Lt. Col. Aldine Patton’s WWII Experiences
In an after-meeting interview, Al Patton gave more information about his exploits as a pilot in World War II. He
said that the training accident he had while still in the States was one that he was extremely lucky to survive. He
said that after the bomber next to his ripped into his wing and there were pieces flying
all over. This happened at a point when both planes were diving vertically at nearly
300 MPH at a very low altitude. He did not bail out right away and said he stood up
in the cockpit for a while (his plane was going down)
before jumping. He said he only got what he said was
a sprained ankle after landing and needed crutches to
get to the rescue vehicles. He said he still has the rip
cord handle from the parachute that saved his life but
doesn’t know where it is now. Also he received a
small pin from the Caterpillar Club for bailing out. He Some Grumman F4F Wildcats
doesn’t know where that is now, either. Al graduated which Al also piloted.
from flight school in July 1943. To celebrate this he said he had been planning to
fly a Corsair under a bridge on the Mississippi. He thinks it was over Arkansas.
A Corsair, not necessarily the one He had been wanting to do this for a while and was a little apprehensive since there
Al flew under the bridge.
wasn’t much room between the bridge and the water. Al said that he recalls a boat
near where the bridge was. So, to celebrate his flight school graduation he flew
under the bridge with the Corsair. Note to the Navy & Marines – it’s too late to write him up for this!
Al said that he left Honolulu in 1944 on a carrier – he doesn’t recall its name. His
carrier battle group headed toward Manus, Bougainville, New Guinea, Luzon, and
Mindanao in the Philippines. [According to WWII records, September, 1944, was
very busy for the fighter groups who attacked various targets on Mindanao
Island.] At the meeting he had described some of what he did after leaving the
carrier (he was a carrier-qualified pilot). In the interview he talked more about
what happened. At their pre-flight briefing he was given coordinates of enemy
locations, some airfields, on Mindanao and took off in his SB2C with a 5 on the tail
– he said it was his lucky number. He said he went to “kill Japs” and met no enemy
aircraft or ground fire. At times his plane was armed with rockets used to blow up SB2C Helldivers closer to the
in caves where Japanese were hiding. In answer to how he aimed the rockets – he color of the one Al flew.
said he raised the plane's nose a little and looked at the arc of the first rocket after
it left the plane, then he could adjust the nose height for the second rocket. Al said that his SB2C was all black, not
fancied up like the photo on the front page of this newsletter. He also said he probably has more time in the
Helldiver than anyone since he often volunteered to take the place of other pilots who had families back in the U.S.

"EAGLE FLIGHT" LAUNCHES IN JANUARY
No, it won’t be called “Geezer Eagles”, but EAA will roll out its new Young Eagles-style familiarization program for adults
in January. In a year-end interview, EAA President Rod Hightower said the program, named Eagle Flight, will fly its first
adult pilot wannabe in March. The name was presumably chosen from submissions by EAA
members after the program was announced during EAA AirVenture last year. Hightower said
that about a third of the 15,000 newly licensed pilots in 2010 were older than 34 and Eagle Flight
aims to tap into the latent desires of many potential new pilots. He said many people dream of
flight from a young age and aren't able to pursue it in their youth. As they get older and get more
time and money they start thinking about acting on those dreams. The new program is designed
to make the first step of getting into the left seat of an airplane easier. Hightower said there is
already strong support for the program. More than 200 EAA members have expressed willingness to use their aircraft for
Eagle Flights. (Information adapted from the 12/19/11 issue of AVwebFLASH )

LA FAYETTE FLYING CORPS MEMORIAL
This came from Jean-Pierre Got in an e-mail from France.
From 1916 until 1918, the Escadrille Lafayette and La Fayette Flying Corps had served on practically every battle front in
France, had downed 57 enemy aircraft and lost nine of its pilots in action. Despite its historic importance, the monument to
America's first combat aviators* built in 1928 near Paris, France, has deteriorated in recent years. The Foundation for the La
Fayette Memorial sollicits donations for remedial works on the crypt of the young heroes and for the upkeep of the
monument.
By relaying this information you, too, can help preserve the historic landmark of an
illustrious history.
Thank you. Jean-Pierre Got
The commemorative poster at the left, my contribution to the "Save the Memorial Appeal", is
a reminder in style of the patriotic billboards of the First World War.
"Nouvel envol" (A New Taking Off) shows the famed Nieuport 11 plane taking off near the
Memorial.
The horizon blue color was that of the French uniforms worn by the La Fayette pilots.
The Indian Chief head, reproducing the one painted on the side of one of the planes, was the
squadron's popular symbol.
Go to http://rdisa.pagesperso-orange.fr/html/Frames/lafayette.html to find out more details
about how to donate.

*Escadrille La Fayette Story:
In 1916, a small group of young and courageous American enthusiasts of adventure, idealism and love with France, was committed
in the French Army becoming pilots in the French Air Force. They wanted to fight in return for the nation which had helped their
country in the past. More than 200 Americans were trained by French instructors as flyers.
Gathered in an "American Squadron" belonging to the French Army, commanded by Capitaine Georges Thenault, they were
equipped with the famous French aircraft of the WW1, Nieuport 11 "Bébé". The Squadron was baptized "Escadrille Lafayette" in
honor of the young Frenchman who fought beside General Washington in the American Independence War.
In February 1918, escadrille airplanes and most of its pilots were taken over by the United States military.
The greatest contribution of Escadrille Lafayette pilots was in 1918 after most had transferred to the AEF's Air Service (USAS).
Because of their experience, they were assigned to newly-arrived American units where they could pass along their combat
knowledge to the fledglings.
As combat veterans, they were the pilots that the USAS depended upon when sending its own "green" pursuit pilots at the Front.
Document video: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6lfss_ww1-tribute-to-the-lafayette-squadr_news#rel-page-under-5

Words of Wisdom From Aviators
Death is just nature's way of telling you to watch your airspeed.
Real planes use only a single stick to fly.
This is why bulldozers and helicopters (in that order) need two.
There are only three things the copilot should ever say:
1. Nice landing, Sir.
2. I'll buy the first round.
3. I'll take the fat one.

