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PLANE
February, 2011

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

I need the help from you, our membership. I have been advertising the information
below for two months now in the effort to encourage all our members to pay their dues
in December or January. To my surprise, only about 40 people took advantage of this.
Either I have chased a lot of people away or I didn’t communicate clear enough what
this meant. I hope that many more of you will pay up soon so your officers can put
dues collection behind us for the year.
In an effort to better manage our dues collection, we are asking everyone to
pay their $30 on or before the January meetings. After that a $10 late fee is
also required making your dues $40. Your prompt payment will help us
better manage the dues and understand who our paying members really are.
I am always looking for ways to educate and/or entertain our members at our
monthly meetings. If anyone has ideas on topics or speakers, please let me know.
I plan to learn a bit more about homebuilding this spring. The paint on the underside
of the horizontal stabilizers and elevators on my Eagle was getting quite bad. So I have
removed them and brought them home for re-covering and painting. Will be my first
re-covering job and I am looking forward to it. The worst part is being without a plane
on some of the nice days we have had recently. I am also building up the canopy again
for my glider. I hope to have both planes up and running for this spring.
For those who might be looking to fly a plane under Sport Pilot rules, I got some
more information about the Skycatcher based at Thomson. The rates are as follows:
162 Skycatcher

Standard Rate

Club Member

Prepay Account

Aircraft rental rate

$129

$109

$95

Instructor rate

$55

$50

$45

To join the club costs $45 initial fee and $22/month after that. To get the best rates,
club members need to keep a minimum of $250 on account.
Humor
The passenger aircraft was fully loaded and in the air after takeoff when the
announcement came over the loudspeaker: “Ladies and gentlemen, we’ve been working
on a fully automatic piloting system for years that doesn’t need a flight crew and are
proud to announce that it has been perfected. You are the first passengers to fly
controlled by software only with nobody in the cockpit. We are proud that during all
our testing there has never been a mistake, mistake, mistake, mistake, mistake, …”
February

The February meeting will be on the 12th. Lt. Col. Higgins from the Civil Air
Patrol (CAP) will come to tell us about opportunities for CAP members. For lunch we
will have a chili cook-off. The winning chili will get $50 of which at least ½ must go
to the roof fund, courtesy of Steve Thompson.

Fly safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172
January 8, 2011

Before the meal everyone enjoyed
the warmth from the fireplace.

Before the meeting members, their families, and visitors enjoyed
a delicious meal of potato soup and the 15-bean soup prepared
by Sid and Cathy Brown. The Aerospouses set out many
desserts and side dishes. Because of the wind, no aircraft flew in.
46 members, family, and guests signed in. At 12:28 PM Al
Newman gave the invocation and everyone ate. Club President
Al Nodorft called the business meeting to order at 1:00 PM. He
welcomed new member Charles Lewis from Louisville, Georgia.
Al also welcomed guests Walt Burton, John Rule, Michelle
Burch, and Markus Schuessler as well as Blake Seller, a friend
of Benjamin Brown. Al thanked those who prepared the soups
for the meal.
Visitors Markus Schuessler
& Michelle Burch

Old Business: Richard Fender moved that that the minutes for December should be accepted.
Steve Thompson seconded the motion and it was approved. Frances and George Weiss thanked those who helped set up for
the meal today. The helpers included Sheila Connell, Sam Hart, and Cami, Carmen, Michael, and Mikayla Nodorft.
New Business: Al said that Shirley Harden would handle the social eat-out for February and Sheila Connell would be in
charge of choosing and scheduling the March club eat-out location. Members also discussed what to do about the extra sink
located next to the restrooms. The decision was tabled until the next meeting.
Sid Brown said that Fay Allen would handle the menu for the February meal. Pierre Smith will obtain the fish for the March
fish fry.
Fay and Sid talked about a Chili Cook-off for the February meal. The member who brings in the best chili, as judged by the
members at the meeting, will win a $50 cash award of which at least half has to go to the clubhouse roof fund.
Program: At the end of the meeting we enjoyed listening to and sharing our feelings about a
Chinese company purchasing the company that makes
Continental engines. We also heard Tech Counselor Pierre
Smith talk about bogus AN fittings that have appeared on the
aviation market. Pierre also talked about an interesting fly-in
spot near the coast. It has a 2600’ grass strip that is somewhat
clumpy but usable. It is right across from the Marine Corps
Beaufort air station. Greg Connell also was there and added his
insights. He said that they had some events including a flour
drop. Greg also talked about his replacement aircraft for the
Greg talking about his new
Pitts he has been flying.
aircraft.
Al Newman moved, and Richard Fender seconded that the Pierre showing the fly-in
location near the Beaufort air
meeting should adjourn. The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 1:42 PM.
station.

On January 28th Fay Allen wrote: “We have 5 people committed to bring chili to the Cook-off:
Virginia Bush, Sheila Connell, Jim McBurney, Steve Thompson, and Fay Allen.
If any one else wants to fix chili they need to call me and let me know. They can call 706-790-0511.”

SHORT FINAL
AVweb January 17, 2011

Heard while on approach to John Wayne Airport in Southern California:
Tower: (addressing a Boeing 737 holding short of the runway): "Airline One Twenty-Three, are you ready to go?"
Airliner: "Well, the captain is asleep -- but he should wake up soon."

Member Spotlight
Charles and Susanne Lewis
This month’s Member Spotlight is on Charles and Susanne Lewis. Charles is a new
member and a friend of Pierre Smith, living in Louisville. Charles has joined EAA 172
because he likes the camaraderie and the expertise of our members. Charles owns a powered
parachute and will soon be checked out in Pierre’s
RV-10. The N number on the powered parachute is
N70NA. It represents something and the clues are
in his story. See if you can figure it out.
His favorite things to do with an airplane
are acro and cross country. I can see doing
cross country in the powered parachute, so I
suppose he’ll use Pierre’s plane for acro. J
His favorite plane has flown is the A-6
Intruder, but he would like to fly a Pitts.
We’ll pick up Charles’ story from the
beginning of his Naval career.
After graduation from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis in 1970 and a
motorcycle trip around Europe, Charles completed Navy Dive School in Key West,
Florida. He then entered Navy Pilot training and earned his wings of gold in February
of 1972.
During his first tour at the Naval Air Test Center in Patuxent River, Md. and later with VRF-31 in Norfolk, Va., Charles
flew many types of prop, jet, and rotary wing aircraft. Operational tours included: Attack Squadron -75 at Oceana, Va.,
flying the A-6 Intruder, and Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron -138 at Whidbey Island, Wa., flying the EA-6B Prowler.
Charles was qualified as an Air Combat Maneuvering Instructor and an Airwing Strike Leader. Additionally, Charles served
two tours at Naval Air Station Pensacola, Florida as a jet flight instructor; special qualifications included Post Maintenance
Test Pilot as well as Spin and Out of Control Flight Instructor. His last fleet tour was aboard USS Nimitz from ‘88-’90, in
charge of the Flight and Hangar Decks. He has accumulated over 4800 flight hours in 29 different aircraft types and has
logged 587 arrested landings on six aircraft carriers. His civilian ratings are commercial single and multi land, plus
instrument rating.
In 1992, Charles earned a Masters Degree in Management from Troy State University. Charles retired as Director of the
Navy’s prestigious Aviation Officer Candidate School in Pensacola in July 1993. He taught for five years at Fairhope High
School in Alabama; then for eleven years as the Senior Naval Science Instructor at Jefferson County High School’s Navy
Junior ROTC, retiring from teaching in 2009.
He was married 33 years to Jere Elaine Wasden of Wadley, Georgia. They were triply blessed with children: Jonathan
Samuel (36), Joy Meadows (31), and Matthew William (26). Jere passed away of cancer in July of 2003.
Jonathan has a Masters from Georgia Tech in Urban Planning and works for the city of Atlanta as the Beltline Project
Manager for Land Use. Jonathan is married to Margaret McDuff of Fairhope, Alabama, a William and Mary graduate with
a Masters from Georgia State, who taught kindergarten before children; they have three sons: Samuel (6), Benjamin (3), and
Charlie (1).
Joy is married to Alberto Mendez from Guanajuato, Mexico, who has a law degree. Both Joy and Alberto have Masters
from the University of Florida and teach Spanish at private schools in Atlanta; their daughter Camila just turned one.
Matthew is in his last year of Seminary at Duke Divinity School in Durham, NC and plans to teach philosophy and religion.
Charles remarried to Susanne Smith, his childhood sweetheart, in December, 2004. Susanne was the class valedictorian;
she has a Masters in English from Mercer University and a Masters in Library Science from the University of Tennessee.
Susanne has two daughters: Laurel (35), married to Ruben Gomez-Leon of El Paso: they have one son Alex (7), and Merritt
(33), a chemistry teacher at Lakeside HS in Augusta, GA.
Charles and Susanne are both active in local community theater. Charles has acted in a dozen plays and now co-directs
with Susanne. Spare time in retirement is filled with church and community service, as well as travel, golf, sailing,
windsurfing, flying his powered parachute, kayaking and orienteering.
Please welcome Charles to our Chapter!

A couple of Charles Lewis’s favorite aviation quotes:
"Gravity hath no respect for rank nor experience."
"The three most useless things in aviation: Altitude above you, runway behind you, and fuel in the fuel truck.”

TOP AIR SHOW PERFORMERS MAKE EARLY CONFIRMATIONS FOR AIRVENTURE 2011

Among the performers is Team Chaos with Gary Ward

The first list of confirmed air show performers is out for EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2011, July 25-31 at Wittman Regional
Airport. Among the highlights for the daily afternoon air show lineup is a dual act featuring Chuck Aaron's Red Bull
aerobatic helicopter and Kirby Chambliss' Edge; the AeroShell Aerobatic Team; Matt Younkin and his Twin Beech; and the
Warbird Spectaculars. Also scheduled are the Airshow Aces featuring Gene Soucy along with Kent and Warren Pietsch
performing an old style barnstorming act, and Team Chaos, a modification of the wildly popular "Masters of Disasters" act
of years past.

Confirmed Air Show Performers, EAA AirVenture 2011
(As of 1/5/2011 - list subject to change without notice)
Chuck Aaron: Red Bull Helicopter
Kirby Chambliss: Edge
AeroShell Team: T-6s
Sean Tucker: Pitts
Matt Younkin: Twin Beech
Airshow Aces: Showcat, Interstate Cadet, Extra (Gene Soucy, Kent Pietsch, Warren Pietsch)
Jeff Boerboon: Extra
Bob Carlton: Jet Sailplane
Julie Clark: T-34
Mike Goulian: Extra
David Martin: Jungmeister
Misty Blues: All Female Skydivers
Steve Oliver: Chipmunk
Skip Stewart: Pitts
Team Chaos: Skybolt, MX-2, Jet Truck (Randy Harris, Gary Ward, Neal Darnell)
Team Rocket: 2 Harmon Rockets
Clyde Zellers: SNJ Navy Aerobatics
Warbirds: Warbirds of America
(Information adapted from from EAA eHotline Jan 7, 2011)

LSA CUB LANDS IN 69 FEET
A CubCrafters 180-hp Carbon Cub light SS sport aircraft has landed in 69 feet and taken off in 64
feet to win a takeoff and landing contest in Valdez, Alaska, using the company’s 3X3 landing gear
modification kit just approved by the FAA. There was no wind. The extended gear places the wheels
three inches forward and three inches lower, transferring the aircraft’s weight further aft. It allows
the pilot to brake aggressively after landing.

DOD TESTS WILL MAKE GPS UNRELIABLE JANUARY 20 – FEBRUARY 22
From: "FAASafety.gov" GPS Testing Brunswick, GA.

Notice Number: NOTC2777
The Department of Defense will conduct GPS tests on January 20th through February 22nd, 2011. During
testing, GPS will be unreliable and may be unavailable within a radius of 370NM centered at
304906N/0802811W or the location known as 105.25 degrees and 52.1 NM from the SSI VOR
0000-0245 UTC daily and February 15th through February 22nd, 2011 from 0000-0245 UTC daily.
See link below for further details.
https://www.faasafety.gov/files/notices/2011/Jan/GPS_Flight_Advisory_CSFTL11-01_Rel.pdf
If you rely on GPS in Georgia, South Carolina, or Florida, then be aware that your GPS systems probably will not be as
reliable as they usually are. Or, they could be out of service entirely and intermittently.
According to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), GPS tests will only occur for 45 minutes at a time; however, the
FAA does not give any indication as to when these outages will occur, leaving residents of the aforementioned Southeastern
United States guessing as to when they can expect outages.
The FAA states the precise area where GPS will be out: “During testing, GPS will be unreliable and may be unavailable with
in a circle with a radius of 370NM and centered at 304906N/0802811W or the location known as 105.25 degrees and 52.1
NM from the SSI VOR at FL400; decreasing in area with a decrease in altitude to a circle with a radius of 325NM at
FL250; a circle with a radius of 260NM at 10,000FT MSL and a circle with a radius of 215NM at 4,000FT AGL.” This is
diagrammed below.

EAA 172 Meeting
February 12, 2011, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Meeting
Fish Fry Fly-in
March 12, 2011, 12:30 PM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Meeting
Breakfast Fly-in
April 10, 2011, 9:00 AM at the Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA), Blythe, GA

EAA 172 Night Out
Thursday, February 24: EAA 172 monthly "get-together" -- Social Meeting 6:30 PM -- This is a monthly
non-business social gathering held on the fourth Thursday. This month's location is the Augsburg Haus, 4460
Washington Rd, Evans, GA 30809. Phone number: 706-667-8181. In the Liberty Square shopping center across the
road from WalMart. Dress code: very casual. Website: http://www.augsburghaus.com/ and menu
http://www.augsburghaus.com/menu.html Contact Shirley Harden for more details 706-855-1553 e-mail:
ghardensr@comcast.net. For a map and directions go to the Web and put in this URL: nightout.jcmservices.net or
just click on Map and Directions. For reviews: Augsburg Haus reviews
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EAA 172 Banking Summary - Last year
1/1/2010 through 12/31/2010
INCOME
Uncategorized
250.19
Directed Donation (Kitty)
256.00
Income
Donations
20.00
Dues
1,510.00
Meeting Food Kitty
2,783.00
TOTAL Income 4,313.00
Leftover Food Sold
43.00
People Mover
314.33
Raffle
46.25
TOTAL INCOME 5,222.77

EXPENSES
AirNav Listing
18.00
Clubhose Maintenance
117.00
Clubhouse Supplies
513.69
Corporation Renewal Fee
30.00
Electric Bill
441.27
Expenses
Meeting Food
1,643.61
Trailer Fees
43.09
Other Expenses
356.93
TOTAL Expenses 2,043.63
Insurance
626.00
Member or Officer Awards
85.60
Membership in National EAA
50.00
Newsletter Printing & Postage
717.69
Printing Supplies
231.12
Property Tax
151.59
Wrens Fly-in
162.01
TOTAL EXPENSES 5,187.60
OVERALL TOTAL $ 35.17

FCC HALTS BAN OF 121.5 MHZ ELT
The Federal Communications Commission stayed a rule Jan. 11 that would have
prohibited the certification, manufacture, importation, sale, or use of 121.5 MHz
emergency locator transmitters (ELTs). The rule, if enacted, would have required the
replacement of 121.5 MHz ELTs with 406 MHz ELTs at a direct cost to aircraft
owners. It could also have caused a shortage of the 406 MHz ELTs, leading to the
potential grounding of aircraft until units became available.
“The FAA believes that the current supply of 406 MHz ELTs is not sufficient to replace all existing 121.5 MHz ELTs in the
short term, so, given that most General Aviation aircraft are required to carry ELTs, a prohibition on 121.5 MHz ELTs
would effectively ground most such aircraft,” the document reads. “The FAA further asserts that 121.5 MHz ELTs can
continue to provide a beneficial means of locating missing aircraft even without satellite monitoring of frequency 121.5 MHz,
because the frequency is still monitored by the search and rescue community, including the Civil Air Patrol. It also is
concerned about the cost of equipping aircraft with 406 MHz ELTs.”
“No action will be taken regarding 121.5 MHz ELTs until further notice, following an additional opportunity for interested
parties to comment,” it concludes.
(Information from AVweb January, 2011; AOPA ePILOT Jan 14, 2011)

AVIATION QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Answer to last month’s question: A pilot declared an emergency after an alternator failure in IMC.
Luckily, he made it to the ground safely and ATC was very helpful. Is he required to file a report
about the emergency?
According to AOPA: Part 91.123(d) of the federal aviation regulations states that a pilot who is given
priority by ATC in an emergency shall submit a detailed report of that emergency within 48 hours if
requested by ATC. If the controller did not make the request, then you are under no obligation to file a
report.
This Month’s Question: 14 CFR 45.29 gives information on the height, width, thickness, and spacing
of registration markings to be displayed on U.S. registered aircraft. Is there a regulation on how much
each character may be canted (angled) from the vertical?

If you did not receive a mailed newsletter but only the e-mailed Pea Patch Post and you also wanted
the mailed version you need to contact club Secretary John Magnan at jcm2@earthlink.net and
indicate that you want the newsletter mailed to you. This should be done by deadline date, which
for March is February 23 which is also the deadline for any articles for the March issue.

SHORT FINAL
AVweb January 3, 2011

On a recent flight, a controller instructed two pilots of each other's position and had them make the required adjustments. The
controller was quite jovial and introduced himself as "Bruiser," warning the pilots that he didn't want to see a repeat of the
incident that earned him his nickname.
A few moments later, one of the pilots came on the radio asked Bruiser how he got his nickname. The controller chuckled and
told the pilots that he and another controller had both been looking down while walking toward each other in the hall once and
had bumped heads. Bruiser received six stitches, and the other controller received four.
The pilot asked how these controllers managed to keep airplanes apart. A second later, a Comair flight checked in at FL290,
adding that he too was "a little nervous now."
Bruiser at the center didn't miss a beat. He replied, "Don't worry, fellas. I'm using my good eye today."

ATLANTA TAC, SECTIONAL EXPIRED EARLY
Are your Atlanta charts current? As AOPA reported late last year, edition 82 of the Atlanta Terminal Area Chart and edition
85 of the Atlanta sectional expired Jan. 13, despite a published March 2011 expiration date for both charts. The change in
the valid dates of the Atlanta charts was necessary to accommodate major revisions of the Charlotte Class B airspace.
(Information from AOPA ePILOT Jan 14, 2011)

BRITISH MILE HIGH FLIGHTS GROUNDED BY CAA
Founder Mike Crisp says his air charter's bed-laden Cessna Grand Caravan has been grounded
"because of some prudish snobbery on the part of the CAA [the UK Civil Aviation Authority]."
The CAA disagrees. Crisp's business, Mile High Flights, operated for two years out of
Gloucestershire, England, giving couples the opportunity to join the mile high club. Now, the
CAA says the company has failed to meet safety criteria and the regulatory agency will not
renew the company's operating license. The Mile High Flights Caravan has been fitted with a
few seats and a bed separated from the flight deck by curtains. According to a CAA spokesman,
"We cast no moral judgments on what people do in their planes, that's not our business." Safety
is, and the agency claims that's where they have discovered problems. Exactly what those
problems are has not been widely reported but one source said the CAA has suggested in-flight
activities on these special flights could prove distracting for pilots.
(Information from AVwebFLASH Jan 3, 2011)

NAME THAT PLANE

Stits Playboy
Known for his “world’s smallest aircraft” record holders, Ray Stits was asked by several people to design an airplane that an
amateur builder could produce at home. In 120 days he was able to design, construct, and fly the prototype SA-3A Playboy
(the SA-1 and SA-2 series airplanes were his aforementioned record setting aircraft). The prototype (powered by an 80
horsepower Continental) was flown for the first time in 1953. Construction was a wooden wing and welded steel-tube-type
fuselage, all covered in fabric. The single-place aerobatic SA-3A was to be powered by a 65 to 90 horsepower Continental
engine, and was a sprightly performer with an empty weight of only about 600 pounds. Mr. Stits sold both plans and kits for
the design, and was soon to introduce a two-place side-by-side version called the SA-3B Playboy. He was later to continue
his fame in the light plane field as the developer of the Stits line of flame-resistant aircraft covering materials.
The first in the series of Van's Aircraft designed by Richard VanGrunsven, the Van's Aircraft RV-1, was a modified Playboy
and directly lead to the Van's Aircraft RV-3 and the highly successful RV line of aircraft.

Specifications Stits Playboy (SA-3A)
(From Wikipedia)

General characteristics
• Crew: one
• Length: 17 ft 4 in
• Wingspan: 22 ft 2 in
• Height: 6 ft 4 in
• Wing area: 96 sq ft
• Empty weight: 600 lb
• Gross weight: 902 lb
• Fuel capacity: 14 US gallons
• Powerplant: 1 × Continental C-85 four cylinder, four-stroke piston engine, 85 hp

Performance
• Maximum speed: 145 mph (126 kn)
• Cruise speed: 130 mph (110 kn)
• Range: 400 mi (348 nmi)
• Service ceiling: 12,000 ft
• Rate of climb: 1,050 ft/min

Sport Aviation EAA Chapter 172 Membership Form
Name: ______________________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Spouse or Significant Other’s Name: _______________________________________________
Birthday (day, month) _________________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Anniversary date (day, month) _______________________

Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: ____________
Home phone: __________________ Cell phone: ____________________ Other: ___________________
Business phone: ________________________
Email address: _________________________
Even if you have email would you like to save the club $12
annually and receive the newsletter only by e-mail, not by USPS mail – check here if you agree: ❑
EAA Number (if you belong to the national EAA): _______________
If you’re a pilot, your ratings: _____________________________________ Hours: ______
Aircraft owned, including tail number: ___________________________________________
Please complete this form and return it to:
Don Bush, EAA 172 Treasurer
3076 Old Waynesboro Rd.
Hephzibah, Georgia 30815-6791
EAA 172 Membership for 2011
For new members: Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $30.
For current members:
Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $40. This includes the regular dues of $30
plus a late payment assessment of $10.
Thank you for your support!

