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March, 2010

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

What a strange day to have a Chapter meeting. I think we could have hosted the ski
fly-in that the national EAA tries to have every year. With 4 - 5 inches of snow on the
ground, many called and asked if there would be a meeting or not. It was hard to know
what to do as some would be able to make it and some not. I appreciate the 30 or so
hardy souls who made it. No planes flew in. I guess no one has skis for their plane in this
part of the country.
I didn't make it myself, but not for weather reasons. I flew to Europe that day for a
2 week business/pleasure trip. Due to the weather problems from the day before, I had to
stand in the check-in line for 3 hours at Atlanta. I reached the check-in desk the same time
my flight was leaving. Fortunately I was able to get a later flight and things worked out
well.
I spent one week of work in Europe and the other week skiing in the French Alps.
Not flying related, but it was good to get out into the fresh air and away from work for
a while.
I did actually try a new form of flying for me - paragliding. It is something that I have
always wanted to do in the mountains and finally did it. It was every bit as much fun as
I expected and the 6 minute glide was too short. I can tell you more at the next meeting.
Flying on the airlines is nearly the only time I get to read books. This time I read
From Balloons to Blue Angels. It is the story of aviation in Augusta from the beginning
until 2002. Augusta has a very interesting aviation history! I was also pleased to see the
names of some of our members in there as well. I recommend that you get a copy to read.

Humor
The odds against there being a bomb on a plane are a million to one, and against two
bombs a million times a million to one. Next time you fly, cut the odds and take a bomb.
- Benny Hill

March
Next meeting is March 13th. I am looking forward to the annual fish fry provided by our
members. Gary Ward will be our guest speaker to tell us about his new act, Team Chaos,
plus other stories.
Fly safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172
February 13, 2010
Before the meeting the members, their families, and visitor enjoyed a delicious feast prepared by
Mary Hembree. The repast was a good old-time meal with pot roast, fresh cooked green beans,
mashed potatoes, gravy, bread, some greens and other vegetables, and desserts (sweet potato pie,
cakes, chocolates, etc.). Since Mary had planned for about fifty people, we had plenty, and much
left over. The side dishes were set out by the Aerospouses. Even though they had just been
through a snowstorm, 30 members, family, and a guest signed in. There were no visiting aircraft
because there was 4-5 inches of snow on the runway. At 12:35 PM Rev. Bill Farley gave the
invocation for the meal and everyone ate. Because President Al Nodorft had to take a business
trip, Club Vice-President Sid Brown called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM. Sid welcomed the
visitor, Mary Crom, a guest of Wooten York. Sid thanked Mary Hembree for preparing the pot Mary Hembree setting out the
roast. He also those who helped prepare the clubhouse for the meeting and decorate it for delicious entree.
Valentine’s Day: Fay & Dennis Allen, Don Gay, and George & Frances Weiss.
Old Business: Richard Fender moved and Ron Haley seconded that the minutes for the last meeting should be approved. The
motion passed. Treasurer Don Bush said that the accounts were in order and we had $149 in the Kitty.
Don said that there was one EAA calendar remaining.
Wooten York said that his son-in-law, SSG Dusty Magner, and wife Rebecca, now had a home in
Tampa. Dusty’s wife, an Army 2nd Lieutenant, was now permanently assigned to the VA hospital
there. Dusty had been severely injured in an IED attack in Afghanistan last year.
Sid Brown, Don Bush, and John Magnan talked with the group about the newsletter being emailed.
They repeated what was in the newsletter: if someone did want it mailed by the USPS they would have
to let John know. The members were also told that they did not use email they would still get the mailed
newsletter. Of the 30 people there 10-12 wanted the newsletter by e-mail only. The members there who
received the e-mailed newsletter enjoyed it. Don Bush said he enjoyed the high definition color.
VP Sid Brown conducted
the meeting.

New Business: Sid Brown brought up the Wrens O.B. Brown fly-in. After a bit of discussion and
suggestions from the members, the vote was 14-2 that in May there would be no club meeting on May
8th, the scheduled date. Also there would be no separate Social “Night Out” in May. The Wrens O.B. Brown fly-in would have
a short business meeting on the 21st (Friday), perhaps around 6:00 PM, followed by a meal under the tents (if it's not raining)
and the main fly-in on May 22nd. The going away day, for anyone who stayed Saturday night, would be Sunday, the 23rd.
In preparation or the fish fry on March 13, Vice-President Brown asked if anyone had fish fryers. Also he would contact Pierre
Smith, who was not at the meeting, about obtaining the fish. He would also contact those who usually prepare the fish, fries, etc.
Those people were unable to attend the meeting.
Frances Weiss scheduled clubhouse big cleanups/fix-ups every other month starting Saturday, March 6, at 9:00 AM and ending
around noon. Lunch will be bread, lunch meat, soft drinks, etc. provided by the club. This will go throughout the summer. This
is not the same as the regular meeting preparations the Thursdays before a club meeting.
Sheila Connell said that Dot Colman (Phil's wife) has improved (she had a stroke) and is temporarily in a nursing home for a week
before going home. Virginia Bush said that the next EAA 172 social meeting “Night Out” would be at Harbor Inn Seafood, on
Wrightsboro Road in Augusta on February 25.
Since Pierre Smith was not there, Greg Connell made a very short report about the RV-10: "Flies great." We had a raffle for a
$50 gift certificate for dinner(s) at a restaurant. Sid Brown won. Don Bush said that the club made $11 on the raffle so it paid
for itself.
Jim McBurney moved that the meeting should adjourn. The motion was seconded by George Weiss. The motion was approved
and the meeting adjourned at 1:44 PM.

The Pea Patch in Winter

Hey! This ain’t the North - this is supposed to be the Deep South!
My Mint Julep froze!

Member Spotlight
Ed Christian is one of the few people who were born and raised in Augusta and continues to live
here. I guess he agrees it is a great place to live, along with all of us transplants. Ed is married to
Mary and they have two children. Caroline is in college and Will is still in High School. Will is
also taking flying lessons. He has about 3 hours and a check ride to go!
Ed and Mary met when they were 13 years old at Sunday School. They got serious when he was
in pilot training and married right after he got his wings! Mary is not actively involved with
aviation, but does like to fly on Delta and regularly participates in the EAA “Night Outs”.
Ed is an airline pilot for Delta. He has flown the B-727, MD-88, B-757, and B-767. His
current ride is the B-777. Ed has flown both domestic and international routes - currently
flying "ultra long haul" routes to Dubai, Johannesburg, Shanghai, Tel Aviv. Ed also has a Real
Estate investment business where he buys and rents out homes.
Ed also spent 8-1/2 years in the USAF. He started out as a T-38 Instructor Pilot and then
later went on to fly F-16s. He flew 34
combat missions in Operation Desert Storm
in 1991. After 2200 hours with the USAF,
Ed left the air force with the rank of
Captain.
Ed in a precarious part of a

Ed flew 34 combat missions in the F-16.

Ed's father was a strong influence in Ed's Boeing 777, especially if someone
interest in aviation. Ed's first flight was with decides to start the turbofan!
his father when he was 5 years old. His
father would take him up with him before school to do the morning weather
report for WBBQ. When Ed was 16 he started taking flying lessons. He learned
to fly from Forrest Boshears at Daniel Field in a J-3Cub. Today he has an ATP
and over 11,000 hours.

It is the folks at EAA172 and the Pea Patch that spurred his interest in sport aviation. Ed likes the feel of the "Pea Patch." Feels
like going back in time to the roots of aviation - grass
strip and just a good bunch of folks. It's kind of like being
in a squadron! Ed owns a RV-6 built by Ben Covington.
Ed and his cousin Robbie painted the RV-6 and later he
updated the panel with help from Charlie and Ben. Now
he is also building a Thatcher CX4 which is a single seat
LSA. Ed's favorite aircraft that he has flown is the F-16.
Still, he has a desire to try the P-51 Mustang, a fighter
from a different era.
Outside of flying, Ed likes to shoot guns, play golf and
work out at the gym.
Ed didn't live in Augusta ALL his life. In his sophomore
year of high school he lived with an Italian family and
went to school in Rome. That was in 1975-1976 for
those who want to count the years.

Ed Christian with his RV-6

Ed, we're glad you are part of EAA 172 and we look forward to seeing the Thatcher CX4 fly!

EAA 172 Fish Fry Fly-in
March 13, 2010, at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Breakfast Fly-in
April 10, 2010, at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

Sun 'n Fun® 2010 Fly-In
April 13-18, 2010 - Tuesday-Sunday: Lakeland, FL.

O.B. Brown Memorial Fly-in
May 21-22, 2010, at the Wrens Memorial Airport (65J),Wrens, GA

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: In regard to constructing an aircraft, what is an amateur? If a builder is an A&P is
he still an amateur?
According to EAA Information Services: As long as someone did not pay a builder who is an A&P to perform the work,
he is an amateur. He could build his own aircraft and be an amateur since no one paid him to do the work. As soon as
money, or anything of value, changes hands for work performed, he is no longer an amateur. The actual FAA definition is
found in FAR 21.191(g): (g) Operating amateur-built aircraft. Operating an aircraft the major portion of which has been
fabricated and assembled by persons who undertook the construction project solely for their own education or recreation.
This Month’s Question:
Can an A&P sign off an annual condition inspection for an experimental amateur-built aircraft or must it be an IA?

REMINDER: Starting in April of this year (next month) the Pea Patch Post will be sent only by email to
those folks who have email. They will not receive the paper newsletter unless they give this form to club
Secretary John Magnan and indicate that they want the newsletter mailed to them.
We understand that some folks do not have or do not use email. We will continue to mail to these
individuals, but you must let us know.
Full Name (please print):_________________________________________________
“ Preferred email address(s):
____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
“ I prefer to receive my newsletter in the regular mail.
Mail or give this form to John Magnan:
John Magnan
1616 Mosley Chapel Rd.
Wrens, GA 30833-3905
Or if by e-mail: jcm2@earthlink.net

EAAER CLAIMS ROUND-TRIP, COAST-TO-COAST SPEED RECORD IN AN RV-6A
Dr. Jeremiah (Jerry) Jackson, EAA 279116, recently set a new unofficial "round-trip
transcontinental speed record for piston engine airplanes" in his RV-6A (N214MJ).
Jackson, an engineer from Del Mar, California, flew coast-to-coast and back in just over
a day (24 hours, 10 minutes), totaling nearly 4,200 miles at an average speed of 174 mph.
On January 30, he departed from Montgomery Field, San Diego, at 6:11 a.m., landed in
Jacksonville, Florida, that evening then arrived back in San Diego at 6:21 a.m. on January
31, shattering the old record by three days. According to the Carmel Valley News, the old
record was set two years ago by a plane that flew to San Diego, then waited two days for
ideal weather before returning to the East Coast. Each leg set a record, but the total round
trip took four days due to the two-day delay. The distance of Jackson’s flight was 600
miles longer than Charles Lindbergh’s 1927 historic flight from New York to Paris, the Jerry Jackson broke the round-trip
first nonstop flight between the two cities. The highest altitude he flew was 17,000 feet transcontinental speed record in the
and the lowest was 4,000 feet, and at times his ground speed exceeded 310 miles an hour. plane he built, the Feral Chihuahua.
EAA e-HOTLINE 02/26/10
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These statistics are from the Hand-Proppers Quarterly:
100% of all glider pilots don't hand prop.
0.1 % of motor glider pilots hand prop and 0% handprop in flight.
100% of piston airplanes have props.
95% of all piston pilots have never handpropped.
5% have handpropped.
3% of this 5% are single armed pilots who state they will not handprop in the future but feel they know the procedures very
well (now).
1.9% of this group claim to handprop daily and spend their time on computer bulletin boards and in airport cafès advising
the 95% how to handprop.
0.1% of this group are no-armed pilots who have multiple handpropping experiences and claim they would handprop again
if they could.
There is one statistically insignificant person who drives around different airports in a tow tug with a bungee cord
offering to tug-prop cabin twins......

YOUR PILOT CERTIFICATE MAY BE NO GOOD
Pilots who have not replaced their paper airman certificate with the required new plastic
certificate risk being unable to exercise their privileges at the end of March. All paper
airman certificates will expire March 31, 2010. FAR 61.19(h) reads: “Except for a
temporary certificate issued under §61.17 or a student pilot certificate issued under
paragraph (b) of this section, the holder of a paper pilot certificate issued under this part
may not exercise the privileges of that certificate after March 31, 2010.”
To replace your airman certificate online, visit the FAA website.
To apply for a new certificate via the mail:
1. Complete an “Application for Replacement of Lost, Destroyed, or Paper Airman Certificate” (PDF available at
www.SportAviation.org.), or
2. Send a signed, written request stating your: name, date and place of birth, social security number and/or certificate
number, and the reason you need a replacement.
3. Include a check or money order for $2 (U.S. funds), made payable to FAA, for each certificate you request.
4. Mail your request to:
Federal Aviation Administration
Airmen Certification Branch, AFS-760
P.O. Box 25082
Oklahoma City, OK 73125-0082

NASA WORKING ON 'FLYING SUIT'
It looks like a collaboration between Yves Rossy , the Martin Jetpack , with a
little Buzz Lightyear thrown in but NASA says its Puffin "personal flying suit"
could someday whisk its occupant from a standing start to 30,000 feet on 60
horsepower of battery power. The device uses two rotors to vertically lift and
then propel the occupant at speeds up to 120 knots. The concept was unveiled
at a meeting of the American Helicopter Society Jan. 20 by Mark D. Moore, an
aerospace engineer at NASA's Langley Research Center. Before you start
making room in the garage, however, there's a serious side to the whimsical
device that will keep it in military hands, at least for now. It’s just a computer
concept, but what a fun idea. An electric motor-powered single-man carbon fiber aircraft that can take off and land like a
helicopter but also fly at 300 miles per hour -- that's convenient and practical flying and motivation to become a pilot. Of course,
it's flying now . . . only on your computer screen. AvwebFLASH 01/25/10

EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, March 25: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM
-- This is a monthly non-business social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This
month it is at T-Bones Steakhouse, 2856 Wrightsboro Road, Augusta, Georgia
30909. Phone number: 706-737-8325. Contact Virginia Bush for more details
706-554-5618 e-mail: donr.bush@yahoo.com. For a map and directions go to the
Web and put in this URL: nightout.jcmservices.net

NAME THAT PLANE

DUES ARE DUE!
That time of year has come! Please pay the
annual dues of $25 at the March meeting
or send a check made out to EAA 172 to:
EAA 172 Treasurer
4511 Boulineau Rd.
Blythe, GA 30805

Note that if you want to include your spouse or family in your membership the dues are only $30.
PLEASE give or send your EAA Number, address changes, phone number, e-mail changes etc. to the Club Secretary.

Sport Aviation EAA Chapter 172 Membership Form
Name: ______________________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________
Spouse or Significant Other’s Name: ________________________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________
Anniversary date (day, month) _______________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: _____________
Home phone: __________________ Cell phone: ____________________ Other: ___________________
Business phone: ________________________
Email address: _________________________
Even if you have email would you like to save the club $12
annually and receive the newsletter only by e-mail, not by USPS mail – check here if you agree: “
EAA Number (if you belong to the national EAA): _______________
If you’re a pilot, your ratings: _____________________________________ Hours: ______
Aircraft owned, including tail number: ___________________________________________________
Please complete this form and return it to:
Pea Patch Aerodrome
4511 Boulineau Road
Blythe, Georgia 30805-3605
Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $25.
Thank you for your support!

