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Happy New Year! Wishing you good health, happiness, and success in
the coming year and always.
Here’s some information about me, your new chapter president. The
person who got me into aviation was my grandpa. He was in the U.S. Air
Force as an air traffic controller. After he retired from the service he
became the FBO manager at the Williston, Florida, airport (X60). When
I was a kid I would go visit my grandparents for a couple of weeks
during the summer. As I got older my grandfather started giving me
some responsibility at the airport. I started out cleaning the lobby and the
offices and moved up to filling up aircraft as they came in for fuel.
One day a pilot, whose name was Terry, flew in for fuel for his Cessna
140 tail dragger. He asked if I had ever been in a small plane before. I
replied “No I have not.” He told me to ask my grandpa if I could go
flying with him. And that is when I got bitten by the aviation bug -- and
loved it ever since. Currently I have 11.7 hours logged in my logbook. I
am also building a Van’s RV-9A. My goal in my aviation career is to one
day open and run a flight school, starting with a ground school right after
I get my private pilot’s certificate. Thanks for reading this and keep in
mind that a good pilot is always learning.
Looking forward to seeing all of you at the Augusta Aviation FBO at
Daniel Field on the 9th.
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The January 9, 2016 meeting will be at

Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172 for December 19, 12:30 PM
The Christmas Party
The weather was cool, with the temperature in the low 50s,
as expected with Winter starting in a couple of days. But
the sun was shining. Before the meeting 39 members, their
families, and visitors enjoyed the delicious turkey dinner
prepared by departing club president Sid Brown. Many put
unwrapped gifts into boxes set out for the children at the
Toys for the children at the Children's Medical Center in Augusta. Four planes flew in.
Children’s Medical Center. At 12:33 PM club president Sid Brown gave the invocation
and everyone ate. He welcomed the guests and
congratulated the 2016 officers who were elected or re-elected at the last meeting. Then Sid auctioned off the two smoked
turkeys that were not going to be eaten at the meal. He started a brief business meeting at 1:19 PM.
Sid talked about this being his last meeting as EAA 172 president. He said it was a privilege for
him to hold the presidency for the past three years. During those years it had been important for
him to get more people interested in aviation. An EAA 172 member taking a clubhouse visitor up
in the member’s aircraft was one way to get someone excited about flying a plane and enjoying
the exhilaration of flight. Sid said that the Pilot’s Bill of Rights being considered in Congress
would allow more pilots, who otherwise are no longer able to legally pilot an aircraft, to again
become active. It would also lessen the hassle of getting and keeping a medical for current and
prospective pilots.
Old Business: Charles Lewis moved for the approval of the minutes for the November 14th
meeting. Richard Fender seconded the motion, which was passed by the members.

Outgoing club president
Sid Brown talking about
the Pilot’s Bill of Rights.

Vice President Joe Britt discussed the January 9th club meeting at Daniel Field. The Augusta Aviation avionics experts
will be presenting a program about ADS-B, which is required for many aircraft by 2020. He said the meeting would be
at the regular 12:30 PM time. Members could come as early as 11:00 am to look around at the newly refurbished FBO
building. We would be having hot dogs and hamburgers provided by Augusta Aviation. Members should bring side
dishes and desserts. When asked about it, Joe said that he would contact the Daniel Field people about them forgoing any
landing or tie-down fees for those who fly in for the meeting.
New Business: President Brown proudly announced that his son, Ben, has received his A&P certificate.

Ben Brown with his
A&P certificate.

President Brown brought up the February 13th club meeting at the Pea Patch. Members agreed that it
would be fine to have a chili cook-off for that meeting. After some discussion it seems among the
varieties of chili that would be prepared would be vegetarian and venison chili. Volunteers who would be
bringing their favorite chilies include Don & Virginia Bush, Charlie & Sheila Connell, Jim Maher &
Ronna Hiltz, Johna & Steve Thompson, and Frances & George Weiss. We also talked about whether or
not to have a fish fry for the March 12th meeting. Some said it was possibly too expensive though we
could charge as much as $8 rather than $5 for the lunch depending on the attendance and the cost of the
fish. Others brought up that the March fish fry was a long time tradition for EAA 172 and pilots in the
area looked forward to it. We agreed to table the discussion until the next meeting.

Young Eagles Coordinator Nandi Shetty talked about the work he has done starting up Young Eagles activity for
operations at Augusta Regional Airport - Bush Field. Perhaps he will start this program with fewer than five youngsters
scheduled at first, to see how things work out.
Virginia Bush said that the next social eat-out will be on January 28, 2016. Sheila Connell will be handling the details.
There will be no social eat-out in December.
Joe Britt moved to adjourn the meeting. Ronna Hiltz seconded the motion and those present approved the motion
unanimously and the business meeting adjourned at 1:41 PM.

