STUDENTS, INSTRUCTORS CAUGHT UP IN 1941 ATTACK
Last month, December 7, 2016 was the 75th anniversary of the attack by the Japanese on the U.S. Some assume the attack
was just on “battleship row” at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii. The Pearl Harbor attack killed 2,403 Americans, including
68 civilians. Another 1,178 people were wounded, according to a fact sheet posted by the National WWII Museum. The
attack damaged 159 military aircraft and destroyed 169. But it was actually aimed at many targets, not just Pearl Harbor.
General aviation also suffered losses. Civilian and off-duty military pilots flying Piper Cubs and Aeroncas were among the
very first under fire as 353 Japanese aircraft arrived from the north, an attack that approached in two waves from over the
northern headland of Oahu, moving south at about 200 mph toward the U.S. Pacific Fleet’s home base, and other military
targets on the island. Among the first Americans killed on that day of infamy were three men in a pair of Piper Cubs, along
with the owner of the flying school where they had trained, who was himself shot dead on the ground when a fighter strafed
Honolulu’s civilian airport.

About the Piper Cubs: “One Cub plummeted straight into the ocean, while the other “circled for a moment” before also
diving into the water. Only fragments were ever found.” An Aeronca 65TC rented by Hui Lele Club with flight instructor
Guy Nathan “Tommy” Tomberlin, 26, and club student James Duncan had just rounded the northern headland of Oahu
and was headed over land toward Laie when the bullets began to fly.
The pair was about 25 miles north of Pearl Harbor, and Tomberlin would later note the time of that first attack in his
logbook: 7:52 a.m. The first sign of trouble was two streams of tracers that converged on the bright orange trainer from
behind, as author and historian Stephen Harding, the editor of Military History magazine, recounted in a 2013 article about
the civilian flights that became the first victims.
Back at John Rodgers Airport, just south of the battleships that were at the top of the Japanese target list, a Hawaiian Air
Lines DC-3 had just boarded passengers and was preparing to depart. Local attorney Roy Vitousek and his son, Martin,
17, were circling the airport at about 800 feet in an Aeronca TC65 rented from Gambo Flying Service, one of three flight
schools that had been established on the airfield to provide instruction under the Civilian Flight Training Program.
The owner of that school, Marguerite Gambo, was teaching a student in a Meyers OTW biplane, flying near another
Japanese target, Kaneohe. Plumes of smoke rising from Kaneohe made it clear to Gambo that the warplanes were not
American, and her airplane was buffeted by turbulence as fighters pulled up from their strafing run. The fighters did not
engage the biplane, however. Gambo, whose encounter was most likely the basis of one depicted in the 1970 film Tora!
Tora! Tora! (albeit with the wrong aircraft, a Stearman, used in the film), turned and raced toward John Rodgers Airport.
Click on the links below for many more facts about the General Aviation aircraft and civilian pilots during the Japanese attack.
( Information adapted from AOPA ePilot 12/07/16→Civilian pilots under fire at Pearl Harbor, Harding→Dawn of Infamy, historynet.com→First planes
down at Pearl, National WWII Museum→Pearl Harbor Fact Sheet )

FOR SALE:
Members' Items for Sale

RV-4

FOR SALE
1994 RV-4. Just over 800 hrs. total time. Engine is a Lycoming IO 320 -- 220 hrs. SMOH. Inverted fuel and oil
system. Great for day/night VFR. Three blade Catto prop, installed December, 2015, has the very expensive and
top performing "Electroformed Nickel" leading edge. Has a Bendix King KLX 135A GPS/Comm unit. Has a
Terra TRT-250D transponder which takes the all solid-state design of the TRT-250, and adds a more readable
display and a number of convenience features. Standard classic aviation gauges & instruments, no glass panel.
Located at Waynesboro, Georgia.

Asking $49,500
Contact Edwin Wadel, Owner - located Waynesboro, Georgia
e-mail: Edwin Wadel

CLICK PHOTO TO ENLARGE IT.

POWERED PARACHUTE FOR SALE AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
2005 Destiny XLT Tandem. 125 hrs TT. Purchased in 2006 with 10 hrs TT from
original owner. Still perfect. Beautiful multi-colored Sundowner 550 chute. 65 HP
Rotax engine with dual ignition. VHF, CB (for formation flying) and Garmin etrex
GPS. Engine Information System. 10 gal fuel tank. Very economical to fly - 4 gal/hr on
car gas. Great low-and-slow fun at 10 ft AGL and 30 mph. Super platform for sight
seeing and photography. Two helmets with IC. Includes enclosed trailer with ramp.
Located at Louisville, Georgia ( 2J3 ). The safest way to fly. Easy to learn.
Click here or photo to enlarge Owner/seller Navy career attack pilot.

Now asking only $13,995 (reduced by $1,000!)
Contact Charles Lewis at 706-830-3393 or e-mail: Charles Lewis
EAA 172 member Larry Garner sold his Cherokee aircraft. He has many aircraft related items for sale. Larry
wrote on February 4, 2016: “Since I sold my Cherokee , been going thru what airplane stuff I’ve accumulated over the
years and this is some of what I have. I am very open to offers, just have to start somewhere. I did research current selling
prices.”
Larry Garner e-mail: garner49@comcast.net SEE THE LIST AT: Garner's Airplane Stuff

Club Member Aaron Ramsey still has this aircraft for sale:
Quicksilver MX Sprint
Single place – high wing – Single Engine
Wing Span 18'- 1”
Empty Weight 250 lbs. (true ultralight!)
Gross Weight 525 lbs.
Useful load: 275 lbs.
Engine: Rotax 447
Fuel capacity: 5 U.S. gallons
Takeoff distance 50' obstacle: 200 feet
Rate of climb: 900 ft/min
Landing distance: 200 feet
Maximum level speed: 54 mph
Also included with sale is a Rotax 503 engine that needs servicing/rebuilding.
Located at an airstrip near Blythe, Georgia in a covered hangar.

For the full version of this ad with much more information click on:
For Sale: Quicksilver MX Sprint

ASKING: $4,500 OBO
This ad was NEW 01/27/14
Contact Aaron Ramsey
e-mail: veryhappyhouse@bellsouth.net
Phone number: Cell: 803-292-2235

=========================

EAA 172 MEMBER KEITH ROBBINS STILL HAS THIS ENGINE FOR SALE:
Continental O-300-D engine with Airflow Performance injection.
Engine log included. TT 2274. SMOH 1135. Cylinders replaced STOH 62.4 Custom Full flow intake manifolds.
*Injectors and log manifolds installed and tested by Airflow Performance in South Carolina.
*Engine stored in shipping box, turned, and cylinders blown with oil.
*Engine attached to a custom mount.
*New plugs and wires.

Continental O-300-D lower side

Continental O-300-D bottom & frame

Contact Keith Robbins by e-mail: kcr83406@yahoo.com
For the full version of this ad, with enlargements, click on: For Sale: Continental 0-300-D engine

