georgia Fly-in, Rome, GA.
October 5-6: Friday, Saturday: EAA 172 Fall Fly-In at the Wrens airport.
October 6: Saturday: EAA 172 Fall Breakfast Fly-in 9:00-11:00 AM at the Wrens airport.
NOTE: October 13-14: Saturday-Sunday: Great Georgia Airshow, Peachtree City, GA.
NOTE: October 20-21: Saturday-Sunday: Boshears Skyfest 2012. Daniel Field, Augusta, GA.
November 10: Saturday: Keith Brock Memorial Fly-in. Millen, GA.
December 8: Saturday: EAA 172 Christmas Party 12:30 PM. Pea Patch Aerodrome.

Sport Aviation EAA Chapter 172 Membership Form
Name: ______________________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Spouse or Significant Other’s Name: _______________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Anniversary date (day, month) _______________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: ____________
Home phone: __________________ Cell phone: ____________________ Other: ___________________
Business phone: ________________________
Email address: _________________________
Even if you have email would you like to save the club $12
annually and receive the newsletter only by e-mail, not by USPS mail – check here if you agree: ❑
EAA Number (if you belong to the national EAA): _______________
If you’re a pilot, your ratings: _____________________________________ Hours: ______
Aircraft owned, including tail number: ___________________________________________
Please complete this form and return it to:
Don Bush, EAA 172 Treasurer
3076 Old Waynesboro Rd.
Hephzibah, Georgia 30815-6791
EAA 172 Membership for 2012
Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $30.
Thank you for your support!

