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PRESIDENT’S DESK

Happy New Year everyone and thanks for the opportunity to be your Chapter President
for another year. I hope that the other officers and I can make another great year for
everyone.
Another reminder about dues as I don’t want anyone to miss the opportunity to pay
the minimum amount. In an effort to better manage our dues collection, we are asking
everyone to pay their $30 on or before the January meetings. After that a $10 late fee
is also required making your dues $40. Your prompt payment will help us better
manage the dues and understand who our paying members really are.
We will continue collecting money to go towards the roof fund. We are just over
$500 at this time, reaching for the goal of $3000. Many of you cannot always come to
the meetings, but we need your support also. Please consider writing a check for
whichever you want to support and send to Don Bush, (address is at the left).
Remember when writing checks, please make them out to EAA 172 only. Other fancier
titles only get us in trouble with the bank. Further in the Newsletter you will find a
graphic showing our progress towards our goals.
It has been a while now, but I wanted to relay a flying experience I had on Black
Friday. My cousin flies the traffic reporting plane in the city of Orlando. They use a
Cessna 172. On Black Friday they do Mall Watch instead of traffic, so I went with
him. Starting at 6:00 am, we flew around to every mall in the greater Orlando area
with the radio station traffic reporter in the back. It took about 45 – 50 minutes to
make each lap. With one ½ hour break, we completed 6 laps by noon. By the third lap
I felt like I was getting to know the Orlando area well enough, but stuck it out to the
end. This is the first time that I “visited” all the malls on Black Friday while my wife
stayed home!
It was interesting because we were in controlled airspace most of the time. We also
had constant communication with the TV helicopters that were making the same basic
rounds that we were. Later in the morning we had to avoid the police plane that was
watching for speeders over a portion of highway. We started out in the dark, so you
can imagine the lights of Orlando are beautiful at night. Got to watch the sun come up.
Haven’t done a lot of those things for a long time.
January

The January meeting will be on 8 January. We are planning to have Tim Wright
come and make a presentation on Ben T. Epps, Georgia’s first aviator. For lunch we
will be having potato and bean soup. See you there!
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Minutes of the Meeting for EAA Chapter 172
December 4, 2010
The EAA 172 Christmas Party

Mary Hembree's fine
floral display.

Before the meeting the members, their families, and visitors
enjoyed a delicious meal of turkey with all the Christmas
trimmings. This was prepared by Sid and Cathy Brown. The
desserts and side dishes were set out by the Aerospouses. There
were 57 members, family, and guests who signed in. Six aircraft
flew in. At 12:39 PM Al Newman gave the invocation and
everyone ate. Club President Al Nodorft called the business
meeting to order at 1:25 PM. The club welcomed new member
Charles Lewis from Louisville, Georgia. Al thanked Sid and
Cathy Brown for preparing the meal.

Club Members enjoying the
sumptuous Christmas feast.

Old Business: Richard Fender moved that that the minutes for October (no minutes for
November since we did not have a meeting) should be approved. The motion was seconded and approved.

Those who wish to purchase calendars should see Don Bush. Also, President Nodorft reminded everyone that dues for 2011
are $30 through the date of the January meeting. After that a $10 late fee will be assessed so the dues would then be $40.
New Business: We held the annual election of officers. Steve Thompson moved and Pierre Smith seconded that we keep the
same officers for 2011 as we had for 2010. The motion passed. The 2011 officers are: President: Allen Nodorft; Vicepresident: Sid Brown; Secretary: John Magnan; Treasurer: Don Bush.
Sid Brown said that the menu for the January 8, 2011, meeting will be potato soup and 15-Bean Soup. He also said that for
future meetings there will be teams of cooks for each meeting and asked members to volunteer to cook at a monthly meal.
The menu for February will be chili. For March it is the Fish Fry Fly-in.
Wooten York talked about his plane crash on November 27. He said that though he was not injured,
after the accident, when he was walking between the crashed plane and the ambulance, he had a heart
attack so the ambulance was needed after all to take him to the hospital. He’s mending OK and in a few
days he will be getting his Quicksilver GT500 from the field where he
crashed. Wooten said that it is repairable. Wooten also said that he will be
marrying his fiance, Joy Crom, the next day (December 5).
Program: Will Robertson, a former Young Eagle who graduated from
Embry Riddle Aviation University and is a CFI/CFII, talked about his
aircraft, a Skycatcher, and also about a new program put on by Spirit
Aviation at the Thomson-McDuffie County Airport. This will be a “club”
where members join for $40 and pay $15 a month. For this, aircraft flight Wooten talking about
training in combination with aircraft rental will be available at a reduced his crash. His fiance is
at his right.
cost. This will not apply, however, to taildragger endorsement.
Al Newman moved, and Richard Fender seconded that the meeting should adjourn. The motion passed and the meeting
adjourned at 1:42 PM.

Frances Weiss has asked that 3 or 4 people come between 9:00 – 10:00 AM on Saturday, January 8 (the
day of the meeting), to prepare the clubhouse and set things up. This day would be a better one than the
usual Thursday before the club meeting. Since members are coming to the meeting anyway, they will not
have to make an extra trip. She passed around a list so that people could sign up to prepare the clubhouse
before the meeting.
DUES NOTE: IF YOU PAY THE 2011 DUES BY JANUARY 8, THE FIRST MEETING OF 2011, THE
DUES WILL ONLY BE $30! AFTER THAT DATE THE DUES WILL INCREASE TO $40 FOR 2011.
MAIL YOUR DUES TO DON BUSH – ADDRESS ON THE FIRST PAGE. MAKE CHECK OUT TO “EAA 172”

