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January, 2017

President's Desk

Al Nodorft

Happy New Year everyone! Hope everyone got a break from work and time to
meet with family and friends. Looking forward to the new year myself.
A couple of updates are going on with my plane here the first week of
January. Putting ADS-B and a more advanced engine monitor in a place where I
can see and reach it. Having this work done by Palmetto Avionics. The
Cherokee 6 panel is funny in that all the engine instruments are located on the
far-right panel and the panel cover is raised a bit. This makes it so you cannot
see the whole instrument unless you lean over. Very annoying!
Had our first staff meeting in December. We would like to respond to some
suggestions to change the time of the meetings from 12:30 to 11:30 am, giving
back a bit more of your afternoon. Earlier is possible, but you start getting into
that zone between breakfast and lunch. Please give it some thought prior to the
meeting and provide feedback.
Humor
Airplanes are wonderful. More wonderful than cars and boats. Think about it…
there are more airplanes in the ocean than there are submarines in the air. Flying
cars – still a dream.
January Meeting
The January meeting is on the 14th at 12:30 pm and we will be having a chili
cookoff. Bring the best chili that you have or a side and come enjoy.
Our next guest speaker for the Chapter 172 monthly meeting will be our
new Chapter Vice President Dave Dent. He comes with a varied aviation
background. He has over 55 years in aviation maintenance holding a Master
Mechanic, Charles Taylor Award, presented to him by the FAA in July 2012.
He holds ratings as A&P, IA, Pvt, Com, ME, Inst. He has been flying since
1963 and has built and restored a number of experimental aircraft, his first in
1971 and the latest being a Velocity XL/RG.
He has been active in the EAA since 1980 working with mainly the
Livermore California EAA Chapter 663 and holding different positions
including being a technical advisor since 1983.
Dave’s talk will be related to his experience in working with the building of
unmanned air vehicles and the people he worked with like Burt Rutan’s Scaled
Composites, DOE, BMDO, NASA and others. He has many stories related to
what goes on behind the scenes in the building of new technology and concepts
that go into flying UAV’s at very high altitudes and for long endurances
autonomously.

Fly Safe!

Al

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172 for December 10, 2016

BOARD MEETING: Before the party the officers met and
decided to have a Chili Cook-off for the January, 2017 meeting.
Treasurer Don Bush shared that so far 40 members had paid their
2017 dues. We should be getting about 40 more dues payments by
the end of this month.

The Christmas
buffet table
overflowing
with food.

Secretary John Magnan and
Treasurer Don Bush discussing
the membership accounts.

The weather was chilly with clear skies and no rain, with the temperature in the upper 40s. Two planes
flew in – Pierre Smith in his RV-10 and Eddie Booth in his RV-7. 32 members, their families, and
visitors enjoyed socializing and camaraderie in the comfortably heated clubhouse. At 12:32 PM vicepresident Joe Britt gave the invocation and everyone enjoyed the fine Christmas
turkey dinner prepared by Ben and Sid Brown. Many put unwrapped toys into
boxes set out for the children at the CMC - the Children's Medical Center at the
Medical College of Georgia in Augusta. At 1:09 PM new club president Al
Nodorft started a short meeting. Al thanked Sid and Ben Brown for preparing
the turkeys and turkey dressing. Then he welcomed visitors Miranda and Alex
LaFave from Ridge Spring, South Carolina. At the end of the meeting Miranda & Alex joined EAA
172. Alex is a pilot and is already a member of EAA national.
Old Business: Don Bush moved and Steve Thompson seconded the approval of
the minutes of the November 12th meeting. The members approved the motion
unanimously.

New Business: Virginia Bush said that we would not be having a December social eat-out for EAA
172. The next one is January 26, 2017 when Shirley Harden will be handling the planning.
Pierre Smith mentioned that his son-in-law, James Watson, is an A&P and a Cirrus Certified
Mechanic. James’ phone number is 706-550-8628. James recently did an annual on club Secretary
John Magnan’s neighbor’s Cessna 172 at the Louisville, Georgia airport.
Al Nodorft discussed having a Chili Cook-off on January 14. He asked for volunteers to bring in a
favorite chili. Among the volunteers who might be able to share a favorite chili recipe with us next
month are Steve Amster, Don & Virginia Bush, Charlie & Sheila Connell, Ron & Karen Haley, Al
& Cami Nodorft, Carl & Sandy Walther, and George & Frances Weiss.

New members
Miranda & Alex
LaFave.

Richard Fender moved and Don Bush seconded the meeting adjournment. The members approved the motion and the
meeting portion of our Christmas festivities ended at 1:20 PM. We were then entertained with live instrumental music
and singing by the Nodorft youngsters along with a German exchange student now staying at their home. They sang
tunes including Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, Elvis Presley’s “Can’t Help Falling in Love With You”, a German
Christmas song, and other Christmas favorites.

