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PLANE
February, 2011

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Al Nodorft

I need the help from you, our membership. I have been advertising the information
below for two months now in the effort to encourage all our members to pay their dues
in December or January. To my surprise, only about 40 people took advantage of this.
Either I have chased a lot of people away or I didn’t communicate clear enough what
this meant. I hope that many more of you will pay up soon so your officers can put
dues collection behind us for the year.
In an effort to better manage our dues collection, we are asking everyone to
pay their $30 on or before the January meetings. After that a $10 late fee is
also required making your dues $40. Your prompt payment will help us
better manage the dues and understand who our paying members really are.
I am always looking for ways to educate and/or entertain our members at our
monthly meetings. If anyone has ideas on topics or speakers, please let me know.
I plan to learn a bit more about homebuilding this spring. The paint on the underside
of the horizontal stabilizers and elevators on my Eagle was getting quite bad. So I have
removed them and brought them home for re-covering and painting. Will be my first
re-covering job and I am looking forward to it. The worst part is being without a plane
on some of the nice days we have had recently. I am also building up the canopy again
for my glider. I hope to have both planes up and running for this spring.
For those who might be looking to fly a plane under Sport Pilot rules, I got some
more information about the Skycatcher based at Thomson. The rates are as follows:
162 Skycatcher

Standard Rate

Club Member

Prepay Account

Aircraft rental rate

$129

$109

$95

Instructor rate

$55

$50

$45

To join the club costs $45 initial fee and $22/month after that. To get the best rates,
club members need to keep a minimum of $250 on account.
Humor
The passenger aircraft was fully loaded and in the air after takeoff when the
announcement came over the loudspeaker: “Ladies and gentlemen, we’ve been working
on a fully automatic piloting system for years that doesn’t need a flight crew and are
proud to announce that it has been perfected. You are the first passengers to fly
controlled by software only with nobody in the cockpit. We are proud that during all
our testing there has never been a mistake, mistake, mistake, mistake, mistake, …”
February

The February meeting will be on the 12th. Lt. Col. Higgins from the Civil Air
Patrol (CAP) will come to tell us about opportunities for CAP members. For lunch we
will have a chili cook-off. The winning chili will get $50 of which at least ½ must go
to the roof fund, courtesy of Steve Thompson.

Fly safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172
January 8, 2011

Before the meal everyone enjoyed
the warmth from the fireplace.

Before the meeting members, their families, and visitors enjoyed
a delicious meal of potato soup and the 15-bean soup prepared
by Sid and Cathy Brown. The Aerospouses set out many
desserts and side dishes. Because of the wind, no aircraft flew in.
46 members, family, and guests signed in. At 12:28 PM Al
Newman gave the invocation and everyone ate. Club President
Al Nodorft called the business meeting to order at 1:00 PM. He
welcomed new member Charles Lewis from Louisville, Georgia.
Al also welcomed guests Walt Burton, John Rule, Michelle
Burch, and Markus Schuessler as well as Blake Seller, a friend
of Benjamin Brown. Al thanked those who prepared the soups
for the meal.
Visitors Markus Schuessler
& Michelle Burch

Old Business: Richard Fender moved that that the minutes for December should be accepted.
Steve Thompson seconded the motion and it was approved. Frances and George Weiss thanked those who helped set up for
the meal today. The helpers included Sheila Connell, Sam Hart, and Cami, Carmen, Michael, and Mikayla Nodorft.
New Business: Al said that Shirley Harden would handle the social eat-out for February and Sheila Connell would be in
charge of choosing and scheduling the March club eat-out location. Members also discussed what to do about the extra sink
located next to the restrooms. The decision was tabled until the next meeting.
Sid Brown said that Fay Allen would handle the menu for the February meal. Pierre Smith will obtain the fish for the March
fish fry.
Fay and Sid talked about a Chili Cook-off for the February meal. The member who brings in the best chili, as judged by the
members at the meeting, will win a $50 cash award of which at least half has to go to the clubhouse roof fund.
Program: At the end of the meeting we enjoyed listening to and sharing our feelings about a
Chinese company purchasing the company that makes
Continental engines. We also heard Tech Counselor Pierre
Smith talk about bogus AN fittings that have appeared on the
aviation market. Pierre also talked about an interesting fly-in
spot near the coast. It has a 2600’ grass strip that is somewhat
clumpy but usable. It is right across from the Marine Corps
Beaufort air station. Greg Connell also was there and added his
insights. He said that they had some events including a flour
drop. Greg also talked about his replacement aircraft for the
Greg talking about his new
Pitts he has been flying.
aircraft.
Al Newman moved, and Richard Fender seconded that the Pierre showing the fly-in
location near the Beaufort air
meeting should adjourn. The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 1:42 PM.
station.

On January 28th Fay Allen wrote: “We have 5 people committed to bring chili to the Cook-off:
Virginia Bush, Sheila Connell, Jim McBurney, Steve Thompson, and Fay Allen.
If any one else wants to fix chili they need to call me and let me know. They can call 706-790-0511.”

SHORT FINAL
AVweb January 17, 2011

Heard while on approach to John Wayne Airport in Southern California:
Tower: (addressing a Boeing 737 holding short of the runway): "Airline One Twenty-Three, are you ready to go?"
Airliner: "Well, the captain is asleep -- but he should wake up soon."

