
The 
HISTORY OF EAA 172

PART I
By “Baldo” -- Aldine “Al” Patton

with information from Bob Rhodes,  Joe Miles, Al Newman, Gerald Ballard and others

In the early 1960s & 1970s Arthur Johnson created an airstrip near the western Augusta city limits, off 
old Belair Road. It was called the “Flying J” ranch and airport. It boasted a fishing pond and a modest 
cinder block house beside the pond. Art Johnson and his wife lived there.

The airstrip was about 3000 feet long and somewhat hilly. At that time a power line crossed the runway 
midfield and challenged a pilot's ability to touch down before passing under the wire. My first time at 
Art Johnson's airport I saw that a Cessna 172 (I believe Richard Fender's) was parked in a barbed wire 
enclosure. This was to protect the airplane from cows or horses. Art built several open hangars and one 
50'  x  50'  main hangar  with sliding  doors.  This  one would eventually become EAA Chapter  172's 
meeting place until 1986.

Art Johnson decided to go back to Yankee Land and sold the property to an investment group headed 
by Jack Hodges. The airport property  was leased to “Farmer Brown” as a cattle ranch for small cows. 

The person who put together the photos on this and future pages in January, 2004, wrote:
“It was my very great pleasure to have been associated with the members of EAA 172 off and on since 1963. It was a 
wonderful time and place, and I am delighted to take the time to dig out these pictures to share. I hope you enjoy 
them. Some of them are a little fuzzy because I scanned them from 35mm contact sheets of negatives I made of rolls 
of film I shot.” These are photos taken from the early 1960s through about 1984-1985. [Margin notes by Al Patton]



This created a situation – it was still an airport. Aircraft that were attempting to land would have to 
buzz the cows until the runway was clear for a landing, a concern if an aircraft was low on fuel! After 
about a year “Farmer Brown” decided to take his cattle to Texas. 

The airport property was then leased to Tom Patton who would live in the house by the pond. He now 
called the airport “Patton Field” which became a very popular airfield. Tom created the Blue Grass 
Annual Festival with a small band using a platform by the pond. Food and drinks, Blue Grass music, 
and an airshow made an enjoyable event. At one time Al and Tom Patton attempted to make the airport 
an airpark. 

Leonard Nance, a club member through at least 2000, was hired to make drawings for future roads, lots 
and houses. These were presented to the Richmond County zoning board. It did not approve the venture 
and would not allow permanent structures to be built.  In 1985 member Ben Covington bought the 
airport. Eventually he sold the property and the Pea Patch at Blythe, Georgia, became our new home. 

During this time the aviators who used the original Flying J ranch airport, subsequently Patton Field, 
(both the original “Pea Patch”) were meeting in the mid 1960s just to socialize and “hangar fly” at 
various homes and restaurants near Daniel Field in Augusta, Georgia. They decided to join the national 
EAA – Experimental Aircraft Association – and on March 8, 1966, created a Georgia non-profit 501(c)
(3) corporation legally named EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION, CSRA CHAPTER 172, INC. State 
of Georgia No. A601409. Its EIN (Federal Tax Identifying number) is 58-2595879.  The club has 
continued  its  Georgia  corporate  non-profit  status  as  well  as  its  membership  in  the  national 
Experimental Aircraft Association ever since 1966 – 47 years. Some of the original members remain 
alive and active in the club. On these History pages, and in future months, you can see their names and 
photos.

As part of the Federal 501(c)(3) status for EAA 172, Inc.:
"No part  of  the  net  earnings  ...  inures  to  the  benefit  of  any private  shareholder  or  individual,  no 
substantial part of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda" and which "does not participate in, 
or intervene in ... any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public 
office." Also,  the corporation Constitution indicates the scientific and educational purposes of EAA 
172, Inc. Read the entire EAA 172 Constitution at EAA 172 Constitution on the EAA 172 Website.
(The original By-Laws unanimously passed at the regular monthly meeting held at Daniel Field, Augusta, Georgia, on May 
19, 1966) 

If  you see something you don't quite agree with on these “History” pages, don't yell or 
scream, just write a note to the club Secretary. Include your full name and describe what 
you disagree with. Or you might want to add on information you know first hand. Please 
make sure you include the first and last names of people you mention. You may e-mail or 
“snailmail”  the  note  or  hand  it  to  the  Secretary  at  a  club  meeting.  If  you  just  say 
something about a change without writing it down it will possibly be forgotten.

 E-mail to: EAA172@jcmservices.net any comments, additions, subtractions, etc.

http://jcmservices.net/constitu.htm
mailto:EAA172@jcmservices.net


The 
HISTORY OF EAA 172

PART II
With photos archived by Al Patton and with some of his margin notes.

Some of the text below refers to what was written in PART I – in the May, 2013,  Pea Patch Post. You might 
want to refer to that newsletter or for those on the Internet click here: PART I and keep it on the Desktop. 
Keep in mind these are at least 5th generation photos – 35 mm black & white photos were taken many years ago,  
the negatives transferred, then they were scanned, put on someone's Website (now defunct), which was printed out  
9 years ago, then from those pages scanned again for this newsletter.

At the May 11th club meeting Richard Fender and Bob Rhodes filled in more information about the 
history of EAA 172. Richard said yes, he did have a Cessna 172 which he kept in an area surrounded 
by a barbed wire fence. He said he owned forty acres at the end of the old Pea Patch field. It was called 
“Fender's 40” and he owned it for several years.
  
Here are some photos showing the fun activities of the early EAA 172 crowd. The first is an early club 
meeting at Patton Field. The one on the right is of the EAA 172 members clowning around with a wind 
sock (they were younger at that time – some 30-40 years ago!). Below those on the left is Ken Moore 
working on an airplane. The Pea Patch Corporation named the entrance road to the present Pea Patch 
after him. And, yes, he still is alive and a current member of EAA 172. On the right is Dan Silliman 
working on the Star Duster. Dan is also still a current member of EAA 172.

 

http://jcmservices.net/PeaPatchPost0513-3&4.PDF


Bob Rhodes filled in more information about the construction of the old 
Pea Patch. He said that they obtained 100 acres from Arthur Johnson. Bob 
used a motor grader to grade the strip. Then he got a bulldozer to finish up 
some things such as burying one power line.  The other power line, as 
mentioned previously, was over the field so pilots had to watch out for it 
when landing or taking off. Bob said that he had a Taylorcraft then, and 
called it the “best airplane ever made for a poor man.” When in the army 
Bob was a cook and carried this skill over to many meals he prepared at 
the  old  Pea  Patch.  Among  other  foods  he  prepared  were  french  fries 
which he was known for – he was a fabulous “french fry cooker.” 

Another interesting group at the old Pea Patch were those who were flying gyroplanes – they called 
them “gyrocopters” which is a trademarked name given to them by Igor Bensen, who founded the 

Bensen Aircraft Corporation in Raleigh, North Carolina in 1953. Back in the 50s to 
70s most gyroplanes were gyrocopterstm. One EAA 172 
member who flew one was Sid Harmon. Sid's property 
in  Appling,  Georgia,  was  not  that  long,  so  he  would 
power his  gyrocoptertm around his  circular  drive until 
the rotor blades were going fast enough, then swing out 
to his short runway so he could take off. Sid Harmon 
stopped flying after he had an accident when starting his 
gyrocopter in the mid 1990s. It ran over him, and the 
propeller cut up his legs quite badly. In March, 1999 he 
had  a  slight  stroke.   Later  on  he  had  another  stroke 
which incapacitated him. Before that time he was active at the old Pea Patch and 
also with a regional rotorcraft  club.  Sid was in our EAA 172 through the early 
2000s. Our senior members also recall a “scruffy looking fellow with a large beard” 

who sometimes came with Sid Harmon to the old Pea Patch. They don't recall that person's name. If 
you are that person (and perhaps are no longer “scruffy looking”) please let us know!

O. B. Brown, who knew Sid Harmon well, also flew gyrocopters in the 1960s. There are photographs 
of O. B. flying one on pontoons. Visitors can see a poster with O. B. and a gyrocopter at the annual 
Wrens O. B. Brown Memorial fly-in. O. B., a long-time EAA 172 member, passed away March 3, 
2004.  O. B.'s son, Sid, remembers his dad flying those gyroplanes. O. B. Brown also was in the MCG 
Flying Club and was a licensed pilot who, besides piloting gyrocopters, also flew Cessna 172s among 
other aircraft including the light plane he built, the Challenger I, which can be seen at the Wrens Fly-in.

There are a number of previous EAA 172 members who were at the old Pea Patch and have now passed 
away. Among them are:  Bill Christenson, Jack Cunningham, Red Donar, Charlie Evans, Ed Flint, Jim 
Holden, Bill Messer, Jack Niland, Jack Richards, and Dean Paschal. If any of these people are still 
alive, please let us know! In future issues there will be photos of these people with their aircraft at the 
old Pea Patch.

If  you see something you don't quite agree with on these “History” pages, don't yell or 
scream, just write a note to the club Secretary. Include your full name and describe what 
you disagree with. Or you might want to add on information you know first hand. Please 
make sure you include the first and last names of people you mention. You may e-mail or 
“snailmail”  the  note  or  hand  it  to  the  Secretary  at  a  club  meeting.  If  you  just  say 
something about a change without writing it down it will possibly be forgotten.

 E-mail to: EAA172@jcmservices.net any comments, additions, subtractions, etc.

Are you this scruffy
looking gyrocopter
pilot?

Bob’s still alive and in our club.
Claude passed away in 2004.

mailto:EAA172@jcmservices.net
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PART III
With photos archived by Al Patton with some of his margin notes.

Below are more photos with margin notes. Most were taken back at the old Pea patch – Patton Field. 
Keep in mind these are at least 5th generation photos – 35 mm black & white photos were taken many years ago,  
the negatives transferred, then they were scanned, put on someone's Website (now defunct), which was printed out  
9 years ago, then from those pages scanned again for this newsletter.
Some of those in the photos have passed away, such as Charlie Evans who was an A&P and leased the Wrens airport 
hangar for his business and aircraft building until mid 1995 when he died. If you have information about any of these 
please e-mail the club Secretary or send him a note.



The 
HISTORY OF EAA 172

PART IV
With e-mail and photos received from Frank Grose, a member 1975-1979.

On September 7, 2015, an unfamiliar person wrote EAA 172 from Athens, Alabama and typed “I am a 
former member of EAA Chapter 172 (1975 -1979), and wondered if I might advertise my AirBike on your site.” He 
included a photo and some AirBike information and signed his name: Frank Grose. We replied that we 
could advertise it and asked for more information about him since he was not mentioned in the earlier 
EAA 172 history. He replied on September 8, 2015:  
                          

While stationed at Fort Gordon, I lived only a couple of miles from the old Pea Patch in Martinez. Al 
Patton was the Chapter president then. I designed the original Chapter 172 patch, with the map of 
Georgia in the background and Ed Flint's Taylor Mono in the foreground. As I recall, I had worked a 
'swoosh' into the design as well. While there, we built the Aerosport Scamp project. I was reassigned 
just before it was completed, but came back to fly it a couple of times. I bought an Aeronca Champ a 
little while before leaving  there. Other members I recall off the top of my head were Ken Rayburn 
and Tom Patton. I'd have to did out an album for more names.

 

We replied later on that day: “Thanks for filling us in on your history with EAA 172 and the Pea Patch. 
Al Patton and Ken Rayburn are still with us. A month ago Joe Miles passed away. Phil Colman died 
April 28, 2011. Among others at the old Pea Patch, Richard Fender, Dennis Allen, Charlie Connell, Dan 
Silliman, Rick Bell, Bob Rhodes, Ken Moore, Gerald Ballard, and Tom Patton are still alive. If you 
want to read a history of EAA 172 & the Pea Patch, one was written a couple years ago along with their 
photos from that time. You can click this to read it: EAA 172 History 1960s to 1985.” 
  

Here is the advertisement we put into the EAA 172 ad page For Sale: Airbike.

Here are two recent photos of the AirBike Frank Grose sent:

  

Perhaps this
old logo.

http://jcmservices.net/sale.htm#Airbike
http://jcmservices.net/EAA_172_HISTORY_1960s-1985a.pdf


Frank replied on September 9, 2015: 
Thank you for jogging my memory with those names. Yes I remember some of them. Ken Moore was a friend. 
He was one of the first guys from 172 that I took for a ride in my new Champ. I did get a ride one Sunday 
morning with Tom in his beautiful Culver Cadet. I do remember Bob Rhodes as well. Real estate salesman, Phil 
Coleman, sold my house for me when I left Martinez. Several years later, I saw him at a fly-in in Rome, GA. He 
insisted I fly his N-3 Pup. It was a delightful little plane. I remember some of the others also, but didn't know 
them very well. There was an older gentleman, Jack Niland, who had an early red and white Bellanca. I had the 
pleasure of going up in it one day. 

 
Attached are some pictures for you. One is of my Champ and me around 1985. The one of me in the Champ is 
from about five years ago. I found the airplane in Lebanon, TN, and went up to try to buy it back. There are a 
couple more with the AirBike. I took off the wheel pants for flying from the grass strip. I'll have to dig out some 
pictures from my days at the Pea Patch, and send them along to you.
  
             Frank and the Champ in 1985                                                              Frank in the Champ in 2010

         ← →

 

  

Thanks for sending the link to the Chapter 172 history. I was only in the area a bit over three years, but loved 
every minute I was at the Pea Patch. 

  
I remember that Ed Flint would complain about his Taylor Monoplane being "left wing heavy." One evening, I 

was standing near the runway when he took off. It appeared that something wasn't 
quite right. After he landed, I looked closely, and found the trailing edge of the right 
wing was about 1/4 inch lower than the left wing. Ed was astonished when I pointed 
it out to him. He took it home the next day, and proceeded to correct that. He was 
very happy with its handling after that. He was a real gentleman, and used to talk 
about when Charles Lindberg would fly in to his local airport, about 1935, to chat 
with fellow pilots who just treated him as one of the boys. Ed checked me out in the 
Scamp.

  
Shortly after I bought the Champ, I let Al Patton fly it, while I watched from the ground. Much to my surprise, Al 
looped it right over the runway. Two phrases I remember him using while we were building the Scamp were, 
"Hammer to fit, and paint to match." and "We aren't building a piano." 
 

Good times and good memories!

As of November,  2015,  here  is  contact  information for  Frank Grose if  you want to  get  in  touch with him. The 
information is from the EAA 172 Bargain Central For Sale Webpage:

Contact Frank Grose
Athens, Alabama

Phone number: 256-683-1337 or
 e-mail grosef@bellsouth.net 

CLICK GRAPHIC
TO ENLARGE IT

Taylor Monoplane in 2007.

http://jcmservices.net/EAA_172_HISTORY_1960s-1985a.pdf
http://jcmservices.net/sale.htm#Airbike
mailto:grosef@bellsouth.nett
http://jcmservices.net/Champ_and_Frank_Grose_2010.JPG
http://jcmservices.net/Champ_and_Frank_Grose_1985.JPG


The 
HISTORY OF EAA 172

PART V
(03/29/17)

With e-mails and photos received from Bill Messer, a member in the late 1960s - 1970s.

BILL MESSER IS STILL ALIVE!

Just as with Frank Grose in September of 2015, another long past 
member of EAA 172 has “come out of the woodwork” and e-
mailed us. Note that the EAA 172 newsletter, the Pea Patch Post, 
is read far and wide and is near the top on search engine lists.

Bill Messer e-mailed us on March 25, 2017. He wrote that  “I was 
a Chapter 172 member in the old ‘Pea Patch’ in Evans late ‘60s 
and ‘70s.” In earlier pages of the HISTORY OF EAA 172 we had 
remarked that Bill Messer had passed away. Fortunately he has 
not. 

He wrote much more: “I have kept all the old photos and even have some video of Ed Flint 
flying in the Scamp, and several stills of Al Patton’s Pitts. I moved into a garage apartment 
when I returned to Augusta College post Navy, looked out the back window one day and was 
amazed to see a guy, Al,  working in his garage, next door, on an earlier plane. I had met him 
and Ed Flint before I went in the Navy, and resumed my EAA membership after college. I had 
a Cessna 172. N8175B, a raffle prize at the Houston Air Terminal Museum.”

So, it seems that Bill Messer is the one who took all those photos that Al Patton had in his 
scrapbook, some of which have been reproduced in this History.

Bill is very tech savvy and has posted videos of those early days of the Pea Patch on YouTube.
 He also is still piloting – very much so, not just with small aircraft:
“I’ve got a collection of pix from the ‘old’ days if you want more.
 
I’m still active, crewing on the “Spirit of North Carolina” a Douglas A-26, and riding along on 
charters as a ‘spare’ pilot in a Baron and Cheyenne. That’s me behind the pilot/copilot.”
 

Al Patton in 1980.



“I have lots of videos on YouTube – Google ‘billzztube’ for more of my videos.
or just Click on billzztube  

The plane is for sale. SEE THE YouTube ADVERTISEMENT:
1946 DOUGLAS A-26 FOR SALE

I kept all this old stuff because it was a special place and a special time in my life, and remains 
one of my favorite memories. There were plenty of wonderful people in the membership.”

We also asked about the “scruffy guy” in the pages in the History about Sid Harmon, O.B. 
Brown, and gyrocopters. Bill answered: “Don’t know the ‘scruffy guy’ either.”
 
“The obit for my demise was for William G. Messer who was my father, from 1993.
 
If you like the YouTube video I can send you a DVD copy, or you may be able to download it 
directly.”

Bill Messer is still very active in EAA. See:
EAA Chapter 297

Stag Air Park (7NC1)
Debose Field (now Stag Air Park, Inc.)
Wilmington/Burgaw, North Carolina

You can contact Bill Messer at:  billmesser@charter.net 

EAA 172 meeting in the 1960s at
the old Pea Patch in Evans,

Georgia.

mailto:%20billmesser@charter.net
http://www.airnav.com/airport/7NC1
http://www.eaa297.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U76IOYBMOYU&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/user/billzztube
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PART VI
(04/30/17)

With more e-mails and photos received from Frank Grose, a member in the late 1960s - 1970s.
                                            

MORE CONTACTS WITH FRANK GROSE

In Part IV of this History (page 6) we wrote that past EAA 172 member Frank Grose had contacted us. 
On April 4, 2017, Frank sent an  e-mail about the club newsletters we had been sending him:

“Thanks for including the article about Bill Messer, and the link to his YouTube video.  I don’t 
specifically remember Bill from my days in the Chapter, but the pictures were a great walk down 
memory lane.  It was great to see folk like Ken Moore, Red Donner, Jack Nyland, and many others, 
including Al Patton and Ed Flynt.  I especially liked the video of Ed flying the Scamp.  I moved away a 
couple of months before the Scamp was finished, but went back one weekend to fly it.  Ed checked me 
out with a quick verbal briefing on the numbers and what to expect.  I made two flights in it that 
weekend.”

“I’ve attached a few pictures that were taken during the first weekend of work on the Scamp, plus one 
of me the weekend when I flew it.  I believe the fellow working on the firewall was a dentist, but I 
can’t remember his name.”

“I have many fond memories of hours spent at the Pea Patch, associating with super guys that I greatly 
admired.  I tried to be a sponge, and soak up all the knowledge I could from them.  I was in a couple of 
other EAA chapters, but they where not the great chapter that was Chapter 172.  I hope it still is that 
good.”
 
“Thanks for continuing to send the Pea Patch Post my way.  I enjoy every one.

 Frank Grose”

In early April, 2017, we replied to Frank to let him know that the dentist he mentioned was Richard 
Fender, who currently, in May, 2017, is still alive and doing well. We thanked him for the photos he 
had attached to his e-mail as well as the additional information about the old EAA 172. 

Frank replied and asked if anyone knew Vasco Whatley. He wrote that  Vasco was an engineer with the 
Savannah River Plant, and lived down in Allendale, SC.  He built a Volksplane, before Frank was in the 
chapter, modified the VW engine, and carved his own propellers.  Frank wrote “Vasco was a cool guy.” 
We replied that none of the older members seemed to recall Whatley. 

On the next page are some of the photos that Frank sent us. Note on a couple of the photos is “SEP77” 
in the lower left-hand corner. This probably is the date the film was developed.

 
You can read some information about the Scamp airplane on the EAA 172 Website in the Newsletter 
Minutes section at:
  At the June 10, 1999, meeting, then club president Richard Gabor brought up the Scamp. From 
     what he had heard, back in 1977 each club member had put in $120 and the Chapter put in $1500. 
  The Scamp was approved for sale in January, 2001 and May, 2014.

http://jcmservices.net/meeting8.htm#BoardMeeting051014
http://jcmservices.net/meeting4.htm#Board010601
http://jcmservices.net/meeting3.htm


More Photos About the Scamp Sent by Former Member Frank Grose

Ed Flint building the rudder.Al Patton & Ed Flint study SCAMP plans.

Ken Moore, Al Patton, and Ed Flint working on the stab.

Frank Grose flies the SCAMP

Ken Moore supervises the firewall construction.
   Member Richard Fender is doing the work.


