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PRESIDENT’S DESK

I want to thank all the members that have paid up their dues. We have sent
out postcard reminders those who still haven’t paid. Hopefully this last
reminder will be enough. In another month or two we will start sending the
newsletter to only the paid membership. Anyone can still access the newsletter
from our Website and is encouraged to do so. If you have decided to not be a
paying member, we do want you to know that you are still welcome anytime as
a guest to our club meetings. We like to see everyone – and their friends.
With the Eagle laid up for a few months, I was feeling kind of blue in the
middle of January when a nice 60º Saturday came up, but Greg Connell bailed
me out. He sent me a note saying he was giving rides in the S-2B on Saturday
– if I was interested …
Flying in a Pitts is the dream of many folks and was mine as well. My son
Michael and I drove over that afternoon. This was also a delayed birthday
present for Michael. I hadn’t told him where we were going, only that he HAD
to come with me that afternoon. Needless to say, he was quite excited when he
realized that we had pulled up to Greg’s house.
The Pitts and Eagle have a lot of similarities, but having 30% more power
and torque sure was noticeable. The roll rate was faster as well, but didn’t
make nearly the impression on me that the power did. I have enough time in
the Eagle that I was starting to think a Pitts couldn’t be that hard to step up to.
I am confident that I could do it, but now realize that I would definitely need
some instruction.
Greg let me fly it some, but I was unable to see the sighting device and the
turn coordinator, so botched up most maneuvers. Thankfully he took over.
Those are my excuses anyway …
Humor

“TWA 2341, for noise abatement, turn right 45 Degrees."

"Centre, we are at 35,000 feet. How much noise can we make up here?"
"Sir, have you ever heard the noise a 747 makes when it hits a 727?"
March

The March meeting will be on the 12th. For lunch we will have the fish fry.
There is no guest speaker, so we’ll have to sit around and tell fish stories and
tell flying lies. Volunteers accepted!
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Al Nodorft

Fly safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172
February 12, 2011
Before the meeting the members, their families, and
visitors enjoyed a delicious meal of chili - a selection
produced by eight chefs. These chefs were: Fay Allen,
Virginia Bush, Frank Christian, Sheila Connell, Jim
McBurney, Al Newman, Steve Thompson, and George
Weiss. The Aerospouses set out the desserts and side
dishes. Several aircraft flew in, including Greg
Connell’s new Pitts. 56 members, family, and guests
Judging the Chili
signed in. Before the meal three judges: Sid Brown,
A Pitts in the sky!
Mary Hembree, and Chris Rhodes, assessed the quality and tastiness of the eight varieties
of chili. At 12:41 PM Rev. Farley gave the invocation and everyone ate. Club President Al Nodorft called the business
meeting to order at 1:14 PM. He welcomed guests Chris & Tommy Rhodes, Walt Burton, John Rule, and Cliff, Palmer, and
Ethan Russell, friends of Greg Connell. Al thanked all those who prepared the chili for the meal. He also commented that the
Valentine’s Day decorations for the tables were “great”.
Old Business: Steve Thompson moved that that the minutes for January should be accepted. Al
Patton seconded the motion and it was approved. Frances and George Weiss thanked those who
helped set up for the meal today. The helpers included herself and her husband, George, Fay Allen,
Jon Dunn, Terry Bibeau, and Maurine Rhodes.
New Business: Shirley Harden said that the February social eat-out would be on the 24th at the
Augsburg Haus in Augusta. Al Nodorft handed out the annual EAA chapter service awards.
Mary Hembree then announced the winner of the chili cook-off: Frank Christian. He accepted the
award and cash and immediately donated it to the Building Fund.
Sid Brown reminded everyone about the fish fry next month (March 12). He verified the cooks. Sid said there would also be
a breakfast meeting on April 9th. He asked if anyone was interested in cooking breakfast on that date. There were no
immediate volunteers, so Sid is asking that anyone willing to cook breakfast on April 9 should contact him. His contact
number is on the front page of the Pea Patch Post.
Program: Lt. Col. Higgens of the CAP (Civil Air Patrol) gave a very interesting talk about the Civil Air
Patrol. This included what activities they do and how they perform search-and-rescue. He said that they
still monitor 121.5 and 243 mhz as well as the newer 406 mhz ELT frequency to locate downed aircraft.
He said that Georgia is the 7th largest CAP group with Florida having the largest. The CAP in Augusta
has a Cessna 172 at Daniel Field. The CAP handles the ground support at the Oshkosh EAA fly-in and in
the future may handle the over the forest fire-watches around the country.
Richard Fender moved, and Al Newman seconded that the meeting should adjourn. The motion passed and
the meeting adjourned at 1:27 PM.

SHORT FINAL
AVweb February 28, 2011

Overheard on the ground while taxiing with a lot of training traffic around the pattern:
C1234P (a very young-sounding female voice) :
"Fullerton Tower, Cessna 1234P is at FBO with Whiskey; request taxi to Runway 24."
Tower: "Uh, are you old enough to have Whiskey?"

MORE PHOTOS FROM THE CHILI COOK-OFF
Here are some before photos:

Sid Brown and Chris Rhodes
are mighty serious preparing
samples for the judging.

The judges discuss one candidate's chili.

And those who won second and third place:

Mary Hembree awarding
Sheila Connell the 2nd place
ribbon.

Mary Hembree awarding
Fay Allen the 3rd place
ribbon.

CLUB PRESIDENT AL NODORFT PRESENTED THE CHAPTER SERVICE AWARDS FOR 2010
Note that he also received an award.

To Sid Brown as Vice-President and
Young Eagles Coordinator

To John Magnan as Secretary
and Web Editor

To Don Bush as Treasurer

To Al Patton as Newsletter
Editor, Tech Counselor,
and Flight Advisor

After the meeting members went out to look at Greg Connell's new “toy”.

To Dennis Allen as Flying
Start Coordinator

Member Spotlight
Jim and Karen Reeves

This month’s Member Spotlight is on Jim and Karen Reeves. Jim is a fairly
new member, plus the owner of a Christen Eagle, so he is a good guy!
Jim was born and raised in Waynesboro, Georgia, while Karen was born
and raised in Atlanta, Georgia. They met at a Georgia Tech football game
in 1972 and were married 3 years later.
Jim and Karen have one daughter, Katie, who is going to college
at Georgia Tech to be a Bio-Medical Engineer.
Jim is a retired Delta pilot currently farming cotton and peanuts
near Midville. Karen is a high school history teacher.
Jim became interested in flying through his uncle who was a
Naval Aviator. Jim’s first flight was in a brand new Cessna 152
at the Kennesaw flight school in 1975. He became a Naval
Aviator in 1980. After 6 years of flying fighter-bombers he left
the Navy for Delta Air Lines. He was an MD-88 captain and
currently has 25,000+ hours of flight time.
Jim currently owns and flies a Christen Eagle. His favorite aircraft that
he ever flew is the F/A-18C Hornet with the US Navy. He also flew the
T-28C, A-4, T-2, and A-7E. He has over 300 carrier traps. The most
exciting trap was his first one aboard the Lexington. The ultimate
aircraft he would like to fly is the P-51.
Jim doesn’t have one favorite thing to do in the airplane. Just the ability to get up in the air brings him great
satisfaction. He has been a member since 2009 and likes being part of EAA 172 because it is a great group of
folks to share the experiences of flight.
Please introduce yourself to Jim!

SHORT FINAL
AVweb February 14, 2011

Mobile (AL) Approach: "Aircraft calling Mobile, say again."
Delta Flight: "Delta 1234, out of 14 for ten."
Mobile: "... That's a real bad radio; sounds like an old T-37 in my ear."
Delta: "Roger that."
[brief pause]
Delta: "How's this one?"
Mobile: "Better. Still a lot of whining in the background."
Delta: "That's just the flight attendants."

AVIATION MERIT BADGE TRAINING AT THOMSON ON MARCH 12
Club member Steven Amster is asking that our club members help out in Thomson on
March 12. He knows that that is the day of the Fish Fry, but perhaps some would fly to
Thomson after the meal. His phone number is 706-951-4536 and his e-mail address is:
amsters@pol.net
This is what he wrote:
“I have conducted Aviation merit badge training for members of the Boy Scouts during the past
two years. Now that I have joined the EAA after some prodding and with the realization about
the meshing of the Young Eagle program and the merit badge, I welcome participation by
members of the chapter in this (usually) annual event. Today I received my first chapter
newsletter. I plan to attend the next meeting on February 12.”
“Although the March 12 meeting is the same date as the conduct of the merit badge training (as part of Merit Badge
University -- see the link on the web page at http://www.gacacouncil.org/calendar/2011/03/merit-badge-university/620/), I
have made efforts to have Scouts (age 11 to 18) and Venturers (senior Scouts age 14 to 20) as candidates who are at or near
the age when they can obtain a Student Pilot license and solo.”
“I am a member of the committees of both Troop and Crew 119 in Evans. This year, I shall have been an Eagle Scout for 50
years. I am commercial/instrument SEL and working on my flight and ground instructor ratings. I know Kinsey Butler (my
mechanic), Wade Hammer (we colonels went to Desert Storm together), Terry Florie (my commercial flight instructor),
Brian Mulherin (a co-member of the local chapter of Military Order of the World Wars), and Walt Peterson (a Distinguished
Scouter who assisted me with the merit badge teaching and whose plane is based at Wrens), all I believe are or have been
members of the EAA chapter.”
“We shall do, show, perform, or explain requirements 1, 2c, 2d, 2f, 3b, 4a, and 5. We may do 2a (time, weather, and
parental permission permitting), 2c (if we have access to the flight simulator at the airport), 2g (the airport has posters of
instrument panels of Cessna aircraft like my 2004 Skyhawk 172 SP. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ln4aTIq6Nps is
just like what you will see, except for the heading situation indicator (HSI -- a combined directional gyro (DG) and very high
frequency omnidirectional receiver (VOR)) and a medium frequency automatic direction finder (ADF)) -- to be explained in
class. 4b -- if enough advance interest, I shall arrange a trip to the Bush Field control tower. Thomson airport has no tower
-- I shall explain how aircraft self-announce their positions.

I shall supply charts, foam plates, scissors, rulers, etc. You come prepared to have fun.”
One of the many aviation activities is taking a demonstration – Young Eagles – flight. He
would appreciate anyone with an airplane to come and fly some of the Boy Scouts.

SHORT FINAL
AVweb February 21, 2011

Heard in Cape Town, South Africa:
N1234A (someone with an American Accent):
"Cape Town, uh — is that going to be the ILS Yankee or Zulu for Runway 19?"
Someone Else (not a controller, but someone with a South African accent) :
"It must be the ILS Zulu. Yankees are in America, but Zulus live here in Africa."
The controller and pilot from N1234A both laughed.

PIPISTREL LAUNCHES ELECTRIC MOTORGLIDER
Pipistrel said this week its electric-powered, two-seat self-launching glider, the Taurus Electro G2, is now available for sale.
The company, based in Slovenia, is also offering a solar trailer for the airplane, which can charge it up in about five hours.
The 40-kilowatt motor is powered by lithium-technology batteries that are monitored by
Pipistrel's own battery-management system, which features data-logging and battery health
forecasting. The electric motor can be retrofitted into existing gas-powered Taurus gliders, the
company said, and it will be offered for integration into third-party platforms as well. The
system provides power for up to 17 minutes. Once the airplane is gliding, the propeller retracts
into the fuselage with the push of a button.
The Electro G2 is the first version of the company's electric glider ready for production, but the "G2" or "second generation"
appellation reflects substantial changes made from the original prototype to this production-ready design, the company said.
After extensive testing of the prototype, the company decided to "rethink, redesign and implement completely new solutions"
to create the G2, resulting in "much better reliability, handling and performance." Both the airplane and its solar trailer will
debut in April at Aero 2011 in Friedrichshafen, Germany. The aircraft will compete for the 100,000-Euro Berblinger Prize,
which will reward an aircraft that incorporates innovative ideas with regard to environmental sustainability, economy, safety
and/or construction. (Information adapted from AvFlash February 17, 2011)

SEAPLANE VERSION OF THE AIR TRACTOR
Few pilots familiar with the Air Tractor line of agricultural spraying aircraft know of the Fire Boss, a seaplane version of the
Air Tractor. It can drop 800 gallons of water on a fire before dashing off to a
lake or river to scoop up another load of water. Fewer still know of the AT802U, an Air Tractor equipped with a 50-caliber mini-gun that can serve as an
attack aircraft for counter insurgency operations. All are testimonies to the
genius of Leland Snow, who passed away earlier this week at the age of 80.
The Fire Boss is an intriguing design that mates an Air Tractor 802 and its 800gallon spray tank with a set of beefy floats from Wipaire, an aircraft float
manufacturer. According to Fire Boss LLC chief pilot Mark Mathisen, the joint
engineering project resulted from a dinner meeting between Snow and Wipaire
President Bob Wiplinger.
Air Tractor contributed to the project by designing additional reinforcement and float attach points to its AT-802, powered
by a 1600-hp PT6 turbine engine. Wipaire modified a set of floats originally designed for the Beaver by adding a 3-inch
probe that a pilot can deploy to suck up water. When step taxiing on water at approximately 60 knots, 80 pounds per square
inch of water pressure is generated at the probe. That enables the Fire Boss to fill its tank in 10-12 seconds, while traveling
less than half a mile across the water’s surface. To date, 55 of the planes have been sold, mostly to Australia, Europe, and
Canada. Three of the aircraft are under contract to fight fires in the U.S.
(Information adapted from EAA Sport Aviation Technology February 24, 2011)

CIRRUS ACQUIRED BY CHINESE COMPANY
Cirrus Industries Inc., parent company of Cirrus Aircraft, has been sold to China Aviation Industry General Aircraft Co.
(CAIGA) of Zuhai, China but it appears the company will continue to build parts in Grand Forks, ND and assemble
airplanes in Duluth, MN. CAIGA is a subsidiary of Aviation Industry Corporation (AVIC), the state-owned aviation
company of China that makes everything from military jets to airliners. Cirrus CEO Brent Wouters says the deal will be a
shot in the arm for the company and for its employees in Grand Forks and Duluth. "We are very optimistic to begin our
partnership with Cirrus and add Cirrus's strong brand as the cornerstone in our aviation product portfolio," said CAIGA
President Meng Xiangkai. (Information adapted from AvWeb Breaking News Alert February 28, 2011)

EAA 172 Meeting

Fish Fry Fly-in
March 12, 2011, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

Sun 'n Fun® 2011
March 29 - April 3 Lakeland, FL

EAA 172 Meeting

Breakfast Fly-in
April 10, 2011, 9:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, March 24: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly non-business
social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is Mt. Vintage Plantation Restaurant, 375 Mt.
Vintage Plan Dr, North Augusta, SC 29860. Phone number: 803-279-5422. Contact Sheila Connell for more details
803-279-7250 e-mail: cnl6356o@comcast.net. For a map and directions go to the Web and put in this URL:
nightout.jcmservices.net
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TWO MEN, ONE SAILPLANE, 744 MILES
Two men, aged 42 and 78, have reportedly broken a national two-place record by covering 744 miles at
altitudes up to 27,000 feet on a 9-hour, 19-minute flight out and back to Minden, Nev., in 100-mph
winds, without an engine. Gordon Boettger and the elder Hugh Bennett made the soaring flight on Feb.
15, high above the Sierra Mountain range. Their aircraft was a Discus glider with tandem seating. It
was modified by removal of the engine and the addition of oxygen bottles and batteries. The two
coordinated with controllers at Oakland, Seattle and Salt Lake City for the flight made possible by the
vast mountain wave set up by high winds. Ground speeds ranged from over 100 mph to single digits. Boettger says he has
bigger dreams that involve overnights in the air. (Information from AVweb February 28, 2011

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: 14 CFR 45.29 gives information on the height, width, thickness,
and spacing of registration markings to be displayed on U.S. registered aircraft. Is there a regulation
on how much each character may be canted (angled) from the vertical?
According to EAA: There is no regulation pertaining to "canted" registration numbers. As you
mentioned, all other sizing requirements must be complied with, so if you do "cant" them, be careful to
maintain height, width, thickness, and spacing.
This Month’s Question: Can I log instrument time while flying on an IFR flight plan above a solid
layer of clouds without visual reference to the ground?

FUND RAISING STATUS
Many are already aware that we have a fund raising effort going on for the Clubhouse
roof. We do solicit funds from those who attend the meetings, but most of our members
cannot make all the meetings. I appeal to you, also, for support of this fund. Please
consider writing a check and send it to Don Bush, (address is on the front page).
Remember when writing checks, please make them out to EAA 172 only. Other fancier
titles only get us in trouble with the bank. I will be communicating our progress monthly
as we move toward our goal.
Again, thank you very much for your support!
Al

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also wanted
the mailed version you need to contact club Secretary John Magnan at jcm2@earthlink.net and
indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date, which
for April is March 23 which is also the deadline for any articles for the April issue.

NAME THAT PLANE
Twin Bonanza
The Beechcraft Model 50 Twin Bonanza was a small twin-engine aircraft designed by Beechcraft as an executive transport for the
business market. It was developed to fill a gap in Beechcraft's product line between the single-engine Model 35 Bonanza and the
larger Model 18. The Twin Bonanza is about 50% larger than the Bonanza, has more powerful engines, and is significantly heavier,
while in its earliest form having only half the passenger capacity of the Model 18.
The single-engine Bonanza is one of history's most successful civil aircraft, in production since 1947. Like many light aircraft, a twinengine derivative was developed in an effort to improve performance, but that airplane was the Model 95 Travel Air (and later the
Model 95-55 Baron, its descendant still in production till this day as the Model G58). The Twin Bonanza is not a true twin-engined
derivative of the Bonanza since the cabin is wider and longer, however it did use some of the tooling jigs for the Bonanza as did the
Travel Air (which was a closer derivative designed later).

Specifications Twin Bonanza
(From Wikipedia)

General characteristics
* Crew: 1-2 pilots
* Capacity: 5 passengers
* Length: 31 ft 6 in
* Wingspan: 45 ft 3 in
* Height: 11 ft 6 in
* Wing area: 277 ft²
* Empty weight: 5,010 lb
* Max takeoff weight: 7300 lb
* Powerplant: 2× Lycoming GSO-480-B1B6, 340 hp each
Performance
* Maximum speed: 229 mph (199 knots)
* Range: 1,000 mi (870 nm, )
* Service ceiling: 30,000 ft
• Rate of climb: 1,614 ft/min

FLYING WISDOM FROM TRAINING MANUALS
“You've never been lost until you've been lost at Mach 3.”
- Paul F. Crickmore (SR71 test pilot)“The only time you have too much fuel is when you're on fire.”
-Unknown Author“When one engine fails on a twin-engine airplane, you always have enough power left to get you to the scene of the crash.”
-Multi-Engine Training Manual“Without ammunition, the Air Force is just an expensive flying club.”
-Unknown AuthorIf you hear me yell: “Eject, Eject, Eject!”, the last two will be echoes .
If you stop to ask "Why?", you'll be talking to yourself, because by then you'll be the pilot.
-Pre-flight Briefing from a Canadian F104 PilotThe three most common expressions (or famous last words) in military aviation are:
“Did you feel that?”, ''What's that noise?”, and “Oh S...!”
-Authors Unknown-

Sport Aviation EAA Chapter 172 Membership Form
Name: ______________________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Spouse or Significant Other’s Name: _______________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Anniversary date (day, month) _______________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: ____________
Home phone: __________________ Cell phone: ____________________ Other: ___________________
Business phone: ________________________
Email address: _________________________
Even if you have email would you like to save the club $12
annually and receive the newsletter only by e-mail, not by USPS mail – check here if you agree: ❑
EAA Number (if you belong to the national EAA): _______________
If you’re a pilot, your ratings: _____________________________________ Hours: ______
Aircraft owned, including tail number: ___________________________________________
Please complete this form and return it to:
Don Bush, EAA 172 Treasurer
3076 Old Waynesboro Rd.
Hephzibah, Georgia 30815-6791
EAA 172 Membership for 2011
For new members: Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $30.
For current members:
Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $40. This includes the regular dues of $30
plus a late payment assessment of $10.
Thank you for your support!

